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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’
Welcome to our April edition, which sees us firmly on course for Easter. The
final sessions of our Lent course, Experience Easter and daily services
throughout Holy Week with our visiting preacher Br Jacob will definitely
keep us busy during this most precious season. Why not come along and join
us. We would love to see you!
Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider
passing it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean
1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service
Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
(Children and families are very welcome at all our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch
noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk
The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or
housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594
542952.
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Pascha
The season of Lent grew out of the early Church’s tradition of new
Christians being baptised at Easter. The weeks before Easter then
became the season of preparation for baptism, and then over time the
season of preparation for the annual observation of Holy Week and

celebration of the resurrection at Easter. Often we forget why we keep
Lent, we lose sight of where it is going. Traditionally the 4th Sunday of
Lent was kept as refreshment Sunday, a breather from the rigours of
the Lenten fast, perhaps this year we can take it as a reminder of where
we are headed, a fresh look at the Easter story and what it means for
us and to us. Our journey through the church's year helps us to look at
the stories and teachings of Jesus but the focus for our faith is the

Passion narrative, the story of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection.
Every thing else only makes sense in light of Easter.
As I said in last month’s magazine, this year we are privileged to have
Brother Jacob Pallett, a monk from the Community of the
Resurrection, leading us through Holy Week. Br Jacob will preach at
each of the daily services from Palm Sunday until Easter Eve. Br Jacob
has written a short introduction to himself which you will find on page

3 in this magazine. At the risk of repeating myself I would encourage
you to join us for as much of our journey through Holy Week as you
can, as Br Jacob leads us from Palm Sunday to the foot of the cross
and the mouth of the tomb.
David Gill
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An Introduction to Brother Jacob
Greetings from Mirfield! Thank you for your kind invitation to invite a
member of the Community of the Resurrection to be with you in Holy
Week.
Holy Week is what it says on the tin. It is the holiest week in the
Christian Church's year. It is the one week a year when we try to make

time to lay aside all the busy and distracting things in our life, and
where we come to discover again the final events in the earthy life of
our Lord Jesus Christ that led to our salvation. Holy week is made as a
journey - the Christian people of a place coming together to walk to
Jerusalem, to retell the stories and promises of old, remind ourselves
of God's ineffable love for the world, to renew our baptismal promise,
and to witness to the story of our Salvation - and all this without

having to leave the parish!
We are all on a journey: I was born and raised in the ex-coalfields of
North Warwickshire, and three and a half years ago left my home to
arrive at Mirfield - straight off the streets (I'm not ordained) - to
explore my vocation as a member of a Religious Community (a monk).
In 2012 I made my first profession as part of that journey of
exploration and discovery. And soon I'll be journeying southwards,

down from the wilds of the West Riding of Yorkshire to be with you for
Holy Week. I look forward to meeting you all, and until then wish you
all a blessed Lent.
Yours,
Brother Jacob CR
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Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday
9.45am

Procession of Palms from the Rectory
followed by Parish Eucharist (Mitcheldean)

Holy Monday
7.30pm

Holy Communion (Mitcheldean)

Holy Tuesday
10.30am

Holy Communion (Mitcheldean)

7.30pm

Holy Communion (Abenhall)

Holy Wednesday
7.30pm

Holy Communion (Mitcheldean)

Maundy Thursday
11.00am

Chrism Mass at Gloucester Cathedral

7.30pm

Eucharist of the Last Supper
followed by the Watch, until midnight (Mitcheldean)

Good Friday
9.00am

Morning Prayer (Mitcheldean)

12noon

Liturgy of Good Friday (Abenhall)

2.00pm

Liturgy of Good Friday (Mitcheldean)

Holy Saturday
7.30pm

Vigil, Easter Ceremonies and Eucharist (Mitcheldean)

Easter Day
10.00am

Family Eucharist (Mitcheldean)

3.00pm

Holy Communion (Abenhall)
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Thought for the Day
Jonathan Henry Sacks, born in London in 1948 was, until his retirement last summer, Chief
Rabbi of orthodox synagogues. He is a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought for the
Day’ and this ‘Thought’ was broadcast in March 2014.

Amid the doom and gloom of recent news, one stray item of news caught my
eye. It was headed: “Darwin wrong about birds and bees”, and it was about

birdsong.
A century and a half ago, Darwin argued that birdsong was all about sexual
selection. It was males who did the singing, hoping to make female birds
swoon at hearing the ornithological equivalent of Justin Bieber, giving the
most tuneful males a better chance of handing on their genes to the next
generation.

Well, it turns out to be not quite like that after all, because scientists have
now discovered that female birds do almost as much singing as the males,
and it has less to do with sexual selection than with simply saying: “I’m
here!”.
The reason the story caught my eye was that, after stepping down as Chief
Rabbi last summer, I’ve gone back to my first love, which is teaching. I’ve just
spent six weeks doing that in New York. Which meant that I missed the

British rain, and instead found myself deep in the snow of the coldest New
York winter in living memory.
Rarely has coming back felt more magical, to be greeted by the first auguries
of spring, crocuses in the grass, blossoms on the trees and, best of all, hearing
the dawn chorus from my bedroom window. That was when I realised that
what I’d missed was the birdsong, something you don’t hear in downtown
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New York above the hooting taxis, speeding cars and the sheer pace and
pressure of life. And suddenly it felt like an epiphany, like all those psalms
that speak of creation singing a song to the creator, and the wonderful
closing line of the last psalm of all: “Let everything that breathes praise the
Lord”.
I think we miss something essential when we take Darwinian selection to be
more than a law about biology and turn it into a metaphor for life itself, as if
all that matters is conflict and the struggle to survive, so that love and beauty
and even birdsong are robbed of their innocence and reduced to genetic
instincts and drives.
Wordsworth was surely right when he spoke about the power of nature’s
beauty so to lift us “that neither evil tongues, rash judgments, nor the sneers
of selfish men … shall e’er prevail against us, or disturb our cheerful faith,
that all which we behold is full of blessings.” Not all is wrong in a world
where birds sing for the joy of being alive.

Notes from the Schoolroom
A Sunday School teacher asked her class to draw pictures of their favourite
bible story. She was puzzled by Tommy’s picture of four people

in an aeroplane, so she asked him what his story was.
He said it was ‘The Flight to Egypt’.
“I see”, said the teacher, “……and that must be Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus. But who is the
fourth person?”.
“Ah!” came the reply, “That’s Pontius the Pilot”.
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Lent 2014 - A Carbon Fast
As Christians, we are called to care – to care about and care for Creation. To
live sustainably on our planet, we will have to live more simply, reduce our
ecological footprint and live in deeper harmony with all life on God’s earth.
These are challenging tasks.
A programme of concerted effort to reduce our CO2 emissions in Lent has

been agreed in all dioceses in the South West. Let
us challenge and change our lifestyles and lead by
example both as churches and as individuals. 40
tasks are provided, one each day, over the 40 days
of Lent. Full details can be found at
www.thecarbonfast.org and what follows here is a
taster. Further Lenten reflections are at www.christianaid.org.uk/
getinvolved/lent-2014/count-your-blessings.
+
Week 1 - Celebrating Creation
 Remove one light bulb in your home and live without it during Lent.
 Compost by putting nutrients back into the soil rather than landfill.

Week 2 - Expressing concern
 Cut food miles. Don’t buy food imported to Britain by plane. Support local

farmers and growers.
 Save on heat and light by closing doors when rooms are not in use, closing

curtains to prevent heat loss through windows and using draught
excluders.
 Turn down your heating by 1 or 2 degrees.

Around the Spire: April 2014 - 8

Week 3 - Loving others
 As climate change requires justice and not just charity, support your own

church or diocese with its overseas climate change project.
 Use eco-friendly cleaning materials for washing and polishing.
 Recycle all you can.
 If you drive, drive at 50mph rather than 70mph.

 Register to stop junk mail by using the Mail Preference Service (MPS) at

www.mpsonline.org.uk
Week 4 - Seeking justice
 If you intend voting in this May’s European elections, consider the positive

key role that Europe has played in leading the world on reducing carbon
emissions. Christians need to challenge narrow-minded perspectives and

speak out for the most vulnerable.
 Walk or cycle to work or wherever you go. Use public transport if possible.
 Buy nothing today or this coming weekend. Have a day free from being a

consumer.
 Lend or borrow instead of buying new.

Week 5 - Living simply
 Choose products with little or no packaging.
 Refuse plastic bags at supermarkets. Use your own long-life bag.

Walk. Pick up litter and re-cycle it if possible.
 Don’t buy bottled water. It is energy- and transport-intensive and its

plastic bottles pollute.
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 Have a meat-free day. Producing meat is more energy-intensive than

growing vegetables.
 Make do and mend. Rediscover knitting and darning rather than always

buying new.
Week 6 - Living contentedly
 Shower than take a bath. Don’t leave taps running when brushing your

teeth. Flush toilets with less water using a hippo-bag. Collect rainwater for
garden use.
 Don’t leave computers, televisions, disc players and other equipment on

stand-by.
 Avoid using the tumble dryer. Hanging clothes outside can be healthier

and cheaper.
+

As you move towards Good Friday, experience a no-power day – that means
no electricity, gas or hot water! If you are not quite ready for that, try an
‘embrace the silence’ day – no TV, no radio, no phone …… and remember to
replace that light bulb you removed on Day One.

Please Give Blood
Mitcheldean Social Club
Thursday 22nd May 2014 & Thursday 21st August 2014

13:30-15:45 & 16:45-19:30
To book an appointment please contact 0300 123 23 23
For more information on NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT), visit
www.nhsbt.nhs.uk
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THE BANK ACCOUNT
A 92-year-old blind man moved to a nursing home today. His wife of 70 years
had recently died, making the move necessary. After some time waiting
patiently in the lobby, he was told his room was ready.
As he manoeuvred his walker to the lift, he was given a verbal description of
his room. ‘I love it,' he said. The nurse replied ‘But, Mr Jones, you haven't

seen the room; just wait.'
'That doesn't have anything to do with it,' he said. ‘Happiness is something
you decide ahead of time. Whether I like my room or not doesn't depend on
how the furniture is arranged ….. it's how I arrange my mind. I already
decided to love it.
It’s a decision I make every morning when I wake up. I have a choice. I can
spend the day in bed recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of my
body that no longer work or get out of bed and be thankful for the ones that
do.
‘Each day is a gift and, as long as my eyes open, I'll focus on the new day
and all the happy memories I've stored away to recall at this time in my life.
Old age is like a bank account. You withdraw from what you've put in. So,
my advice to you would be to deposit a lot of happiness in the bank account
of memories! I am still depositing.

From the Parish Record...
FUNERALS
March: Joseph in e Viola Pugh (97) - Ashes interred
March: Car ol Diana Ger tr ude W eaving (72)
March: David Anthony Pope (76)
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The Parish Diary - April 2014
Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.
(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory)

Tuesday 1st

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
11.00am: Experience Easter (M)
1.30pm: Experience Easter (M)

Wednesday 2nd

11.00am: Experience Easter (M)
1.30pm: Experience Easter (M)
7.30pm: Lent Course (R)

Thursday 3rd

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 4th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 6th

Passion Sunday
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 8th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 9th

7.30pm: Lent Course (R)

Thursday 10th

9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 11th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 13th

Palm Sunday
9.45am: Procession of Palms (R)
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Monday 14th

7.30pm: Holy Communion (M)

Tuesday 15th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
7.30pm: Holy Communion (A)
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Wednesday 16th

7.30pm: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 17th

Maundy Thursday
9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M)
11.00am: Chrism Mass (Cathedral)
7.30pm: Eucharist of the Last Supper & Watch (M)

Friday 18th

Good Friday
9.00am: Morning Prayer (M)
12noon: Good Friday Liturgy (A)
2.00pm: Good Friday Liturgy (M)

Saturday 19th

Holy Saturday
8.00pm: Vigil, Easter Ceremonies & Eucharist (M)

Sunday 20th

Easter Day
10.00am: Family Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 22nd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 24th

9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M)

Friday 25th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 26th

10.00am: APCM

Sunday 27th

10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer followed by APCM (A)

Tuesday 29th

Mark the Evangelist
10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

The Parish Diary - May 2014 Highlights
Thursday 1st

9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 2nd

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 4th

10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Around the Spire: April 2014 - 13

Severn Vale Deanery Synod
The minutes of the meeting of the deanery synod held in February 2014 are summarised
here.

Deanery Benefices Prayer Link: Members were reminded of the prayer
links that had previously been set up between benefices when Gloucester
North and Forest North deaneries merged. Members were encouraged to
foster those links. (Abenhall and Mitcheldean are twinned with Brockworth.)
Christian Aid: Noel Sharp, a minister of the Methodist Church in
Gloucester, outlined the vital work that Christian Aid (now in its 70th year)
does in various parts of the world both in providing emergency aid and in
developing self-sufficiency. For example, Christian Aid is working with the
clothing retailer Monsoon to provide work for people in the developing
countries. He said that around $160 billion is lost in developing countries
because international companies do not pay their taxes! Christian Aid needs
people to “Pray, Act, Give”. It needs local church reps and people who will go
into schools. If a group can raise £5000 over 2 years the EU will match it with
a further £15000. It was felt that this is a realistic Deanery Project.
The Dean: Stephen Lake is visiting all deaneries to explain the Cathedral’s
vision and strategy plan. The cathedral costs £2.2 million per year to run and
has 60 different sized properties which it has to maintain. It has around
300,000 visitors per year and, unlike many other cathedrals, it does not

charge visitors in order to be available to everyone. The average donation per
head is 53p which is insufficient to cover costs.
The cathedral’s overall aim is to be ‘In tune with heaven – In touch with daily
life’. The Dean outlined the goals to be achieved in 1 to 5 years’ time which
include becoming the church in the centre of the city, working with the City,
County and Diocese, being more confident in Christian witness and
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discipleship and being bolder in activity and community service. There is an
ambitious 10 year programme called ‘Project Pilgrim’ which is built on pride
in the cathedral and will act as a tipping point for heritage-based restoration.
This will see the replacement of the car park with an open public space,
internal refurbishment to improve the entrance and the Lady Chapel, a new
hospitality centre, solar panels, a new font, access to the crypt and library,
and restoration of the medieval parliament rooms. A major bid to the
Heritage Lottery Fund has been made which, if successful, will see work start

in 2015.
Parish Share: It w as r epor ted th at par ishes in 2013 had given a
total of £1500 more than what they had promised. It was stressed that the
total was still less than the true cost of ministry and that, unless things
changed, there would have to be a loss of paid clergy in the diocese.
Journeying Together: Mem ber s of the synod w er e asked to be
prepared to come to the June meeting with a report from each benefice on
how the work of PCCs is fitting in with ‘Journeying Together’ and to refer to
the relevant diocesan booklet and see what they could take on. There was
general support for using some of the deanery funds to run another Lay
Worship Leaders course.
General Synod reports fr om the Novem ber and Febr uar y sessions
were circulated and summarised. It was said that the new synod members will
have to consider the difficult issues of human sexuality.
Lent Carbon Fast: Details w er e pr esented of th e pr oposal to get
parishes and individuals to reduce their carbon footprint .
Notices: Recovery fr om th e flooding of the ch urches in Ash lew orth
and Tirley will take at least 3 months and members were urged to pray for
these congregations.
Michael Heylings, Parish representative
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Bananas go bananas!
This article is a condensed version of one which appeared in the
national press on 11 March 2014.

In Britain, fierce supermarket price wars have forced down the price of loose
bananas. Over the past 10 years, the price of our bananas has halved, but the
cost of production to the farmers has almost doubled. So whilst we, the
shoppers, have benefitted, cheap bananas have spelled disaster for the four
million families in the developing world who depend on the banana trade for
their livelihood.
The Fairtrade Foundation, which aims to protect farmers in developing
countries, says the ‘vicious’ price war in British supermarkets has been
‘progressively stripping value from the entire banana supply chain’.
According to Banana Link, a not-for-profit organisation campaigning for fair

and sustainable trade, the world’s big fruit companies are relocating to
countries in search of even cheaper labour and weaker social and
environmental legislation. In addition, Fyffes and Chiquita, two of the
world’s best-known banana brands, have agreed to merge to become the
world’s largest producer and so reduce their costs. Together, they will have
14% of the global market and sell 16 billion bananas each year.
Many workers in countries such as Dominican Republic and Ecuador do not
receive a living wage and face appalling working conditions including 10- to
12-hour days and exposure to harmful chemicals. Union activists have been
shot when they tried to campaign for better conditions.
Banana Link’s co-ordinator, Alastair Smith, says that Fyffes and Chiquita
have better reputations than many of their competitors. Fyffes works closely
with the Fairtrade Foundation and just under a third of its bananas in Britain
now meet Fairtrade criteria, while Chiquita has worked with unions to
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improve working conditions. But the pressure on prices makes it difficult for
companies to improve working conditions and environmental impact.
A French research institute has argued that, while the export of fruit such as
bananas and pineapples are “a major source of jobs and currency, they are
now often barely viable in economic or social terms”. Only 12% of the price we
pay in our supermarkets goes to the producing countries and an even smaller
proportion goes to the small farmers (5-7%) or the plantation workers (1-3%).
The Fairtrade Foundation is currently running a campaign to ‘Make Bananas
Fair’ on its website at www.fairtrade.org.uk.

Annual Church Meetings
Our Annual church meetings take place on the last weekend of April.
- Mitcheldean's is on Saturday 26th at 10.00am starting with coffee and

morning prayer.
- Abenhall's is on Sunday 27th starting with Evensong at 3.00pm.

Entering Heaven
St. Peter is interviewing two candidates for everlasting tenancy in heaven. One
is an Archdeacon, the other a bus driver. After some time,
each has made their claim as to why they have served God
well in their lives, and St. Peter goes off to consult
Higher Authority.
When he returns he sends the Archdeacon packing,
who expostulates, “but why?”
St Peter answers. “Simple. When you preached, the
people slept. When he drove, they prayed!”
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April 2014

The Revd Canon Andrew Braddock,
Director of Mission and Ministry
Experience Easter: experience hope

Ukraine, Syria, South Sudan - just some of the places deeply scarred by
conflict today. And in our own country a range of challenging issues –
communities recovering from floods and storms, unemployment, a
fragile economic recovery - the list goes on. It can all seem a long way
from the story of new life and resurrection that the church will be
celebrating once more as Lent and Holy Week give way to Easter.
Where do we find hope?
The Easter story speaks of transformation born out of Jesus' defeat of
death. His rising to life eternal happened out of the crucible of pain
and crucifixion. That is the ground of Christian hope. Not simply
optimism which believes that somehow everything will be okay, but a
true hope founded on the power of god to raise Christ from the dead.
If death can be defeated, then all those other things that scar our
world can be transformed too. But to do so takes courage, faith and
love. Hope is not cheap.
Easter proclaims that the power that raised Jesus from the dead can
now be at work in us and bring transformation to the world. Are we
bold enough to be an Easter people who allow that power to be at
work through us so that others too can experience the hope that
Easter celebrates?
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The Revd Canon Robbin Clark on 20 years since the first
woman was ordained into the Church of England
With over a third of our clergy being female, one might wonder why
women’s ordination is still newsworthy. But the fact is that the very
first women priests in the Church of England were ordained twenty
years ago this spring.

From March 12 in Bristol through to the end of 1994, more than 1,300
women were made priests. Many had been serving in other roles for
decades. In Gloucester, we’re celebrating on May 10, the Saturday
closest to our original ordinations. There is a festive Holy Eucharist at
4pm in Gloucester Cathedral, to which all are welcome. Many of the
original 26 women will attend, as will the ordaining Bishops, David
Bentley and Jeremy Walsh. Bishop Michael will preside and Canon Jane
Kenchington, one of the original group and now Vicar of the Sodbury
Vale Benefice and Area Dean of Wotton, will preach.
This milestone comes as the Church prepares to take another big step
this summer, with the legislation allowing women to become Bishops
coming to General Synod for final passage. After the shock of its defeat
in November 2012, a new spirit of dialogue has prevailed and the
ordained ministry of women has begun to be truly celebrated. We may
see the first women bishops appointed as early as next year. Even
though the Christian community has relied on the ministry of women
since the time of Jesus, this will mark the first time that all positions of
church leadership will be open to women and men equally, a cause for
celebration indeed!

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all
parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To
submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address
above.
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

FOREST OF DEAN MEALS ON WHEELS
By Paul McMahon, County Councillor
Age Concern has been operating this service for several years from their
excellent and modern kitchen based in Cinderford. They offer various
combinations of meals which can include lunch and an evening meal from
Monday to Friday. (Chilled meals are available for weekends.) All meals are
delivered by a group of stoic volunteers and supported by a management

team. Having personally tasted the quality and content of the meals, I would
have no problem in recommending this service to you. All meals are prepared
locally as opposed to the alternative service which prepares their meals in
Merthyr Tydfill before onward transmission and service to local users (can be
up to 4/5 hours later). Please use our excellent Forest-based service, as we
need your continued support. Age Concern meals are also available at certain
lunch clubs dotted around the Forest, and you can contact your local Village
Agent for further information. Find out more at www.ageconcernfod.co.uk
To arrange for a meals on wheels delivery of meals please ring 01600
715273.
CHECK YOUR KEYSAFE
Check the condition of Keysafe. Is it old and worn? Could it be easily
smashed? Can it be seen easily from the approach to the property? Is there
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anywhere more appropriate it could be located? As long as the people who
have approved access to your home know where it is, the Keysafe does not
need to be in plain sight.
SMALL SPARKS GRANTS
Barnwood Trust has launched Small Sparks which are grants are for people
across the county who want to get together with friends and neighbours to do
things that they enjoy, benefiting the community where they live. It could be
for gardening equipment to grow vegetables together, books or DVDs to get a
club going or maybe some wool and knitting needles for a group you are
already part of.
Grants of up to £250 are available and there are no formal application forms
to complete. You just need to make sure that at least one of you wanting to
enjoy the activity has a disability or mental health challenge or is an older
person who would like to make more friends. There must to be a minimum of
four people involved and everyone in the group needs to be prepared to
contribute their time, energy and talents. For a checklist of all the information
we need from people who are applying for a Small Sparks grant, give Gail a
call on 01452 611292 or email gail.rodway@barnwoodtrust.org
YOU’RE WELCOME LEARNING PROGRAMME
Barnwood Trust, alongside partners, is offering a new programme of fun and
inspiring workshops to people across Gloucestershire. The workshops are all
designed to enable people and the communities they live in to get better
connected with everyone who lives there. The workshops are open to
everyone living or working in Gloucestershire and are free. To find out more
or visit www.yourewelcome.to/learning-programme. Alternatively, call on
01452 634018.
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100 Club Winners!
December:

1) Mrs B Reed
2) Mrs H Roberts
3) Mrs H Barnard

January:

1) Mrs A Watkins
2) Anne Marie Lewis
3) Mr C Clayson

February:

1) Mrs M Cottrell
2) Mr P Bolton
3) Mr C Clayson

March, April & May subs are now due! Thank you.
Doreen Davis

ALICIANNA DESIGNS

The co-operative funeralcare

Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS
made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115
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Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN
We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall
Parish Priest
Father David Gill
St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS
Tel: 01594 542952
Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Reader Emeritus
Mr Peter Grevatt
21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN
Tel: 01594 542912

Churchwardens for
Mitcheldean

Churchwardens for
Abenhall

Mrs Sue Lewis

Ms Sheila Baker

Nasz Dom, The Stenders,

The Fuchsias, New Road,

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP

Tel: 01594 542618

Tel: 01594 543522

Mrs Pam Martin

Mrs Kath Fisher

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill,

Littledean, GL14 3LJ

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET

Tel: 01594 826115

Tel: 01594 543584

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or
email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

