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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to the April edition of the magazine. This month, our 

editorial focuses on the need for prayer, Chris Wagstaff encourages us 

to engage in Christian Aid week and more news is given on the 

development plans for Gloucester Cathedral.  

If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email 

magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this 

on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Prayer and Resurrection

Do you pray?  That might seem like a silly question from me, if you are 

a member of one of our congregations you might think that I'd assume 

that you do, and if you aren't that you don't. But I try never to take 

anything for granted.   

I recently read the following: ‘Prayer is conversation with God. You 

don't need to use special words or a special voice. You can pray out 

loud or silently. God knows what you think and is familiar with all 

you do. You can talk to him about anything'.     

I think there is a deep seated need in all of us to pray, we just don't 

always recognise it for what it is, or we don't know where to begin.   

Remembering that prayer is just a conversation is a great place to 

start, but also that we all pray in our own way.  Not every one needs to 

use words in prayer, not every one finds silence helpful.  Prayer was 

described recently to me as 'the Lover coming into the presence of the 

beloved and saying I love you'.  I was reflecting on the implication 

that prayer was about me going into the presence of God  when I 

realised that is not what is meant at all. Prayer is God coming to us and 

saying 'I love you'.  

That is my thought for today. 

Over the next few weeks we are going to be publishing a parish prayer 

cycle to help us in our prayers  for each other, each day there will be a 

number of people from our church congregations and electoral rolls to 

pray for as well as organisations and those serving our church and  
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community.   You should be able to pick up a prayer cycle from church,  

but please ask if you can't find one.  It is inevitable that a first draft 

should have errors and omissions. Please be gracious if you find one 

but just let us know so we can correct the next edition. (There is also a 

diocesan prayer cycle which can be accessed through the diocesan 

website). 

In May the diocese is engaging with prayer through it's ‘Try Praying 

Project’. The plan is that each member of the congregation will be 

offered a booklet which they can give to someone else with the 

invitation to 'Try Praying'. The booklet offers a very simple 10 day 

(Ascension Day until Pentecost) program encouraging people to give 

prayer a try. Having looked at the booklet I suspect that it will be an 

inspiration to many of our prayer lives as well (see my first paragraph 

above).   

And now for something completely different: 

ROCK for Easter 

ROCK our young people's group is 

busy planning an act of worship that 

they would like you to come along 

to.   

It will take place on Sunday 19th April at 6.00pm. They have put a lot 

of thought into what they want to do and (hopefully) will have spent 

many hours practising, (ok that might be an exaggeration). 

David Gill 
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1st John 13. 21-32 

2nd John 13. 1-35 

3rd John 18. 1 -end of 19 

4th Matthew 27. 57-end 

5th John 20. 1-18 

6th Matthew 28 8-15 

7th John 20. 11-18 

8th Luke 24. 13-35 

9th Luke 24. 13-35 

10th John 21. 1-14 

11th Mark 16.9-15 

12th John 20. 19-end 

13th Colossians 1. 1-14 

14th Colossians 1. 15-end 

15th Colossians 2. 1-15 

16th Colossians 2. 16- 3. 11 

17th Colossians 3. 12- 4. 1 

18th Colossians 4. 2-end 

19th Luke 24. 36b-48 

20th Ephesians 1. 1-14 

21st Ephesians 1. 15-end  

22nd Ephesians 2. 1-10 

23rd  Ephesians 6. 10-20 

24th Ephesians 3. 1-13 

25th Mark 13. 5-13  

26th John 10. 11-18 

27th Ephesians 4. 1-16 

28th Ephesians 4. 1-16 

29th Ephesians 5. 1-14 

Daily Bible Readings - February 2015 

WORLD WAR TWO 

A Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of VE Day 

Saturday 9th May, Mitcheldean Church 

An evening of Dinner and Dancing to the tunes of the Forties… 

Tickets: £7.00 (adults), £4 (children, 5 -15) 

available from Mrs Sue Lewis (01594 542618) or  

Mrs Pam Martin (01594 826115)  
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Christian Aid Week 
10th—16th May 2015 
 

It seems incredible to me that Christian Aid is only 70 years old this 

year.  For Christians of all denominations to work together to bring 

relief to those who suffer injustice of any sort, seems to be the most 

obvious thing to do for those of us who seek to follow Jesus Christ.  

That over 1,900 years should have gone by before Christians got 

together to do this, seems amazing. 

Thank God in 1945, in a world wounded by war, Christians came 

together to work to relieve the crises of poverty and bring humanitarian 

aid to the millions who were suffering.  Since then over 100,000 people 

each year from Churches all over Britain have taken part in house-to-

house collections in Christian Aid Week, raising a staggering £8 million 

last year.  

We, in Mitcheldean and Abenhall, will once again be playing our small 

part during the week of 10th to 16th May.  If you could give just one 

hour during that week to help with the house –to-house collection it 

could transform someone’s life.  Please phone me on 01594 825282 for 

more information about how to help.  As one collector said last year 

“It’s not much use going down on your knees on a Sunday to pray for 

the poor if you are not prepared to actually get up and do something.  

One of the big strengths of Christian Aid is that it gives you the chance 

to put something that matters to you into action, because you believe 

in it”. 

   Chris Wagstaff, Christian Aid Week Organiser

   



 

Around the Spire: April 2015 -  6 

          #4 - “Liturgy” 
 

 
 

One of the members of ROCK asked what 'Liturgy' means having seen it crop 

up in our service books, 'Liturgy of the word', 'Liturgy of the Eucharist' etc. 

The word has it's root in two Greek words, Leitos meaning people, (from 

which we also get the word Laity) and Ergos meaning work.  So Liturgy is 

simply the work of the people.  It refers to the work we do in worshipping God 

when we come together in church.  Giving thanks, seeking forgiveness, 

praying for others, listening to the word of God in Scripture and celebrating 

the sacrament of holy Communion.  

The word is often used by those putting together an act of worship to describe 

the journey through the worship, how various items are put together to 

construct a service.  Now you do know! 

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.  
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 From the Parish Record... 

 

BAPTISMS 

February: Reuben Conrad Law  

(Matthew & Suzanne) 

 
WEDDINGS 

January: Nicholas Lew is & Am y Davis  

 

FUNERALS / INTERMENT OF ASHES 

December: Dorothy Lavina Harr is (89)  

December: Christine Mary Gaylard (62)  

January: Martin Peter  Hazel (64)  

January: Eileen Gladw in (86)  

February:  Desm ond Carl Taylor  (92)  

February:  Margaret Lew is (92)  

March: Jill Sylvia Trigg (81) 

Annual Church Meetings 

In anticipation that our parish merger will have gone through, the Annual 

church meeting (APCM) for both churches will take place on Saturday 25th 

April at 10.00am in Mitcheldean Church.  At this meeting church wardens 

and church council members are elected,  the accounts and report of the year 

are presented. We would love to see you all there. 

Electoral Role: 

If you are a regular member of one of our congregations and are not on the 

church electoral role now is the time to ask for an application form.  The 

current electoral role will be in church for the weeks running up to the Annual 

Church Meeting. 
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Easter: Our place in God’s story  

by the Revd Canon Andrew Braddock,  Director of Mission and Ministry 

“Let me tell you a story”. It’s an invitation that every generation 

responds to. Stories are all around us, from the first stories we tell our 

children to the latest best-seller, from the story line of an advert to TV 

drama, theatre and film. The best stories draw us in, speaking to our 

hearts and minds. They can make us laugh or cry and, at best, enlarge 

our vision of the world and our understanding of ourselves. 

So it’s not surprising that the Christian faith was first shared through 

telling the stories of Jesus: especially the defining story of Jesus’ arrest, 

death and resurrection. As the first Christians engaged with this story 

so they came to realise that they were being caught up in God’s great 

story of love and redemption for the world.  

A new resource, ‘Cross my heart’, www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-

life/cross-my-heart shares contemporary faith stories. They speak of 

hope and transformation when we allow the story of Jesus to bring 

meaning to our lives. As the church invites us to experience Holy Week 

and Easter once again so, through worship, drama, music and other 

activities, we are also invited to connect our stories with the defining 

story of Jesus’ death and resurrection and have our understanding of 

ourselves and the world renewed. 
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The Parish Diary - April 2015 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Wednesday 1st Holy Wednesday 

 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Thursday 2nd Maundy Thursday 

 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Eucharist of the Last Supper (M) 

Friday 3rd Good Friday 

 9.00am: Morning Prayer (M) 

 12noon: Good Friday Liturgy (A) 

 2.00pm: Good Friday Liturgy (M) 

Saturday 4th Holy Saturday 

 8.00pm: Vigil & Ceremonies (M) 

Sunday 5th Easter Day 

 10.00am: Family Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 7th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 9th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 10th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 11th 11.00am: Holy Baptism (M) 

Sunday 12th 2nd of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 14th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 
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Thursday 16th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 17th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 18th 10.00am: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 19th 3rd of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

 6.00pm: ROCK Easter Service (M) 

Tuesday 21st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 23rd 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 24th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 26th 4th of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 28th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 30th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 

The Parish Diary - May 2015 

Friday 1st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 3rd 5th of Easter 

 10.00am: Family Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 5th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Saturday 9th Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of VE Day (M) 

Thursday 14th Ascension Day 

 7.00am: Dawn Service (Breakheart Hill) 

 7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (M) 
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PROJECT PILGRIM: WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK! 

Excitement is building at Gloucester Cathedral as initial design proposals for 

a major £6million development project have been completed. The Cathedral 

is keen to gauge how people feel about the designs and is asking for 

feedback which can then be used to develop them further. 

Project Pilgrim is a once in a lifetime opportunity to improve and restore 

specific parts of the Cathedral ensuring it can fulfil its role as a place of 

dynamic spiritual, civic and heritage activity and play a key role in the 

regeneration of Gloucester. 

NEW CATHEDRAL GREEN 

Plans include the redevelopment of the Cathedral Green to provide a new 

multi-purpose civic space for outdoor events... 
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IMPROVING WELCOME AND ACCESS 

A new glass entrance will be installed 

to ensure a warm welcome for visitors. 

Improved lighting around the entrance 

and better access within the cathedral 

will also be provided, coupled with 

new information for visitors. 

THE LADY CHAPEL 

Access to the Chapel will be improved, 

as will lighting and heating, in order to 

make the space an intimate place for 

worship and contemplation. 

 

SHARING UNTOLD STORIES 

An exciting new exhibition space will 

be installed in the Tribune Gallery. Key 

areas of the building will be highlighted 

and new activities will be available for 

visitors. 

NAVE ROOF SOLAR PANELS 

Solar panels will be installed to reduce 

energy costs and lower the carbon 

footprint of the Cathedral. 

 

To find out more about the project and its goals, and to provide feedback to 

the project team, visit www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk.  
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A Letter from a Parish Priest 

Silves in southern Portugal is about the size of Cinderford. Its 

parish church is called a cathedral. Jane and Michael Heylings 

were recent holiday visitors and were met by this letter, in 

English and Portuguese, at the entrance. 

 

Dear Visitor 

I cordially welcome you on behalf of the parish community of Silves. 

Silves Cathedral is considered in architectural terms to be the most 

important monument in the south of Portugal.  

This cathedral is not simply a medieval historic monument, but remains, still, 

as in the past, a house of life, in which those who come together in it, in a 

certain way, enjoy the experience of this beautiful and definitive ‘home’. 

Here we find the mysterious presence of God and we meet up with others, 

creating a unique family. The Christian space unites; this is a place for 

mystery. 

This house is not just any house; it isn’t a museum; it isn’t a theatre; it isn’t a 

venue for common celebrations; nor is it just cherished heritage. 

This house, where the citizens of the city meet to celebrate God, who gives 

them a full life, is a space of memory and of faith. 

Here, in this house, the church of the earth joins that of the heavens, the 

only church of our Lord, Jesus Christ; here everything is sacred. The beauty of 

the spaces and of the objects are intense events, the materiality which is 

proved by the elements. 

I wish all of you, who honour us with your visit, a unique moment which is 

considerably evocative and distinctly spiritual. 

The Parish Priest 
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Diocese of  Gloucester Blog: The Good Mother 

Revd Canon Richard Mitchell, Vicar of Shurdington, Badgeworth and 

Witcombe with Bentham, reflects back on Mothering Sunday 

I have a confession; Mothering Sunday is way off being my 

favourite Sunday. On any Sunday there are a lot of 

expectations around in congregations about how worship of God will be and 

how fellowship in church will meet our needs. On Mothering Sunday the 

whole thing is ramped up to the ‘nth degree. Mothers’ Day (have you tried 

looking for a card with Mothering Sunday on it?) is one of the few Sundays 

when church and society coincide on a day of emotive family feeling. 

Mothering, by mothers and fathers and anyone who exercises those human 

qualities of care, nurture and compassion, is worthy of celebration. Our 

attention rightly turns to those who have significantly mothered us. 

It’s just that there is a massive flux of feeling that swirls around on this day. 

Mothers who feel they’re lacking as role models. Feelings of regret and guilt 

about neglected relationships in families. Mothers who were terrific but set 

standards we just can’t live up to. Mothers who’ve died before we could 

really say thank-you. Mothers who’ve lost children and need to have their 

grief validated. 

And the church adds to the big theme with its own sense of the mothering of 

the Church as one that aims to provide all that we need in faith’s journey. 

Great, but, tough to live up to and encompass all on one Sunday. What can 

we do? In Emma Percy’s book, ‘What clergy do: even when it looks like 

nothing’, she arrives at the conclusion that all we can be is ‘good enough’. 

So, let’s ease off on all those big expectations and just be ‘good enough’, 

whether we’re mothers, fathers, the Church, or anyone who does their best 

to love and care. 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

NEW ACTIVITY SESSIONS  FOR EVERYONE 

Foxes Bridge Centre, Valley Road, Cinderford, has become a Community 

Hub incorporating Foxes Bridge Day Care (5days), Forest Sensory Services 

(4 days) and Crossroads Active Living Programme Day Care (3 days). The 

Hub now has a range of reasonably-priced daily activity sessions open to 

anyone in the community. There is also a monthly tea dance, a monthly carers 

group and a weekly bingo morning with fish and chip lunch.  

Monday May 18th is a taster day at the Hub. You can try Tai-chi, Active 

Balance, Walk 4 Health, craft, computers and other activities. A light lunch 

will be available. Ask your Village Agent or see the Foxes Bridge flyer for 

more details. 

RISE AND RECLINER CHAIRS LOAN 

I visited Men in Sheds at the Furniture Recycling Warehouse in Gloucester 

Docks. Fabulous place for men with time on their hands! During my visit, I 

was told about the loan of Rise & Recliner chairs. It is a convenient, cost 

effective solution for people who are recovering from medical treatment, 

receiving palliative care or have disabilities or mobility problems. The 

Furniture Recycling Project work with OT's to offer a personal service to find 

the right chair for the client. All chairs are electronically tested and 

professionally cleaned before being delivered. 
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The cost is £75 for the first month and £35 thereafter - which isn't bad 

considering a new chair can cost in excess of £1000 and may only be needed 

for a short period of time! They also sell new mattresses, beds and new white 

goods at reduced prices for people in need. For further information and prices 

contact Andy 01452 524333 ext 2   /   www.frpglos.org.uk   

Mob: 07725 421 947   /   Email: andy.barrett@frpglos.org.uk 

HEALTHWATCH NEEDS YOUR EXPERIENCES 

Do you, a relative or friend currently receive domiciliary care services (home 

care)? If so, Healthwatch Gloucestershire would like to hear from you with 

your experiences, good and bad. Healthwatch believes that Domiciliary Care 

is one of the most important services we have because they support some of 

the most vulnerable in our society.  Because of this, services need to be 

caring, flexible and compassionate. Gloucestershire County Council will re-

commission Domiciliary Care later this year and your feedback will help us 

to discuss what the new contract should include. 

 Please contact us now by: Email at info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk 

or call us free on 0800 652 5193. Your voice really does count. 

VOLUNTEER CAR DRIVERS NEEDED 

Lydney Dial-a-Ride is looking to recruit extra volunteer car drivers to help 

transport local passengers to and from their medical appointments in and 

around Gloucestershire. The trips are mainly Monday to Friday, and would 

help get local residents to vital medical appointments. This is a voluntary 

position, although expenses will be paid. You will be required to hold a clean 

driving licence, as well as complete an enhanced DBS disclosure. FFI email 

dar@lydneydialaride.co.uk, telephone 01594 843 809 or drop into our office 

at The Bus Station, Hams Road, Lydney.  
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.  
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

 

Ms Helen Dunsford 

7 Wintles Close,  

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP  

Tel: 01594 543146  

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


