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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 8.30am Said Holy Communion followed by 

10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 
 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 
 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 
 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 
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Surrexit Alleluia  
 

Sometimes magazine deadlines fall at inconvenient times.  Not 

inconvenient in that I have other things to do but rather because I am 

having to think a church season ahead. This month is no exception,  I 

am in the middle of preparations and thoughts for Holy Week, and our 

Easter Celebration which are still two weeks off, but you are going to 

be reading this in April after the Easter weekend has come and gone. 

Although of course not the Easter season. 

I am hoping that as you read you will have memories of our journey 

through Holy Week from that triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday, to the breaking of bread and washing of feet on Maundy 

Thursday, and standing at the foot of the cross.  And that you will have 

greeted the Risen Christ in the garden at Easter.    

After the initial encounters with the risen Christ my favourite 

resurrection story is of the encounter on the Emmaus road (Luke 24 13

-34) as I'm sure I have told you before. You'll remember that two of 

Jesus’ disciples on that first Easter day are on their way to Emmaus 

and a stranger joins them on the road and begins to talk to them about 

what has happened and how scripture pointed towards Jesus, and 

then while breaking bread at an evening meal the disciples realise it is 

Jesus who has been with them all day. This story reminds us that we 

meet Jesus in the mundane and the everyday, as well as in those times 

we have set aside for him. But that we need to have our eyes and ears 

open or we won't see him. If we don't look out for  him we won't see 

him. If we don't expect to meet him on the road of our lives then we 

won't.  

At the End of April our young people, ROCK are leading an act of  
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worship in Mitcheldean church. This service forms part of our 

commitment to an occasional 'something different' in worship and the 

young people have led a couple of exciting and thought provoking 

services over the last year. So do please come along and worship with 

them. Sunday April 24th 6.00pm. 

On the day before that, Saturday 23rd we have our Annual Church 

Meeting. This is the 1st of our new united parish. It begins with coffee 

and cake and morning prayer at 10.00am in Mitcheldean church, and 

as well as an occasion for the church council to share some of it's work 

throughout the year it is your opportunity to come and show your 

support for them. 

 

David Gill 

Daily Bible Readings - April 2016 

1st  Acts 4. 1-12 

2nd Acts 4. 13-21 

3rd John 20. 19-end  

4th Luke 20. 19-end 

5th Acts 4. 32-end 

6th Acts 5. 1-26 

7th Acts 5. 27-33 

8th Acts 5.34-42 

9th Acts 6. 1-7 

10th John 21. 1-19 

11th Acts 6. 8-15 

12th Acts 7. 51-8.1 

13th Acts 8. 1-8 

14th Acts 8. 26-end 

15th Acts. 9. 1-20 

16th Acts 9. 31-42 

17th John 10. 22-30  

18th Acts 11. 1-18 

19th Acts 11. 19-26 

20th Acts 12. 24- 13. 5 

21st Acts 13. 13-25 

22nd Acts 13. 26-33 

23rd Acts 13. 34-end 

24th  John 13. 31-35 

25th Mark 13. 5-13 

26th Acts 14. 19-end 

27th Acts 15. 1-6 

28th Acts 15. 7-21 

29th Acts 15. 22-31 

30th Acts 16. 1-10 
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Gloucester Cathedral celebrates Project Pilgrim success 

Gloucester Cathedral is delighted to announce that the Heritage Lottery 

Fund (HLF) has awarded a £4,160,300 grant for Project Pilgrim. 

Project Pilgrim Phase One: the Heart of Gloucester is a £6m project to help 

the Cathedral to fulfil its role as a dynamic place of spiritual, community and 

heritage activity. This investment will improve and restore specific areas of 

the building and grounds as well as uncover and share stories about the 

people and events which have helped to define the significant role it has 

played in the City and Nation’s history. 

The ambitious plans include: 

 the creation of a new Cathedral Green, providing a public space in the 

historic heart of the City 

 conservation of the 15th Century Lady Chapel and its magnificent 

stained glass 

 provision of a new entrance and welcome area 

 improvements to access and story-telling across the site 

 installation of solar panels on the nave roof 

This will be supported by a varied three year programme of activities to 

enable more people to connect with this iconic building’s heritage. 

Work is scheduled to begin in the late summer, after Three Choirs Festival 

2016. 
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Joining in as we journey on beyond 2016:  The Bishop of Gloucester,  

the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek 

Since 2012, churches within the Diocese of Gloucester have been working 

towards a shared vision— Journeying Together. Our four key commitments 

are to worship together; to share our Christian faith and values; to provide a 

visible presence in every community and parish; and to serve the wider 

world. I am now inviting you to be part of the process of discerning how we 

move forward on our  

journey over the next five years, building on all that has been achieved. 

Rooted in Prayer (5 to 15 May) 

I am inviting everyone to come to a Day of Prayer in the Cathedral on 

Ascension Day, Thursday 5 May, any time between 11am to 8.30pm. There 

will be an opportunity to pray in different ways as we come together before 

God to listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to us.  

Conversation around three core questions (15 May to 20 July) 

 What is the Holy Spirit saying to us in this Diocese? 

 What is your dream or vision for the Church in our Diocese in five 

years’ time? 

 What could we do to realise this vision?  

The aspiration is that even now you will begin to plan times and places to 

hold conversations with others, not only within worshipping congregations 

and church-led projects, but also with people of all ages and backgrounds in 

the wider community, many of whom may not identify themselves as 

Christians. We need to be listening carefully to what God might be saying to 

us through those we encounter in the places where we live, work, study and 

socialise. Please do share the various ways in which you plan to hold 

conversations.   
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There will be clear instructions about how to feed back what you have heard 

and there will then be a process of distillation before launching some key 

priorities together in Advent. If you are reading this and you live or work 

within the Diocese then you are part of this process of prayer and 

conversation to discern what the Spirit of God might be saying to us. Find 

out more at www.gloucester.anglican.org/about/vision-statement 

 

150 years of Reader ministry 

To celebrate the impact our many Readers have in our churches and 

communities today, Readers are invited to a birthday party at Gloucester 

Cathedral on 21 May. Each church is also being invited to choose a Sunday 

between 22 May and 19 June to share a birthday cake at their Sunday service 

and to share some stories about Reader ministry and the blessings it is 

bringing in your area. To find out more visit www.gloucester.anglican.org/

ministry-vocations-and-discipleship/reader-ministry 
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The Parish Diary - April 2016 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Friday 1st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 3rd 2nd of Easter 

 8.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 5th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 7th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 8th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 9th 10.00am: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 10th 3rd of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 12th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 14th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 15th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate) 

Saturday 16th 2.00pm: Baptism 
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Sunday 17th 4th of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 19th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 21st 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 22nd 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 23rd 10.00am: Annual Church Meeting (M) 

 2.00pm - 7.00pm: Bell Ringers Training Day (M) 

Sunday 24th 5th of Easter 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 6.00pm: ROCK-led Service (M) 

Tuesday 26th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 28th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 29th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 30th 11.00am: Baptism (M) 

 

May 2016 
Sunday 1st 6th of Easter 

 8.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 
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Mitcheldean Young Poets’ Competition 2016 
 

Following the outstanding success of the inaugural Mitcheldean Young 

Poets’ Competition in 2015 (including prize-winners from Mitcheldean, 

Lea and HopeBrook Primary Schools among others), plans for this 

summer’s competition have now been announced - with a special 

added bonus (see below for details). 

As before there will be four age groups: 5-8, 9-11, 12-16 and 17-18, 

with book-token prizes of £20, £10 and £5 for the first second and 

third in each group. Poems will be judged by an independent panel of 

Forest poets and authors. The preferred maximum length is up to 20 

lines and the closing date for applications is 28th May 2016. Entry 

forms can be obtained from the library or the church, and from 

the library website: gl17hub.org. 

The winners will be announced at the end of June with prize-winners 

being invited to read their poems and receive their prizes at the poetry 

recital to be held at Mitcheldean Library on Saturday 16th July as part 

of the ‘Mitcheldean Fete & Folk Festival’. 

The bonus mentioned above is that the organisers of the prestigious 

Junior Forest Bard competition were so impressed with last year’s 

competition that they have suggested an ongoing collaboration and 

the Mitcheldean committee has been delighted to agree. This means 

that a selection of entries on Forest themes will be forwarded for entry 

to the Junior Bard competition - thereby doubling the poets’ chances 

of winning and guaranteeing substantial media coverage. 

For further details, please contact John Livesey: 07974201434 / 

website@gl17hub.org 

 



 

Around the Spire: April 2016 -  10 

Saturday 21st May 
6.30pm 

in Mitcheldean Church 

 

 

 

 
 

For all film fans 
Watch the film “West Side Story” 

Sing along to your favourite songs  
(you know more than you think) 

An Italian themed meal. 
 

Tickets only £7 and £4 for under 12s 

Soft Drinks Included. If you'd like something stronger please bring your 
own.  

 

Email: fr.d.gill@gmail.com 

Phone: Sue Lewis 01594 542618 
 

We have now re-arranged this West Side Story evening to May 21st.  Unfortunately it was 
cancelled in March due to lack of ticket sales, but we now know many of you were planning 
on attending. If you want to come please let us know even if you don't actually pay for your 

ticket up front.  When we have to buy food and other items for a social or fund raising event, 
we do actually need to know you are coming in advance.  Thank you. David  

mailto:frdavid@stmichalemticheldean.co.uk
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Blaisdon, Flaxley,  

Littledean, Longhope, Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn,  

Northwood Green and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

HELP CARERS TO INCREASE THEIR STATE PENSION 

National Insurance credits are available to help people fill gaps in their record 

in order to increase their State Pension. Carer’s Credit is for people of 

working age who deliver 20 – 35 hours of care per week and don’t get either 

Carer’s Allowance or child benefit for a child under 12.  

FFI and an application form visit www.gov.uk/carers-credit 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE CENTRAL HEATING… 

grant funding of up to £4,000 per property is available to eligible clients. The 

scheme helps those who do not currently have a central heating system and 

those who have storage heaters which heat less than 50% of the rooms. (Only 

certain rooms are counted). The scheme is open to those who own or 

privately rent their homes and will need to meet certain criteria. Eligibility 

will be based on your income, savings, housing costs and fuel bills, or the 

benefits you receive. Please have these details available when you call or, if 

you are unsure, Warm & Well advisors will be happy to send out further 

information. Free home energy advice visits and grants for cavity wall and 

loft insulation are also available. Insulation grants are subject to a survey. For 

more information or to find out if you’re eligible or for general energy 

efficiency advice,  

Tel: 0800 500 3076, Email: warmandwell@severnwye.org.uk 
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MEN IN SHEDS IN THE FOREST 

The Stowfield Site initiative to interlink people within the community is 

supporting the set up of a Men in Sheds group within the Forest of Dean. The 

aim of the project is to support older men from diverse backgrounds in 

maintaining their health and well being and to increase their interaction 

within their community. Men in Sheds is a not-for-profit organisation which 

could provide that 'missing something' for someone you may know - so 

please feel free to tell that someone about it.  

FFI phone George Maller  01594 861359  Email: george.maller@orchard-

trust.org.uk  Visit:  www.orchard-trust.org.uk  and menssheds.org.uk 

REMEMBERING SPORT AT KINGSHOLM 

Come along to the men’s 50+ social group in Kingsholm. Talk about 

watching/playing/supporting sport with other men from around the county. 

Refreshments provided. Thursday 14th April. Location: The Lion’s Den, near 

the Shed, Kingsholm Stadium. Time: 12.15 - 1.45pm. Parking is available in 

the main car park To register your interest and for more information, please 

contact Julie Pritchard at GRCC   Email: juliep@grcc.org.uk  Tel: 01452 

528491 

PICTURE SCAM 

Conmen operating in the Forest visit houses claiming to be deaf. They try to 

persuade householders to buy a picture claiming to have painted it themselves 

and charging £15 or so. The 'paintings' are, in fact, cheap prints costing about 

£1, thereby making a nice profit. The police recently released a picture in the 

“Forester” of one of them caught on CCTV. The message is do not to buy at 

the door from cold callers. 
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

Mitcheldean Endowed School 
 

“DICK BRICE Entertains” 
 

The Staff and Governors are delighted to welcome this very popular ‘Forester’ 

to our school. Dick has very kindly agreed to support us in our efforts to raise 

the money needed for our building program. To meet the educational 

expectations of our ever growing village, we are improving and increasing the 

facilities of the school. We have been very fortunate to have received the 

necessary funding from Gloucester Diocese, which involves the school 

providing 10% of the costs.  

 

Please support us in our endeavour to provide this. Do come along and join 

us for this wonderful occasion of music, song and comedy. There will be a bar 

plus Ploughmans Supper. Tickets (£5) available from Pam Martin, Governor 

and the school office. 
 

Saturday 7th May - Starts 7.00pm at the School Hall 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 
location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 
please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 
accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

  

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 
Harts Barn 

between Mitcheldean & Longhope 
On the A4136 

Tel: 01452 831221 
 

Open Tuesday-Sunday 
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 

 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: fr.d.gill@gmail.com 

 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

 

Churchwardens 
 

Mrs Sue Lewis 

Nasz-Dom, The Stenders, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE 

Tel: 01594 542618 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


