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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch noticeboards or 

view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or housebound.  

Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952 

Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to this joint December & January edition of the Parish 

Magazine. Our next publication w ill be the February edition so if you 

wish to include an article, please send it to us by 22nd January. Thank you for your 

continued support.  

Alongside the paper copies, this magazine is now also available on our website and 

can be emailed directly to you. We are glad to see that the mailing list continues to 

grow in size each month. Speak to either Fr. David, Michael Heylings or Hugh James 

or email us at magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk to find out more. 

Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider passing 

it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news. 
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The night is about over, dawn is about to break! 

 

In his letter to the church in Rome St Paul wrote… 

'Make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of 

all your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off, 

oblivious to God. The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and 

awake to what God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the 

salvation work he began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a 

minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and 

indulgence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing 

everything in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, 

waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and 

about!'  Romans 13. 11-14 

 

 Although the apostle Paul wrote this passage long ago, it perfectly describes 

the challenge for this season of Advent. Day-to-day obligations increase as 

Christmas nears and people think about the entertaining, shopping, 

decorating and all that has  come to define a perfect Christmas.  

There is something about being human that finds fulfilment in acquiring 

things. We may not all have a shoe compulsion but there are not many of us 

who do not in some way find our sense of identity in the things we have 

gathered around us.  

Yet in this season which has become more about the acquirement of stuff, the 

message is far greater than any 'thing' -  it is .. deliverance is near! Dawn is 

about to break! The message is God intercedes in human affairs to provide 

something life giving, real, lasting. Far from fleeting satisfaction we might get 

from acquiring goods, God’s incredible love is dwelling among us. We are 

receiving a gift beyond anything conceived by humanity and marketed on 

store shelves. 
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If we truly want a life-giving Christmas, drawing closer to God needs to take 

priority over any material desire on this year’s wish list, Opening our hearts 

to God's great gift of love needs to be the reason why we give and receive, the 

reason for our celebration.  

I wish you all a very happy Christmas.  

 

 David Gill 

 

School Christmas Lunches 
 

The Christmas season has almost arrived. As a Governor of Mitcheldean 

Endowed Primary School, I have been very aware that not only are the 

children visiting our church more often but also we, the congregation, are 

encouraged to be more involved in our school. "Open the Book" has involved 

some of us but I would like it to extend to all. To that end and because the 

festive season is such an expensive time for parents, I have suggested that the 

Church pays for ALL the children to have the Christmas Lunch at school on 

Monday 16th December. The cost is £2.30 per child and there are 205 

children on roll. We will run a number of fundraising activities in the new 

year, thereby relieving us all of the pre-christmas pressure, to meet the cost.   

We are also wondering whether anyone would like to donate a box of 

crackers towards the event? Julia thinks that a variety of size, shape and 

colour will add to the festivities, so when you next shop and are 

contemplating adding an extra package for "The Lord’s Larder", please 

include this gift for our children. At a time when we all have a heightened 

awareness of the needs of family, friends and society, what better place to 

start than in our own village. Happy Christmas! 

 

   Pam Martin, Churchwarden (Mitcheldean) 
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Services this Christmas 

Sunday 22nd December 

 3.00pm: Carol Service (A) 

 6.00pm: Carols (M) 
 

Tuesday 24th Christmas Eve 

 4.00pm: Crib Service (M) 

 (Come dressed as your favourite nativity character!) 

 11.00pm: Midnight Mass (M) 
 

Wednesday 25th Christmas Day 

 8.45am: Holy Communion (A) 

 10.00am: Family Eucharist (M) 

 (Bring your Christmas presents to show us!) 

 From the Parish Record... 

 

BAPTISMS 

9th November: Charlotte Em ily Jones  

(daughter of Clive and Emma) 
 

WEDDINGS 

November: Mark Prosser  & Catherine Popejoy  

 

FUNERALS 

November: Ivy Batt (95) 
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Thought for the Day 

This article was broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s ’Today’ programme by Clifford Longley, their 

religious affairs commentator.  

 

The Government has announced tax breaks for married couples to signify 

State support for marriage. But will they work, for instance, by persuading 

more people to marry? They could, but the question is more complicated 

than it seems and the facts don't all point one way.  

 

A survey by the think-tank ‘Civitas’ a few years ago found that most 

unmarried people, including those who cohabited, still valued marriage 

highly and wanted it for themselves, if not now, then eventually. This 

contradicts the common assumption that society is neatly divided in two - 

one side in favour of marriage and the other side hostile to it. The number of 

people in this second category is actually quite small.  

 

The survey also found that a wedding ceremony did not create a commitment 

between two people, but celebrated one that already existed. A high 

proportion of those who marry are already living together. So, though legal 

marriages are more stable statistically than cohabitation, a wedding does not 

necessarily make a good relationship better or cure a bad one.   

 

What we appear to be witnessing is not the abandonment of marriage in 

favour of a more permissive lifestyle - the public's disapproval of infidelity is 

actually growing - but the return of a much older pattern. It is known as 

‘customary marriage’, or what we sometimes term ‘common law marriage’. In 

the Middle Ages, in fact in England until the 18th century, society recognised 

as properly married in the sight of God, any couple that lived together as man 

and wife. As you can imagine, it became quite chaotic, which is why Church 

and State eventually stepped in to tidy it all up.  
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Originally the Church's role was not to create the marriage but to give it 

God's blessing, to celebrate the reality already created by their commitment - 

at the heart of which was mutual faithfulness. At the time, Church teaching 

was that husband and wife administered the sacrament of matrimony to each 

other. I find that a powerful insight.  

 

Many people still value the public status of marriage so highly that they are 

prepared to pay heavily to achieve it.  The average cost of a wedding in 

Britain is surely far too high. It is over £20,000 compared with which the 

government’s tax concession is pretty modest. 

 

I’m not dismissing the government’s case for recognising marriage – they are 

on to something important. But we need to know more. There is a need for 

something like a Royal Commission to look at how society can really build 

support for stable families and good relationships, whatever we call them. 

There is a strong case for the churches and other faith traditions to come 

together and set up one of their own. They are themselves in the marriage 

business after all. And there are some things that are too important to be left 

entirely to the politicians. 

 

Children in Church 
 

A Sunday School teacher asked her little children, as they were on the  

way to church service, 

"And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 

One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." 

+ + + 

A little boy was overheard praying: 

"Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it. 

I'm having a real good time like I am." 
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Abenhall PCC 

Dear all, as you are aware our Church is run by a small band that form your 

PCC. The PCC selects officers to head the PCC on a 3 year term. The terms 

are staggered to avoid reselection of all officers at one time. Over the last 2 – 

3 years we have changed our Church Wardens and Secretary. We are 

currently seeking a Treasurer to replace our current Treasurer of 16 years. 

 

The accounts are run on a receipts and payments basis using an Excel 

spreadsheet for the accounts. Support and training courses are regularly run 

by the Diocese, and advice is always available. The accounts are audited every 

year. Should you wish to get involved with your Church and would like to 

take on the Treasurer’s office please contact Abenhall PCC’s secretary or 

other Church Officers (details below). 

 

Church Wardens: Mrs K. Fisher (kathy.fisher@btinternet.com, 01594 543584) 

 Miss S. Baker (sheila.bakerbtinternet.com, 01594 543522) 

Secretary:  Mrs C. Pope (pope0ed@btinternet.com, 01594 542927) 

Treasurer:  Mr. R. Walford (rwalford42@gmail.com, 01594 542373) 

 

Children in Church 
 

The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as he preached, he   

        moved briskly about the platform, jerking the mike cord as he went. 

Then he moved to one side, getting wound up in the cord and nearly  

     tripping before jerking it again. 

   After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew leaned  

   toward her mother and whispered, 

"If he gets loose, will he hurt us?" 
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Mitcheldean Scout Christmas Post 2013 
 

2nd Mitcheldean Scout Group is hoping to raise money towards groups funds 

this year by offering a Christmas Post Service. For the cost of 25p per stamp 

the Scouts will deliver a Christmas cards to any address in Mitcheldean 

village. The service will run from 25th November until Friday 13th December. 

With the rising costs of postage we hope that this scheme will help, in a small 

way, to reduce the cost of Christmas - as well as being a positive community 

project. 

The Church wardens and Fr David have kindly agreed to locate one of our 

post-boxes in the church. The stamps will also be available for purchase from 

the church during the Thursday coffee morning, as well as on Sunday 

services. The library will also have a box and be selling stamps. Other 

locations we are still waiting for confirmation are the Surgery, the Chemist, 

Forest Gate Church and Townsend House. 

If you have any questions concerning the scheme, please do not hesitate to 

contact the scout group at mitcheldeanscoutgroup@gmail.com or look out for 

us selling stamps. 
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A Tale of  Christmas Old... 
 

It’s happened – I now know I am getting old – and no,  it’s not down to an 

increase in wrinkles or the odd grey hair.  It’s all the fault of the ever 

increasing mini blockbuster TV ads that a lot of the major stores and 

supermarkets seem to be using to promote their own special sparkly brand of 

Christmas.  

I waited with baited breathe for the first one to be shown, having read for 

weeks in the press about the opulence of the settings, and the fame of the 

many stars who were to appear – and it didn’t disappoint.  I sat transfixed 

watching snippets of a fairytale, with the best dressed and shod heroine ever, 

who is carrying the latest must have gadget or gizmo!    And since then I have 

seen “Disney” themed adverts and “fantasy” adverts and “behind the scenes 

of your average British family” adverts, all designed to convince you that only 

this store or that Supermarket can give you the items that you must have to 

make it a Christmas you truly desire. 

But then I got to thinking back to my childhood –(hence the aging 

reference….) – and to how truly wonderful my Christmas’s were, and all 

without the help or influence of a single TV advert.   

In those days Christmas didn’t start till December – there was none of the 

influx of goods and adverts in early September like there is nowadays.  And I 

truly believe it seemed all the more exciting when nothing really started 

properly till December.  

I can remember my Mum would add a few extra goodies to her weekly shop 

all throughout December, which would all be hidden away in the larder until 

Christmas Eve, at which time Dad was in charge of putting a selection out in 

special glass bowls for the days through to New Year. There would be savoury 

treats and peanuts galore, and those wonderful little cheesie tasting footballs  
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that made your tongue sore if you ate too many – and figs in a box with a 

little wooden fork, and nuts that always refused to be cracked, no matter how 

strong the nut cracker was.     We had chocolate tree decorations which 

melted when the tree was put too close to the fire – and my brother became 

an expert at peeling the silver foil off, eating the chocolate, and then 

rebuilding the foil to make it look like it had been untouched by human 

hand !  

Cards were written by Mum, but it was my job to stick the special Christmas 

stamps on them for posting.  And at school we had a cardboard post box, 

where you posted cards to your friends and teachers and waited for the last 

day of term, when they were then given out by the Head Mistress.  

Decorations went up the week before the big day, and I seemed to spend 

hours making paper chains and even more hours trying to get rid of the taste 

of gum that was left after all the licking.   And they always fell down – every 

year without fail, they fell down, no matter how much sellotape was used to 

stick them to the ceiling.  

We always had a nativity play at school and one year I was selected to play the 

Angel Gabriel.  I was so excited, despite having to wear a metal coat hanger 

halo covered in tinsel that was the most painful thing I have ever had to put 

on my head.  But the sheer pride of stepping out on the stage dressed in one 

of my Mum’s bed sheets and the aforementioned halo, and seeing my Mum 

and Dad in the audience was unbeatable.  

And the joy of the pillow case outside your door on Christmas morning after a 

sleepless night of anticipation, just waiting for it to get light outside.   Present 

opening was always done on Mum and Dad’s bed so that the delight and joy 

could be shared by us all.  I always had an annual – Blue Peter was a favourite 

of mine – and there was always an apple, a tangerine and a bag of golden 

chocolate coins in a net.     
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I can still remember some of my big presents – Spirograph was one of my 

best, as was an Etch-a-Sketch, and one magical year I had a record player 

that came in a box the size of a small suitcase !    

My Nan often came to stay with us at Christmas and she could always be 

relied on to bring something special with her.  One magical year she brought 

indoor fireworks – they were amazing, even though they filled the front room 

with smoke and singed the paper Father Christmas table cloth.  That was in 

the days before smoke alarms, and I can remember we had to sit and shiver 

whilst all the windows were thrown open to get rid of the smell.    Another 

year she brought a huge cotton wool snowball that was filled with treats and 

money – I still have a sixpence that I dug out of that snowball.     And Nan 

loved the drink of the same name as well – that thick yellow gooey drink that 

we all called a Snowball and which always had a red sticky cherry on the top.  

Perhaps I am looking back now wearing snow flake coloured glasses, but as I 

watch yet another fantasy Christmas advert unfold on the screen, with an 

amazing array of luxury goods and foods which you just have to have, I recall 

with fondness my Etch-a-Sketch, and the figs that no one ever ate, and I 

know that I wouldn’t have missed my Christmas’s of old for all for the world.  

Helen Dunsford  

Christmas Fair & Carols! 

On Friday 20th December, from 6.30pm, 

we will be holding our Christmas Fair on  

the lawn at St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean. 

The A. W. Parker (Drybrook) Band will be playing carols and we will 

have a barbecue, cakes, bottles, tombola, lucky dip and games. The 

Christmas Trees will also be lit in church on the evening. 
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MESSY CHRISTINGLE 

Sunday 8th December at 2.30pm 

St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean 

Crafts, a time of celebration and 

hot dogs before heading home. 

You can help! We need small boxes (up to six inches square) and old 

Christmas Cards for some activities. Please pass to Fr. David. 

 

What makes the perfect Churchwarden? 
Taken from the 1918 ‘Jubilee Souvenir’ booklet produced for St. Augustine’s Church, 

Edgbaston by Rev’d. Rosslyn Bruce, Vicar of St. Augustine’s. 
 

The ideal of a churchwarden is more easily felt than described. We all know it, when 

we see it; but we do not know how to account for it, or to explain in what it consists. 

Ease, grace, dignity, are but parts of it, but his habitual self-possession always makes 

the ideal churchwarden. He looks and says and does the right thing without effort, 

restraint or confusion; he is master of the situation as an artist is master of his 

instrument; he provides the congregation unconsciously with a certain sense of 

reverent decorum, and manifests an infinite capacity for kindly services, which flow 

from an unfailing spring, which derives its force from within, or rather, from above 

himself. 

A loyal past-warden is a very great help both to his successors and to the church as a 

whole; his experience of the activities of the church, the fabric, the finance, the 

feelings, and even the foibles both of the flock and of the clergy – for they, being 

human, have feelings, and , alas! foibles, too – all this is of a value difficult to 

exaggerate. Happy is the church that is strong in its past-wardens. 
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The Parish Diary - December 2013 & January 2014 
 

Find out what is happening in December and January. Please feel free to 

join us at any of our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, S = Mitcheldean Primary School) 

 

December 2013 

Sunday 1st Advent 1 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 3rd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 5th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 6th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 7th 12 noon: Guild of Servers Service (M) 

Sunday 8th Advent 2 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 2.30pm: Messy Christingle (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)  

Tuesday 10th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 12th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 3.00pm: Carols at Forest Court 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 13th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 15th Advent 3 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 17th 10.30am: Holy Communion (A) 
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Thursday 19th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 2.30pm: Primary School Service (M) 

Friday 20th 11.00am: Dene Magna Service (M) 

 6.00pm: Carols & Christmas Fair on the Lawn (M) 

Sunday 22nd Advent 4 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Carol Service (A) 

 6.00pm: Carols (M) 

Tuesday 24th Christmas Eve 

 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 4.00pm: Crib Service (M) 

 11.00pm: Midnight Mass (M) 

Wednesday 25th Christmas Day 

 8.45am: Holy Communion (A) 

 10.00am: Family Eucharist (M) 

Sunday 29th Christmas 1 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 
January 2014 

 

Sunday 5th Epiphany 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 7th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 8th 7.30pm: Mitcheldean PCC (Rectory) 

Thursday 9th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

Friday 10th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 
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Sunday 12th Baptism of Christ 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 14th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 16th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 17th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 19th Epiphany 2 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 21st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 23rd 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

Friday 24th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 26th Epiphany 3 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 28th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 30th 9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 31st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 

Looking Ahead - February 2014  

Sunday 2nd Candlemas 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 
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Choose to be thankful 
By Anne Baynham, Education Administrator for the Diocese of Gloucester. 

 

This time of year, my heart is back home in Utah.  My thoughts are all about 

Thanksgiving, a particularly American holiday.  The word evokes images of parades, 

family reunions, turkey, pumpkin pie – and of course – the ubiquitous thirty days of 

thanks through the medium of Facebook. In November, newsfeeds are flooded with 

status updates ranging from outpourings of love for family members to gratitude for 

One Direction (yes, someone did actually give thanks for boy bands).  Perhaps you 

sense a hint of cynicism?  Surely I should laud this seasonal gush of 

thankfulness?  And yes, you are right!  However, so many of these posts are swiftly 

followed by a string of trivial complaints. 

Sadly, this is not a phenomenon that is unique to Facebook, it is something we 

encounter daily, and, shamefully, often coming from our own mouths (I must plead 

guilt).  In one moment we might express gratitude for our windfalls, appreciation for 

tenuous bounties: good health, falling in love, new jobs, or the birth of a child.  In the 

next moment, we pay no notice to the things that are going well, or worse, take for 

granted those things in life that are solid and dependable: the unconditional love of a 

parent, supermarkets and pervasive advances in technology. 

Being thankful is a choice.  Next time you are standing on the precipice of a crisis, 

consider whether you are really having the worst day ever or whether you are simply 

ignoring the things for which you should be most grateful.  Instead of complaining 

that your smart phone isn’t running on the latest operating system, remember that 

you hold in your hand more computing power than was available for the Apollo 11 

moon landing.  Instead of feeling inconvenienced by the teachers’ strike, be mindful 

of how fortunate you are that your children have access to free education; think 

of Malala Yousafzai who was shot in the head by Taliban gunmen for standing up for 

girls’ rights to education.  The next time you are exasperated with the plumbing, 

compare the luxury of clean drinking water to the deaths of over 8,000 people in 

Haiti since the outbreak of cholera in 2010. 

Choose to be thankful this week and watch your whole perspective change. 



 

December 2013 
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Blessed Are The Peace-makers  

A Christmas Message from the Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Michael Perham:  

 

“O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie” is one of the most 

poignant of the Christmas carols, because the sad truth is that Bethlehem is 

anything but peaceful, caught up in the Israeli/Palestine conflict, a sign of 

injustice and oppression. 
 

Praying for the peace of the Holy Land has always seemed to be an 

important part of Christmas and prayer for the ever smaller Christian 

minority in Palestine gradually being squeezed out.  But in 2013 it is not just 

the land of Christ’s birth that has been on our television screens, but the 

whole North African and Middle East region, where the promising Arab 

spring has gone so wrong. No Happy Christmas in Syria or in Egypt this 

year. 
 

It would be comforting to be able to forget all about such things at 

Christmas. A comfort, but a nonsense. For the birth of Jesus is God’s good 

news for the oppressed. Jesus really is the Prince of Peace  -  ruler of a 

kingdom that begins in prayerful, peace-making human hearts like yours and 

mine, utterly unlike any other kingdom, and which, if we will be its citizens, 

can be a beacon of hope in a troubled world.  
 

Commitment to that would be the perfect Christmas present we could give 

to God and to God’s world in response to God’s giving of his Son.  

 

What Christmas means to me by Benedict and Beatrice 

Braddock (7 and 4) 
 

“At Christmas we like to go sledging if it snows. On Christmas Eve we go to 

sleep early so that Father Christmas will come.  We also set up our little 

wooden crib set at home. We might do some making and make our own 

crib figures.  
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“On Christmas Day we get up early and open some of our presents. We eat 

mince pies and celebrate. We eat special food.  
 

At Christmas we remember Jesus's birth. Jesus came to show us God's love. 

We go to church and may do a play, dressing up to tell the Christmas story. 

We have a special book at home about the story of the donkey that carried 

Mary to Bethlehem.  “We love Christmas!” 

  

What does Christmas mean to you?  

Get in touch to tell us on bevans@glosdioc.org.uk, tweet us using 

#xmasmeaning or write to us through the Diocese of Gloucester Facebook 

page. 

 

Five Facts You May Not Know About Christmas 
 

Christmas Day is almost certainly not the day that Jesus was born. 

December 25 was proclaimed the official celebration date by Pope Julius I, 
bishop of Rome, in 350AD. 
 

The tallest Christmas tree ever put on display, according to Guinness World 

Records, was put up outside the Northgate Shopping Center in Seattle, 

Washington in 1950. The Douglas fir tree was a whopping 221 feet tall. 
 

According to tradition, Martin Luther was the first person to decorate a 

Christmas tree. The Protestant reformer, who lived from 1483 to 1546, got 

the idea after seeing stars shining through the branches of a fir tree. He was 

apparently so moved by the beauty of the sight that he brought home an 

evergreen tree and decorated it with candles to share the image with his 

children. 
 

The first Christmas card was created by British illustrator John Callcott 

Horsley in 1843. He had been commissioned to design it by Henry Cole, 

who found he was too busy to write to his friends. 
 

Delivering presents to every child in the world takes plenty of logistics but 

Father Christmas would not quite have to travel at the speed of light to 

manage it. Scientists have calculated that Santa would have to visit 822 

homes a second to deliver all the world's presents on Christmas Eve, 

travelling at a staggering 650 miles a second. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Diocese-of-Gloucester/167103493347180
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Diocese-of-Gloucester/167103493347180
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Competition finds Christmas card for Bishop Michael  
 

A painting by artist Kim Hill has been chosen by the Bishop of Gloucester, 

the Rt Revd Michael Perham, as the image for his Christmas card this year. 
 

Kim had entered a competition, organised by PJ Crook, challenging artists to 

create a piece of work based on the Bible story, The Presentation at the 

Temple. The story tells of when Christ was brought to the Temple in 

Jerusalem for the first time. 
 

PJ, who is a patron of Cheltenham Open Studios, came up with the idea of a 

competition after speaking to Bishop Michael about finding someone to 

design a card for him. 
 

She said: “Bishop Michael asked back in April if I knew an artist who would 

create an image for his Christmas card this year. I had the pleasure of doing 

it about four years ago and we had used a student image last year. I thought 

we should run a competition and Bishop Michael thought it would a good 

idea. He was keen there should be a theme, so it was decided to use The 

Presentation at the Temple from Luke 2: 22-40. It is such a beautiful subject 

which has been taken as a source of inspiration by artists such as Mantegna 

and Bellini. What has impressed me is the beauty and sincerity of the work 

which was submitted.” 
 

An exhibition took place at Gloucester Cathedral last month to display the 

entries. 
 

Kim, who lives in Stoke Orchard, said: “I didn’t expect to win but it was a 

nice surprise. I have known PJ for quite a long time and she came to see my 

Open Studio exhibit in the summer. She talked to me about the competition 

after she saw a picture I’d done of my daughter, which is quite spiritual in 

tone. I was a book illustrator for 20 years and I love a good story. I was 

interested in what this story would mean to the early Christians. I live 

across the road from St James’ Church in Stoke Orchard so I imagined what 
it would be like for a family to take a new baby there for Candlemas. I love 

traditional Christmas cards so it is wonderful to know this will be the image 

for the Bishop’s card this year.” 
 

A card company in Gloucester has now expressed interest in using some of 

the images as part of its designs for Christmas 2014. 
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It’s not religion that causes wars...  
by the Rev’d Canon Richard Mitchell, Vicar of Shurdington, Badgeworth & Witcombe with 

Bentham  

 

Once again, as a nation, we remembered the dead of two world wars and 

many desperate international conflicts since. 

 

The feel was a bit different this year, it seems to me, as momentum picks up 

towards a whole series of commemorations of the First World War over 

the coming four years. National groups and local communities are planning 

how we’ll do justice to a harrowing period of our history that we’ve never 

really come to terms with. We’re still living with the consequences of 

doomed youth and the waste of modern war, with the challenge to care for 

those scarred by war and for families torn apart by the death of loved ones 

who fight on our behalf to defeat the enemies of peace and justice. 
 

This is tough stuff and I think we’ll need to steel ourselves over the coming 

months to face again and again something that’s not popular in our own 

success-driven culture; that failure in our interdependence with one another 

as human beings remains a stark reality for the world of today. 

 

We remember past wars of the 20th century and sometimes think, with 

hindsight, we can see where mistakes were made that resulted in the deaths 

of more people across the globe than at any other time before. Then we’re 

confronted by our own century and, in the last two years alone, by the 

100,000 people who’ve been killed in Syria’s civil war and our inability to 

stop it happening. 

 

I’d say it’s not religion that causes wars, but human weakness and our 

inability to acknowledge it. Surely our remembrance only honours the past 

when we use it to change the future for the better? 

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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Brinkman High School 
Raising funds for the creation of Brinkman High School in Tanzania has been 

a priority for the Bishop of Gloucester in recent years. Named after a German 

missionary of many years who was active in this part of north-west Tanzania, 

Brinkman High School is the joint aspiration of the local diocese and 

Gloucester Diocese. It is in the process of being built in the rapidly-

expanding town of Kasulu, the population of which has recently overtaken 

the major regional centre of Kigoma.  Whereas Kigoma has the airport, lake 

port and many other features associated with the ways of the West, Kasulu is 

a very African town with its vibrant market, several Christian churches, a 

mosque, and the many children of a thriving community.  But local 

secondary schools do not have any substantial sixth form facility. This is the 

purpose of Brinkman High School - to provide a sixth form for students 

aspiring to the equivalent of A-levels.  It is to be a community facility for 

Kasulu and its surrounding villages under the auspices of the Anglican 

Church, born out of the long-standing link between dioceses in Gloucester, 

California and Tanzania formed at a recent Lambeth Conference.   

Brinkman will provide classrooms, dormitories and a trained teaching force 

to serve an academic curriculum. It will have a Christian ethos but provide 

for those of all faiths including local Christians and Muslims. It will be fee-

paying (as is all secondary education in Tanzania) but will have some 

students on scholarships and sponsorships.  It is committed to serving male 

and female students in equal numbers.   

The funding of Phase 1 of its buildings is to be shared equally between 

Gloucester and the local diocese at a total cost of the order of £190,000.  So 

far, 7 of its 13 classrooms are completed, as are the foundations for its 

dormitories, which are necessary for students from distant villages. This 

funding is provided by monies raised and expertise and resources given. 

Gloucester’s contribution will be mostly financial with expertise provided  
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locally by Dr Alastair Sammon, recently of Gloucester Royal Hospital and 

now working in Kasulu District’s hospitals, who has hold of the purse strings 

and ensures financial oversight, probity and value for money.  The local 

diocesan contribution is also financial but with a significant input of freely-

given expertise of engineers, builders and tradesmen and of free or 

discounted resources such as timber and other building materials.  

Any project’s development differs in significant ways in England and 

Tanzania.  In England, the finance is raised first before work begins. In 

Tanzania, what finance is available is spent on a first phase with subsequent 

phases waiting for future finance to be found.  Fund-raising in England tends 

to be continuous; in Tanzania it is done in quantum leaps at periodic fund-

raising events.  The next such event is to occur in April 2014 when it is hoped 

that a significant national dignitary will be present to give his considerable 

personal backing to the project.  With a following wind, the high school may 

admit its first students by the end of 2014 and almost certainly during 2015.  

The high school will be a hugely important institution in the life of the local 

people for whom education is valued, sought after and, at sixth-form level, 

currently difficult. Gloucester’s commitment is to continue to help these 

aspirations and to play its part in the lives of Kasulu’s young people.   

Michael Heylings 

Help with Trees! 

On Sunday 15th December we will be  

potting up the Christmas Trees for the  

Christmas Tree Festival. The more people 

able to help the quicker it can be done! 

Join us at St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean from 2pm. 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY 

The Forest of Dean Dementia Alliance is a mixture of organisations and 

individuals who want to enable and support dementia friendly communities in 

the Forest of Dean district, to remove the myths surrounding dementia and to 

raise awareness through practical information and support. Andy Morgan-

Watts is a Dementia Champion in the Forest and can give a 45 minute talk to 

community groups. His contact details are: Tel: 01594 529381 Email: 

andrew.morgan-watts@live.co.uk   

The Dementia Alliance would like to develop a network of champions across 

the Forest who could ensure that literature is available and understood in their 

village, parish or town. If you have a little free time and would like to do this, 

contact Lena Maller Tel: 01594 812609 Email: lena.maller@fdean.gov.uk 

 

CHARITY EMAIL SCAM 

As Christmas approaches many people’s thought are directed towards 

charitable causes. One point to bear in mind, however, is that reputable 

charities never request money in an email so, if you receive an email asking 

for a donation, directing you to a web site which then requires your personal 

& bank details, beware - it will be a scam.  
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HOT WATER BOTTLES 

Never use boiling water to fill a hot water bottle as this can cause the bottle to 

split or leak. Very hot water is fine. Do not lie or sit on the hot water bottle. 

Do not overfill - three-quarters is the maximum. Never use a hot water bottle 

at the same time as an electric blanket.  

 

HEALTH WALKS 

Health Walks are organised, volunteer-led walks. They last for 30-60 minutes 

and are free to take part in. They are suitable for everyone and there’s no need 

to book. Most walks end in a café or hall where walkers can have tea or 

coffee and a chat.  

For further information, call the FoDDC Community Engagement Team on 

01594 812617. If you would like to train as a walk leader, phone Graham 

Spencer 01594 562240. 

 

News from Mitcheldean Endowed Primary School 
These notices are taken from recent school newsletters and show what the pupils have been 
up to over recent months.  
 

Children In Need 

We raised £127.20 for non uniform on Friday. Ella-Mai Baynham, Liana Strogusz, 

Morgan Adams, Holly Gardiner & Jai-Leigh Turner from Year 5 raised £46.24 on 

their cake sale which they organised themselves and Emily Burris raised over £50 

selling knitted Pudsey Bears , many thanks to Emily’s mum and auntie for knitting so 

many as they were very popular.  

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 

Thanks to everyone who made up shoe boxes, 47 were collected! 

Term Dates 

The last day of term is Friday 20th December. Children return after New Year on 

Tuesday 7th January. 
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Welcome Club 
 

At our meeting on 6th November we had great fun packing Christmas shoe 

boxes for The Samaritans Purse Christmas child appeal.  It’s very surprising 

what you can pack in to a shoe box  and when they were all finished and 

wrapped up in Christmas paper it was a very festive sight.  Hopefully they 

will bring a lot of pleasure to the children. 

Our November outing was to Cwmbran.  This is a trip mainly for Christmas 

shopping and everyone came back home loaded with bags and lighter purses! 

We have our Christmas lunch to look forward to in December and our party 

at the Community centre and then we have a break until February.  

ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  
Care and support when it matters most 

from local, professional staff 
  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

  
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/landing.asp
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Sue Lewis 

Nasz Dom, The Stenders,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE 

Tel: 01594 542618 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


