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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’

Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN

Welcome to the joint December & January magazine. As expected, our
main focus in this edition is the coming Christmas season but we also
look back over the church’s year and our series of Daily Bible readings
continues.
If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email
magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this
on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend.

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service
Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer
(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch
noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk
The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or
housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952.

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing
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Welcome Club

Two Christmases...

The clubs trip out for November was to Cheltenham and to
Gloucester Quays.

This year we will be celebrating two Christmases... by that I don't

Cheltenham was looking very festive with all the Christmas

mean that we will be celebrating Christmas on two different dates,

decorations etc. and everyone came back to the coach with

rather that there are two different celebrations going on at the same

loaded bags.
We then had an hour and a half for a look around the shops at
the Quays and a quick cup of coffee. This is our last trip for 2014
and was a very enjoyable one.

time, and I have to confess that like many other families the two
celebrations are only loosely connected.
The first of these is the celebration of the nativity of our Lord and
saviour Jesus Christ, celebrated through word and sacrament in
church, and the second the celebration of family through the giving of

Joy Lea

presents, hospitality given and received, and food (and drink) shared.
On reflection I think that even at the Rectory we forget that the second
celebration is really a continuation of the first.

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS
made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369

The co-operative funeralcare

Many people would not dream of letting Christmas go by without
coming to a carol service or midnight mass, or the crib service, but

Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115

would equally not dream of coming to church at any other time of year.
The church celebration is really no more than an ingredient in their
family festivities, and that is ok. We should welcome them and the
opportunity God has to speak to them through the story of the
incarnation.
But there are equally those of us who worship Sunday by Sunday
through the year but who get the celebrations the wrong way round at
Christmas, those for whom the pressures of the family gathering on
Christmas Day mean that gathering for worship with their Christian
family goes by the way side.

25 years experience!

Through the birth of Jesus Christ our humanity is made holy, all that
we are is consecrated when God becomes human. Christmas is one of
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the two greatest festivals in the Christian calendar, Easter being the

FALL HAZARDS

other. The days of Christmas should be filled with joy at the good news

People fall over trailing flex, rugs on slippery floors and items left in the way.

of Christ's birth whether we are in church, at home or visiting friends

Poor lighting increases the risk. Another hazard is letters, newspapers and

and family: bring your family to church, and don't forget to take the

fliers coming through the letterbox. People with reduced mobility may find it

Christ child home with you.

difficult to bend down to pick the items up and can easily slip on them. To

Have a very Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas.

David Gill
In this “Did you Know” series, we will
highlight some of the activities that take place
each month in our church communities…

#2 - Tuesday - Holy Communion

eliminate the hazards consider purchasing a letterbox cage which is
inexpensive and easy to install.
PHONE SCAM
One of the other Village Agents emailed a warning about a phone call her
mother had received: it was from an English-accented man calling himself
Jack who said that 'finally nuisance calls from India etc and silent calls could
be blocked for good'. He gave a lengthy spiel which invited affirmative
responses before offering this 'service' for a one-off payment of £84 or
monthly payments and 'all I need now are your bank details so we can set this

Every Tuesday morning at 10.30am there is a short service of Holy

up'. Her Mum immediately refused. Realising he wasn't going to get them, his

Communion in the Lady Chapel in Mitcheldean church. Ideal for those

attitude changed abruptly and he retorted that she had 'wasted four and a half

who can't make it on Sunday Morning or who like something quieter

minutes of his time!' before hanging up.

and more intimate.
DO YOU KNOW THIS LADY?

Christmas Fair & Carols!

I’ve had an email from a lady in Australia who met a lady from the Forest of

On Friday 19th December, from 6.00pm,

If you are the Forest lady, or you know who she is, please contact me and I’ll

we will be holding our Christmas Fair in

ask you a couple of questions about the meeting just to make sure I’m passing

St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean.

on the Australian lady’s contact details to the right person.

The A. W. Parker (Drybrook) Band will be playing carols and we will

Please phone Helen on 07810 630 004 or email

have a range of stalls for you to visit. The Christmas Trees will also be

helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

lit in church on the evening.

Dean whilst she was on holiday in Barcelona in June this year. The Australian
lady (who was born in England) would like to contact the Forest lady again.

Around the Spire: December 2014 / January 2015 - 19

Around the Spire: December 2014 / January 2015 - 4

Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

FREE COMPUTER SESSIONS
Computers for Carers – Any carer over the age of 50 is entitled to up to 8

+ A look back at the Church Year +
With the observance of “Christ the King”, which this year fell on

hours of free 1-2-1 tuition in their own homes.

Sunday 23rd November, we came to the end of our cycle of

Online hub – We will be running taster sessions in rural areas for anyone.

celebration and exploration of the mystery of God revealed to us

This is a chance to have a taster and to gain access to an independent learning
programme online. People are welcome to learn on our laptops or their own at

through Jesus Christ. In other words - we came to the end of our

these group sessions. These sessions are only a 1.5 hour taster, not a course.

liturgical calendar. Starting last Advent Sunday we have waited for

FFI: contact Katie Lake at Gloucester shir e Rur al Community Council

Christ; we saw and celebrated his appearance as man in Bethlehem at

Tel: 01452 528 491

Christmas. We were there also when the three wise men came and

CLAIMING TO BE AGE UK

God-made-man was revealed to us. Forty days after Christmas we

Age UK South Gloucestershire have been made aware of an incident where a

joined Mary and Joseph, Simeon and Ann, and proclaimed Christ to be

bogus caller, claiming to be one of their representatives, visited an older
person offering to undertake some home decorating and repairs. He
“inspected” her house, offered to help with some decorating and DIY and
then asked for money to buy materials. If you’re unsure, close the door.

the Light to lighten the gentiles and the glory of his people Israel.

Together we entered the desert adventure of Lent which culminated
in the splendour of Holy Week where, led by brother Jacob, with Christ

WINDOW CLEANING SCAM
The caller - and it can be a woman - claims to have cleaned your windows
yesterday whilst you were out and now wants payment. When you refuse,

we died and with Him we broke the chains of hell, sin and death. We
rejoiced in the fifty days of Easter and kept our gaze fixed on him

s/he becomes assertive then aggressive and insists on payment. Put the phone

during the ascension. We were built up by the Holy Spirit on the day of

down.

Pentecost and shortly after that we contemplated the mystery of the
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Most Holy Trinity and, at Corpus Christi, celebrated the presence of
God with us as we share the Eucharist.

Diocese of Gloucester Blog: Sam, Monty and Mabel
By Canon Jane Kenchington, Area Dean of Wotton & Rector of the Sodbury Vale Benefice

And during the period of the church’s calendar known as Ordinary
time that followed, we have reflected on what it means to be
Christian, we were refreshed by the Eucharist, we celebrated the lives

of the saints, and explored what it means to be saints. As we came to
the end of this cycle by focusing on Christ the King, we recognized that
all our worship leads us to him who is the way the truth and the life.
Jesus is our way, our life. Prophet, Priest and King.

From the Parish Record...
BAPTISMS
7th September: Faye Eva Par k er
(Christopher & Lindsey)
28th September: B r ad W illiam B ak er
(Jonathan & Catherine)
2nd November: Alexia Mar ion W all-Jones
(Christopher & Rachel)
8th November: Gr acie Ella Mor r is
(Richard & Gemma)

FUNERALS
November: Eileen Mar jor y Isabel Reed (93)

Sam and Monty have been touching people’s hearts – making some people
some people cry, apparently! For those of you who haven’t seen the latest
John Lewis TV advert for Christmas, Sam is a little boy who has a best friend
called Monty, who is a penguin. They are inseparable. Sam thinks he knows
just what Monty is dreaming of for Christmas… something that will make one
little penguin’s perfect Christmas day. And on 25 December, Monty is
presented with Mabel, another penguin and everyone cries with joy. At long
last, Monty has a friend of his own kind.
The reason this advert touches people’s hearts, is, I believe, because we
recognise how precious friendship is and perhaps it touches us so deeply
because many of us yearn for that sort of friendship and closeness. It’s all
very well someone telling you that they have 2000 friends on Facebook, but
scratch the surface and you find that they don’t have many real friends
because they spend so much of their time on social media, stuck alone in a
room. We’re often told that elderly people are lonely because no one has
any time to visit them or include them in conversations. At this time of the
year, single/widowed/divorced people often feel their “alone-ness” even
more keenly as Christmas approaches. Who do we know who lives alone?
Could you deliberately carve out half an hour to call on someone who lives
alone? As for Monty, he now has Mabel. I hope Sam found some other
(human) friends as well!
Frustration is trying to find your glasses without
your glasses.
Blessed are those who can give without remembering
and take without forgetting.
Every morning is the dawn of a new error.
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Daily Bible Readings
December 2014
1st Matthew 4 18-22

17th Matthew 17. 14-21

2nd Luke 10. 21-24

18th Matthew 17. 22-end

3rd Matthew 12 38-end

19th Matthew 18. 1-20

4th Matthew 13 1-23.

20th Matthew 18. 21-end

5th Matthew 13. 24-43

21st Luke 1. 26-38

6th Matthew 13. 44-end

22nd Luke 1. 46-56

7th Mark 1. 1-8

23rd Luke 1. 57-66

8th Matthew 14. 1-12

24th Luke 1. 67-79

9th Matthew 14. 13-end

25th Luke 2. 1-20

10th Matthew 15. 1-20

26th Acts 7. 51-end

11th Matthew 15. 21-28

27th John 19b-end

12th Matthew 15. 29-end

28th Matthew 2. 13-18

13th Matthew 16. 1-12

29th Luke 2. 22-35

14th John 1. 6-8, 19-28

30th Luke 2. 36-40

15th Matthew 16. 13-end
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January 2015
1st Luke 2. 15-21

16th Matthew 22. 15-33

2nd

17th

John 1 19-28

18th John 1. 43-end

4th John 1 1-18

19th Matthew 24. 1-14

5th John 1 43-end

20th Matthew 24. 15-28

6th

21st

22nd Matthew 25. 1-13

8th

23rd

Matthew 20. 17-28

half and two thirds of the users in the survey, the immediate trigger
for foodbank use was linked to problems with benefits (including
waiting for benefits to be paid, sanctions which stopped or reduced
benefits, problems with Employment & Support Allowance) or
missing tax credits.


receiving them.


Matthew 25. 14-30

9th Matthew 20. 29-end

24th Matthew 25. 31-end

10th Matthew 23. 1-12

25th Acts 9. 1-22

11th Mark 1. 4-11

26th Matthew 26. 1-16

12th Matthew 21. 1-17

27th Matthew 26. 17-35

13th Matthew 21. 18-32

28th Matthew 26. 36-46

14th Matthew 21. 33-end

29th Matthew 26. 47-56

15th Matthew 22. 1-14

30th Matthew 26. 57-end

Many foodbank users were also not made aware of the various crisis
payments available in different circumstances, and even fewer were

Matthew 24. 29-end

7th Matthew 20. 1-16

Income crisis could be caused by sudden loss of earnings, change in
family circumstances or housing problems. However, for between

Matthew 22. 34-end

3rd John 1 29-34

Matthew 2. 1-12



19-28% of users for whom additional data was collected had
recently had household benefits stopped or reduced because of a
sanction and 28-34% were waiting for a benefit claim which had not
been decided.



Many foodbank users faced multiple challenges, including ill-health,
relationship breakdown, mental health problems or substantial
caring responsibilities. Many were unable to work or had recently
lost their job. The frequency of bereavement among food bank
users was also a striking feature of this research. The acute crisis for
many users is set against a backdrop of complex difficult lives. Many

live on constantly low incomes and those with mental health
problems are particularly at risk.

Aspire to inspire before you expire.
The irony of life is that, by the time you're old enough to
know your way around, you're not going anywhere.
I was always taught to respect my elders,
but it keeps getting harder to find one.

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s ‘Sunday’ programme on 23rd November,
a government statement said that there was no evidence of a link
between shortcomings in the social security system and the use of
foodbanks, but research by various universities has produced similar
results to those of the Trussel Trust.
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Food Banks & Poverty
The Trussel Trust, Britain’s largest organiser of food
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Services this Christmas

banks, has issued a report on the use of food aid in the
UK. The number of people using food banks in the last six months has
increased by nearer half as much again as the same time last year. The
research was jointly conducted by The Trussel Trust, Oxfam, Child

Poverty Action Group and the Church of England. It examined why
people are turning to foodbanks, how foodbank use fits with their
wider coping strategies, and what might be done to reduce the need
that leads to foodbank use. It gives a moving insight into the reality of
poverty in Britain and why foodbanks are needed.
David McAuley, Trussell Trust CEO, said: “This new evidence brings
into sharp focus the uncomfortable reality of what happens when a
‘life shock’ or benefit problem hits those on low incomes: parents go
hungry, stress and anxiety increase, and the issue can all too quickly
escalate into crippling debt, housing problems and illness. The
Trussell Trust has consistently said that too many people are falling
through gaps in the social security system. The voices of food bank
users heard in this report have informed the united call from four
respected anti-poverty bodies to implement simple fixes to the

welfare system. We welcome the opportunity to engage positively
with politicians of all parties in order to work together to enable
solutions for the poorest in the UK.”


Food banks were predominantly a last-resort, short-term measure,
prompted by an ‘acute income crisis’ – something which had
happened to completely stop or dramatically reduce their income.

Sunday 30th November
2.30pm until 4.30pm: Messy Christingle

(Mitcheldean)
Sunday 21st December
3.00pm: Carol Service (Abenhall)
6.00pm: Carol Service (Mitcheldean)
Christmas Eve

4.00pm: Crib Service (Mitcheldean)
11.00pm: Midnight Mass (Mitcheldean)
Christmas Day
8.45am: Holy Communion (Abenhall)
10.00am: Family Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
(Bring your Christmas presents to show us!)
Sunday December 28th
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
Tuesday 6th January - Epiphany
7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
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Women Bishops
December 2014

The Church of England has finally cleared the
last obstacle to appointing women as bishops,

The Bishop of Tewkesbury, the Rt Revd Martyn Snow,
on the perfect Christmas

overwhelmingly approving legislation at the General Synod in
November. In a show of hands, about 30 people voted against the

Most of us, when we picture the perfect Christmas, think of the young
child waking early and rushing to see what has appeared under the
tree. Every present is touched, shaken and inspected with a sense of
awe and wonder.

motion out of about 480 present. The first women could be appointed

It is a wonderful tradition. Gifts are a way of creating or deepening
relationships. They draw us into community and give us a shared sense
of belonging. They require thought, care and preparation. But they also
create a sense of obligation: how will you return the gift? Or how will
you pass it on?

The Archbishop of Canterbury predicted that, within 10 years, half the

This Christmas we will hear again from the shepherds and angels. And
we will ponder the supreme gift of God’s own Son. A gift offered to us
with the intention that it (he) draws us into relationship and into
community.
But such a gift also creates an obligation. How will we respond? How
will we pass it on? Giving to God our devotion and our love is our
supreme gift. But love for God cannot be divorced from love of
neighbour. I hope this Christmas, we will also give to our neighbour in
Syria, Iraq, or Sierra Leone or to the homeless and isolated in our own
town or village or to the person using the foodbank or the credit
union. Such gifts may create new relationships, which will bring us
much blessing and joy.

shortly and arrangements are in place to fast-track anyone eligible into
the House of Lords. It seems likely there will be a woman sitting in the
House of Lords as a bishop by Easter next year.
Church of England’s bishops might be women. “Ten to 15 years would
be reasonable. It depends when people retire”. He said the church was
working to train women as potential bishops. “The aim is that you end
up with a big pool of people where gender is irrelevant. We are going
to take this very, very seriously.” But he said the church would also be
promoting some men who were against the ordination of women.
The decision that women might be priests was taken in 1992. Women
currently make up a third of the church’s clergy. The first dioceses that
might choose a bishop are St Edmundsbury and Ipswich in Suffolk,
Southwell and Nottingham in Nottinghamshire, and Gloucester.
After signing the measure into law, Archbishop Welby warned that the
worldwide Anglican communion was in danger of schism. “Without
prayer and repentance, it is hard to see how we can avoid some
serious fractures,” he said. “There are no strategies and no plans
beyond prayer and obedience that might hold the global communion
together”, he added.
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Sunday 11th

Baptism of Christ
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

How our Diocesan Partners around the world celebrate
Christmas...

Tuesday 13th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Swedish Christmas

Thursday 15th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)

Friday 16th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 18th

2nd of Epiphany
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 20th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 21st

7.30pm: Mitcheldean PCC (R)

Thursday 22nd

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Saturday 24th

10.00am: Cake Sale (M)

Sunday 25th

3rd of Epiphany
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 27th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 29th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)



In Sweden, presents are exchanged on Christmas Eve, when a large
meal is also eaten.



Straw goats are made to guard Christmas trees in homes, as a
reminder that Jesus was born in a stable.



Santa and his elves are known as Jultomten and Nissar or Tomte.



Happy Christmas in Swedish is God Jul.

Indian Christmas


Christmas trees are not used in India—instead, a banana or mango
tree is decorated. People also use mango leaves to decorate their
homes.



In some parts of India, small oil burning clay lamps on the flat roofs,
representing Jesus as the light of the world.



Father Christmas, who is known by a number of names including
Chrismas Baba and Christmas Papa, brings presents to children on a
horse and cart rather than a sleigh.

Looking Ahead - February 2015...
Sunday 1st

Candlemass
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all
parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To
submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address
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The Parish Diary - December 2014

Friday 19th

11.00am: Dene Magna Concert (M)
6.00pm: Christmas Fair (M)

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.

Sunday 21st

4th of Advent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Carol Service (A)
6.00pm: Carol Service (M)
10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory)

Tuesday 2nd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Tuesday 23rd

Thursday 4th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 5th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve
4.00pm: Crib Service (M)
11.00pm: Midnight Mass (M)

Saturday 6th

11.00am - 1.00pm: Abenhall Christmas Fundraiser (A)

Sunday 7th

2nd of Advent
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 9th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 11th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 12th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 14th

3rd of Advent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 16th

Christmas Day
8.45am: Holy Communion (A)
10.00am: Family Eucharist (M)

Sunday 28th

1st of Christmas
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
~ No afternoon service ~

Tuesday 30th

~ No Communion service ~

The Parish Diary - January 2015
Sunday 4th

2nd of Christmas
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 6th

Epiphany
10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (M)

Thursday 8th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 9th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 17th 9.30am - 11.00am: Pre-school Service (M)
Thursday 18th

Thursday 25th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
2.30pm - 3.30pm: School Christmas Service (M)

