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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’

Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN

Welcome to our first edition of 2014. Alongside the paper copies,
this magazine is now also available on our website and can be emailed
directly to you. We are glad to see that the mailing list continues to grow in
size each month. Speak to either Fr. David, Michael Heylings or Hugh James
or email us at magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk to find out more.
Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider
passing it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news.

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean
1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
(Children and families are very welcome at all our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch

housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952

01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594

Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

542952.

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing
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Welcome Club

This little light of mine...

Members and friends travelled to Bells Club in Coleford on 4th December for

One of my favourite church 'feast days' in the church's year is Candlemas or

our Christmas Lunch. The food was very good and there was a lovely friendly

the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. It celebrates the story

and seasonal atmosphere. We all had a great time.

from Luke's Gospel (2. 22-40) when Mary and Joseph take their baby Jesus

On the 11th of December we had our Christmas party at the Community
Centre. We were entertained by John Buck who played carols and
Christmas music for a sing-along. Food for the buffet was supplied by the
members and was varied and plentiful.

for his first visit to the temple as required by Jewish Law. There they bump
into Simeon an old man who has been promised by God that he will not die
before he has seen the Messiah. Simeon takes the infant into his arms and
says those well know words
'Lord now let your servant depart in peace according to your word, for mine

This was our last meeting until February 2014 and a good time was had by

eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared for all people, a light

everyone.

to lighten the gentiles and the glory of your people Israel'
Joy Lea

Candlemas marks the end of the liturgical season of Christmas, and is
celebrated on February 2nd which helpfully falls on a Sunday this year.
Traditionally in celebration of Simeon's words that Jesus is a Light to lighten

ALICIANNA DESIGNS

The co-operative funeralcare

be blessed. In the days of electricity we usually provide a candle for people to

Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS
made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

all people, it was the day on which people brought their candles to church to

Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115

hold during the reading of the Gospel story, a candle which they are then
encouraged to take home with them.
The Gospel stories we have heard in church since the Epiphany have been
providing us with little light bulb moments, revelations of who Jesus is. The
wise men reveal Jesus as a gift for all people, at his Baptism he is revealed as

Son of God, at the wedding in Cana he is revealed as the one who will
transform our lives, in chapter one of John's Gospel he is revealed as the one
who brings forgiveness of sins, and so on.
I always think that Candlemas brings us back to the beginning, to the baby
in a mother's arms where we began 40 days before. And certainly the story of
Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to the temple is an ordinary story, they were
probably not the only family there for that purpose on that day, and certainly
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not the only family there that week. This is a very real glimpse at the every

THE SILVER LINE

day, but of course God bursts in. He bursts in through the gentle old man

In the last couple of weeks, The Silver Line has been launched. Founded by

Simeon.

Esther Rantzen, it is a confidential, free helpline for older people, open 24

Most of you will read this after our celebration of Candlemas, but if you were

hours a day, seven days a week. The idea is to help combat loneliness among

there I hope you have a candle which you brought home from church. If not

older people – more than half of all over 75s live alone and one in ten suffers

then find a candle you can light at home. And through these weeks before

intense loneliness but is reluctant to ask for help. The staff in the call centre

Lent take a moment every day or every week to light it and to remember that

offer information, friendship and advice to callers, and offer to link callers to

the gift of Christ we were given at Christmas is for every day use. The light he

local groups and services. They can also offer regular befriending calls

brings is for you, for me, and for us, in our every day lives. That God speaks

through Silver Line Friends or group calls on subjects that interest the caller

through Jesus' story into our every day lives.

through Silver Circles. The call centre staff are also trained to protect and

Epiphany is a season when we celebrate God's light bulb moments, but those

support those suffering abuse and neglect. FFI Tel: 0800 4 70 80 90 or visit

moments happen all year round, shining a bit more light on our own lives

www.thesilverline.org.uk

and on the lives of those around us.

NON-EMERGENCY PATIENT TRANSPORT

David Gill

This service is provided by Arriva for people travelling to and from an
appointment at a hospital or clinic, who are discharged from hospital or need
o0o

JUMBLE SALE

to transfer between centres, and who, because of their medical condition

o0o

The next Jumble Sale is on Saturday 8th March at 10.00am.

cannot make their own way. Eligibility criteria is based on whether the
patient’s medical condition prevents them travelling by any other means.

If you have any jumble please bring it to the church asap. If you

Patient may book their own transport, or it may be done by the hospital or

require a collection please see either Sue Lewis or Diane Grevatt.

clinic.
The contact number is 0845 600 6068. Patients will need to have the
following information to hand: date of birth; NHS number; full address and

From the Parish Record...
FUNERALS
January: B r ian Potter

postal code; mobility needs, eg is the patient in a wheelchair Arriva’s staff
will collect patients from home and stay with them until they reach their unit
or clinic, or are safely indoors at home. Only parents/carers of children under
16 and carers of patients assessed as vulnerable can accompany patients on
their journey.

Around the Spire: February 2014 - 19

Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

YOUR VIEWS ON WINTER HEALTH
What are your views and experiences of health and social care during this
winter period? Healthwatch needs to hear from you if you have recent
experiences of NHS 111, A and E, non-emergency patient transport or
hospital stays. Contact the team now on 01452 504989 or email
info@healthwatchgloucestershire.org.uk.

INDEPENDENT AGE
'The Forester' carried a small article recently about Independent Age which
was founded 150 years ago and provides Advice, Befriending and
Campaigning. The local contact is: Andy Gudge. Tel: 0121 444 3676 Email
andy.gudge@independentage.org
Befriending: Independent Age offer s a r ange of fr ee ser vices to r educe
isolation among older people. You can join a Live Wires telephone book/

discussion group, have a Telephone Buddy or a Volunteer Visitor to visit
you. All activities are provided by a network of trained volunteers and are
available across the UK.
Independent Age always needs more volunteers to support their work. If you
can spare a few hours a month and would like to find out more, call 0207 605
4255 or email volunteering@independentage.org.uk FFI visit
www.independentage.org
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“Love” your local air ambulance charity this February
Great Western Air Ambulance
Charity (GWAAC), providers of an
air ambulance for the 2.1m
residents of our region, are
encouraging people to support
their cause this February as part
of their annual initiative called “Love Your Air Ambulance” month.

The charity, based in Filton, Bristol, is currently trying to raise £250,000 of
additional funds for a new Eurocopter EC 135helicopter in order to replace
the ageing Bölkow 105 model that it currently uses. A new helicopter would
attend to patients four minutes faster, would allow a mother and child to fly
to hospital together and would allow more space for the patient, equipment
and mid-air treatment. So far, the charity has raised 72% of its target.
During February, local businesses, schools and community groups are being
encouraged to “love” their local air ambulance by wearing red or pink for a
dress down day, by holding a raffle or a heart themed cake sale, or by
completing a sponsored run or walk to get their heart pumping.
John Christensen, Chief Executive of GWAAC, said “Our air ambulance
attends an average of one cardiac arrest per day. With Valentine’s Day just
around the corner, we are delighted to hold our Love Your Air Ambulance
campaign for the second year running - it’s the perfect time to remind the
people of our region that our cause relies on the support of the people that
we serve in order to continue operating as we receive no Government or
National Lottery funding.”

“You never know when you might need us, and that’s why it’s so important
for our local community to support our cause and help keep their local air
ambulance flying.”
For more information about Love Your Air Ambulance month and to get
involved with a fundraising activity, please contact the GWAAC Fundraising
team on 0117 9699344, email fundraising@gwaac.com or visit
www.loveyourairambulance.com
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Thought for the Day
Richard Harries retired as Bishop of Oxford in 2006. This article was
broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s ’Today’ programme in December 2013.
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Do you read books?
Then why not join the Mitcheldean Book Club.
We read a range of books from vintage to modern
writing and discuss them over tea and coffee in

Good morning. I always enjoy talking to the different drivers who bring me

congenial surroundings once a month.

into Broadcasting House for this programme. Recently one told me he had

You are cordially invited to come along and experience

been a bus driver but, because he was a single parent, he had to give that up

the fellowship of other readers.

and take a job in which he could drop everything and respond if there was an
emergency with his daughter. So, as Vince Cable said on this programme
yesterday, ‘zero-hours working’ does suit some people, because it gives them
flexibility. But most people, of course, want work that is secure, because the
vast majority of us need to work just in order to survive financially. But there
is more to it than that; work helps to define our place in the community,
gives dignity and a sense of purpose. That is why long-term unemployment is

so devastating and debilitating.
Work can of course be hard. That’s why in the book of Genesis it is thought of
as a kind of punishment. Adam is told that only with hard toil and the sweat
of his brow, will he and Eve be able to survive on earth. As the poet Philip
Larkin put it, some work is a toad that squats on our shoulder that we can’t
wait to pitchfork off.

For more information about where and when meetings take place, contact
Mitcheldean library on Monday mornings or Bill Waddell on 01594 543671.

News from the Scouts
Firstly, the Scout Christmas Post raised £160, so a big thank you to everyone at church and in the parish that supported the scheme. We will do it again
this Christmas.
Secondly, the scouts are very low on pots and pans so if anyone has any
cookware that they no longer need we would greatly appreciate them.
Donations can be left by the font in Mitcheldean Church.
Many thanks,
2nd mitcheldean scout leader team

But there is another, more positive strand as well. Work is a way of
contributing to the community - and this means all work, not just paid
employment. For nothing could be more demanding, or more worthwhile,
than being a full-time parent with young children. Whether it is the man
sweeping up the leaves as I collect my paper in the morning, or the person
hurrying for the bus to take them into the office, what unites them, or should
unite them, is the fact that they are both making a different, but equally
valuable contribution not just to their own families, but to the well-being of
society as a whole.

Guess who...
Who’s the silly so and so,
who lives in Churchill Way,
who dropped the peelings in the pan,
and threw the sprouts away?
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There is another aspect too. Work well done, which stretches and draws the
best out of us, is rightly satisfying. Karl Marx understood this. His complaint
with industrialised society was that workers had become so reduced to one
repetitive action, they had in fact become dehumanised. Believe it or not, his
ideal for everyone was to work in the morning, ride in the afternoon and
socialise in the evening - in short, to fulfil the different sides of our
personality. We are very far from realising that ideal.
Those of us who have fulfilling work to do, paid or unpaid, are lucky – and,
for a person of faith, this is a cause for gratitude to the giver of all good gifts.
But there is a challenge: to create a society in which everyone who can work
is given the opportunity to do so, and in which everyone’s work is valued and
treated with respect; and which does offer them some degree of satisfaction.

o0o

MINI MARKET

o0o

The new Mini Market returns at 9.00am on Thursday 6th March!

Name the Day!
Three men were talking together about their sons.

‘My son was born on St George’s Day’, said the first man, ‘So we
obviously called him George’.
‘Well, what a coincidence!’, remarked the second man. ‘My son
was born on St Andrew’s Day and we obviously decided to call
him Andrew’.
‘How incredible! What a coincidence!’, said the third man.
‘Exactly the same thing happened with our son Pancake.’
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Archbishop Justin’s 2014 New Year Message
[This message is taken from: www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/5217/archbishop
-justins-2014-new-year-message]

Starting somewhere new is always a bizarre experience. There’s so much to
get used to, and things come at you at such a pace. It’s been a huge year of
contrasts. It’s had some incredible high points. One of them being the
baptism of Prince George and, to be honest, I had to pinch myself to think I
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The first recorded Valentine was sent in 1415 by the English Duke of
Orleans. He sent of love letter to his wife from his jail cell in the Tower of
London after the Battle of Agincourt.
St Valentine is also the patron saint of epilepsy, plague, greetings, travellers,
young people, and bee keepers.
The first recorded association of Valentine’s Day with romantic love is in
Chaucer’s Parlement of Foules. He wrote: “For this was on Saint Valentine’s
day/When every bird comes there to choose his mate.” However, Chaucer
may have been referring to Valentine of Genoa, whose saint’s day was May 2.

was actually there.
And another one was my installation at Canterbury Cathedral, a wonderful
service in a packed cathedral, very exciting, and a weight of history coming
down on one’s shoulders.
And then there have been other real high points, and one of them is today,
coming here to this Church Urban Fund-supported centre, the ‘Ace of
Clubs’ [which is a homeless day-centre in Clapham, London].
They care for people on the very edge. They enable people to find their way
back into the mainstream of life when they want to. And that’s one of the
greatest excitements of this job – being part of an organisation that is in many
places; that is holding the whole of society together.
Whenever Christians speak out on issues of poverty or social issues of all
kinds, we always get letter saying ‘Why don’t you just talk about God and stop

getting muddled up in other subjects?’
When I go to my bible and think, okay, what’s God saying and how do I talk

More than just a party
Natalie Hill, who has recently got engaged, on why marriage in a church is
important to her.
“It’s very exciting getting engaged, even if it has taken the best part of nine
years to get there! But whilst everyone else in my position seems to become
preoccupied with colour schemes, and favours, I've found myself far more
obsessed by what it really means to be 'married'.
I giggle at the prospect of referring to 'my husband', and the thought of
having a different name seems very strange after 34 years of getting used to
this one. But it's the enormity of 'till death us do part' that has really made
me think. Making a very conscious decision to say that you’ll be with
someone for the rest of your life is very daunting.
Thankfully, my fiancé and I feel the same about this, and it’s with this in mind
that we have decided that we want to get married in a church.
We’ve been to too many weddings where the ceremony has taken second
place to the party afterwards, and whilst everyone loves a good party, is not
really the best preparation for spending the next 70 years with someone.”

more about God and get closer to God and encourage other people to get
closer to God, the thing I find is that God says: Love me, and show you love
me by loving your neighbour. And if you love your neighbour, you’re going to
be deeply concerned in the things that trouble them, whether it’s about
heating bills or whether it’s about insecurity in families and the need for good

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all
parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To
submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address
above.
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community life.
The church is involved in those because we want to demonstrate that we have
February 2014

freely received the love of God and we want to share that with others. It’s not
about politics; it’s about love.

The Very Revd Stephen Lake, Dean of Gloucester, insists
baptism still matters.
Recently, a Sunday newspapers got carried away in talking about proposed,
experimental, yet to be agreed, additional, alternative words for the baptism
service.
Despite the sensationalist reporting, it is good Holy Baptism can still
command some interest. It is better to be talked about that to not be talked
about at all. Soon after I discovered that the Church of England still
performs over 10,000 baptisms every month, and that’s just for children.
Baptism clearly still matters.
Baptism is not just about what is said in the service, although of course that
is important. It matters what God is doing too, and what the Church is
saying to those who come. We speak for Him today as much as parents and
godparents speak for a child. We need the open arms of welcome, the same
open arms that saved us on the cross. We need the signs of new beginning,
to show that the Christian life is a constant turning toward God in Jesus.
And we need to have the confidence that God can call those who come to
him into an ever deepening relationship and our task is to be family
members in that relationship.
The Lord is adding to our number; let us all share the gift of baptism with
enthusiasm and joy.

Fun facts about Valentine’s Day
Two saints are said to have inspired Valentine’s Day. Valentine of Terni was
a priest who married Roman soldiers against orders from Claudius II. He
was believed to have been arrested and killed on February 14 in 269AD. The
other was Valentine of Rome, who refused to follow Claudius II’s ban on
Christianity.

I know it’s the New Year, and I don’t want to sound like Scrooge, but I never
make New Year resolutions; I’m just hopeless at them. It’s not that they aren’t
a very good thing, it’s just that I know I’m not going to keep them, and I have
this vague sense that there’s no point in doing them.
Except there’s one I want to think about this year. I want to suggest this year
that each of us makes a resolution to try and change the world a bit where we
are.
Nelson Mandela said that dealing with poverty is not an act of charity - it’s an
act of justice. He said every generation has the chance to be a great
generation, and we can be that great generation.
I look around and I see many signs of hope, but also there are many
communities, many families, many individuals struggling.
Perhaps our New Year’s resolution is, therefore, not just to do something
slightly differently, but to set our eyes on changing the world around us. That
would really change our country in the most amazing way.

Please Give Blood
Mitcheldean Social Club
Thursday 22nd May 2014 & Thursday 21st August 2014

13:30-15:45 & 16:45-19:30
To book an appointment please contact 0300 123 23 23
For more information on NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT), visit
www.nhsbt.nhs.uk
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A Food Bank Experience
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In 2004 the current funding system of ‘Parish Shares’ was introduced, whereby each
parish is asked to pay the cost of its own parish priest. A system of mutual support
was introduced so that parishes that could pay more were asked to do so in order to

This article, from a conversation with a Food Bank Organiser, is an

help those that could not afford their full Parish Share.

edited version of one which appeared in the national press in late
December.

Unfortunately in Gloucestershire, unlike other dioceses, this system has not worked.
Despite Gloucestershire being in the top 10% in the national league table of the

I resisted getting involved with the food bank at first. The minister at my

income of its residents, it is in the bottom 10% in the national league table of giving to

church kept asking me and, finally, I said yes. It’s the best thing I’ve ever

the church. Our diocese has therefore, for many years, had to subsidise the costs of

done.

parish priests and so eat into its reserves.

When we started, we knew there was a need, but we had no idea how much.
We quickly realised, because people were walking 9, 10 and even 11 miles for
their food parcel and then home again, struggling with the bags. That’s not
people just wanting free food – that’s desperation.

The diocese cannot continue to do this, as its reserves are running out. This last year,
the central diocesan office has made both voluntary and compulsory redundancies
and, when vacancies for priests occur in parishes, the posts are not being filled. The
next step will have to be compulsory redundancies of priests unless parishes provide
more funds.

Half the people referred to us are facing benefit delays, and others are

The diocese is providing resources and guidance to help this to happen. They have

struggling with debt, domestic violence or low income. The bedroom tax has

established the Parish Giving Scheme. There is a diocesan guide called ‘Encouraging

brought a lot of people in to us. A few weeks back, we had a lady who was

Generous Giving’ and a more substantial guide from the Severn Deanery on

living with her teenage daughter and working three part-time jobs. She just

‘Journeying Together’ both of which cover many aspects of how to achieve growth in

couldn’t afford to buy food once everything else was paid for. We’ve had

our church – not just in the financial sense.

people say they can’t afford the gas or electric, so we try to put in extra tins of

Our Parish Share Officer stressed that all parishes need to do something different if

food that they can eat cold. One man told me he had borrowed a camping
stove because he couldn’t afford the coins for the gas and electricity meters.
There was definitely an increase in demand when benefit changes came in

last April – and other increases in demand occur in school holidays. You

we want a different result. We need to start with our basic vision, analyse where we
are and what we want to achieve, and then develop a plan of practical and specific
targets, with timescales, to achieve the vision. The ‘Journeying Together’ booklet
gives guidance on how to do this and gives details of further resources that are
available. The booklet stresses involvement with the local community of the parish,

realise how much families rely on free school meals. A school phoned me one

the offering of new opportunities for people to engage with the church, and the need

day because a child had been sent to school with a letter from his dad, saying

to communicate our vision and plans to people both within and outside of our church

“Please make sure my child eats all his school dinner today, because that’s

circle.

the only meal he’s going to get”. I have parents phoning me direct and I have
to explain that an agency has to refer them to us, so I tell them where to go to
get referred.

Let us look forward to making progress on our journey together.
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An ‘Ancient and Modern’ view of
Diocesan Finances

People don’t want to come to the food bank – it’s humiliating and degrading.

Roger Parker is the Parish Share Officer for our deanery. He oversees the Parish Share
contributions of the various churches in Severn Vale Deanery. He gave a presentation to
church treasurers and representatives in November 2013 and this article is a summary of
what he said.

Working at the food bank has changed my view of the UK, both negatively

People don’t even want to take the voucher out of their pocket, because it
shows they’re a food bank client.

and positively. It’s horrendous that people are in this situation of poverty. We
are the seventh richest country in the world and, since we opened, we’ve fed
over two thousand people. Each day is different but, if someone said to me

Let us start with some historical facts. In the Middle Ages, the feudal lord of an area

“Right, we don’t need food banks anymore; you’re out of a job”, that would be

built a church and retained a priest to run it. The income of the priest depended

lovely.

mainly on the wealth and generosity of the lord and some priests lived in considerable
poverty.
In the 18th century, Queen Anne directed that all the taxes paid by churches and their
lands should be used by Church Commissioners. During the following two centuries,
the Church Commissioners developed into a rich organisation which subsidised all
our churches and so took most of the financial burden away from the parishioners.

On the positive side, people’s generosity is incredible. We’ve got over 100
volunteers working for us and, when we do collections at supermarkets,
people give so much. One guy took our shopping list and we asked if he would
buy one or two items for us. When he returned, he took a carrier bag out of
his trolley and I thought that was what he was going to give us. But he said
“No, no, no; the bag is my shopping – that lot is yours”. A whole trolley-load!

But at the end of the 1990s, things changed. In modern times, unlike the Middle Ages,
priests are entitled to a salary and to retire with a pension. It was realised that the

Postscript: If y o u w a nt to co ntribu te to ‘The Lord’s Larder’, the food bank in

income of the Church Commissioners was not sufficient to pay for all its previous

Newent, you can drop off donations in the church in Mitcheldean at Thursday

commitments. Today, the commissioners pay for all clergy pensions prior to 1997, the

morning’s ‘Coffee & Chat’/’Mini Market’ or after any Sunday morning service.

stipend of the bishops, and some of the running costs of the cathedrals. As a
consequence, the dioceses and parishes have to pay for the current running costs of
churches as well as the salaries and pensions of our current clergy.

Name the Day!

What does this mean for us in Gloucestershire? The cost of running the diocesan

God is chatting to Archangel Gabriel and he tells him that he

centre at College Green in Gloucester is met by the diocese itself. The services that the

has just created a period of 24 hours which includes a

centre provides for us are substantial : they include administering housing, personnel

dark time and a light time.

and salaries, managing church schools, ensuring we comply with legislation, and
leadership and innovation in various areas. One such area is the creation of a
computerised accounts package for parish treasurers and of the Parish Giving
Scheme, both of which are so successful that they are sold to other dioceses around
the country and thus provide one of the ways in which Gloucester Diocese funds
itself.

Gabriel is most impressed and asks if God is going to do
anything else with it.
God pauses for thought and then replies ‘No. I think I’ll
just call it a day.’
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The Parish Diary - February 2014
Find out what is happening in February. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.
(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church)
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Sunday 23rd

2nd before Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 25th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 27th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 2nd

Candlemass
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Friday 28th

Tuesday 4th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

The Parish Diary - March 2014 Highlights

Wednesday 5th

7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (Rectory)

Thursday 6th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 7th

Sunday 9th

Sunday 2nd

Next before Lent
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Tuesday 4th

4th before Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
7.30pm: PCCs with Archdeacon (Rectory)

Wednesday 5th

Ash Wednesday
7.30pm: Eucharist (M)

Tuesday 11th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 6th

Thursday 13th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

9.00am—11.00am: First Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 14th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 16th

3rd before Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 18th

10.30am: Holy Communion (A)

Thursday 20th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)

Friday 21st

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

o0o

FUN & GAMES AFTERNOON

o0o

A date for your diary…
Saturday March 22nd from 2.00-4.30pm.
Fun, Games and afternoon teas .
More details next month.

