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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’
Welcome to the February edition of the magazine, where our thoughts
turn to Lent (with even a sneak preview of Holy Week!). Our series of
Daily Bible readings continues and you can also read Christian
perspectives on issues currently in the news.
If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email
magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this
on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean
1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service
Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer
(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch
noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk
The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or
housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952.
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Alleluia
Lent is looming. Ash Wednesday is on 18th February. We begin our
observance of Lent on that day with the traditional service of Holy
Communion and the imposition of ashes, 7.30pm in Mitcheldean
church.
For our Lent Course this year we are going to use material from York
Courses called 'Praise Him'. The course publicity material says..
We are used to singing hymns of praise when we go to church but
often we miss the hymns and poems that are there in the New
Testament. This course will explore five different Songs of Praise
from the New Testament, looking at what they tell us about God and
Jesus but also reflecting on what they tell us about us and our faith.
The course uses 5 New testament passages to explore these themes:
1. Gratitude (Ephesians 1.3-14)
2. Image of God (Colossians 1.15-20)
3. Humility (Philippians 2.5-11)

4. New birth (1 Peter 1.3-12)
5. Word made flesh (John 1.1-14)
We will meet at the Rectory on Wednesday evenings during Lent
starting at 7.30pm. Everybody will need a copy of the course booklet
(£3.50) so you'll need to let me know if you are planning to attend.
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I am aware that evenings are not always the best time for everyone
and would be happy to arrange an afternoon session each Wednesday
as well if enough people are interested. If this is you, please let me
know by February 11th.
Lent Dates
Ash Wednesday, 7.30pm: Eucharist - Mitcheldean Church
Wednesday 25th February, 7.30pm: Lent Course - Rectory

Wednesday 4th March, 7.30pm: Lent Course - Rectory
Wednesday 11th March, 7.30pm: Lent Course - Rectory
Wednesday 18th March, 7.30pm: Lent Course - Rectory

David Gill

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.
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Daily Bible Readings - February 2015
1st Luke 2. 22-40

15th Mark 9. 2-9

2nd Matthew 27. 11-26

16th Galatians 1

3rd Matthew 27.27-44

17th Galatians 2. 1-10

4th Matthew 27.45-56

18th John 8. 1-11

5th Matthew 27. 57-end

19th Galatians 2. 11-end

6th Matthew 28. 1-15

20th Galatians 3. 1-14

7th Matthew 28. 16-end

21st Galatians 3. 15-22

8th John 1. 1-14

22nd Mark 1. 9-15

9th 2 Timothy 4. 1-8

23rd Galatians 3. 23- 4. 7

10th 2 Timothy 4. 9-end

24th Galatians 4. 8-20

11th Titus 1.

25th Galatians 4. 21- 5. 1

12th Titus 2.

26th Galatians 5. 2-15

13th Titus 3

27th Galatians 5. 16-end

14th Philemon

#3 - Open The Book
A group of people from St Michael and All Angels and Forest Gate
church go into school once a fortnight to act out a bible story as part of
collective worship. A regular commitment but great fun. The children
at school look forward to watching and taking part in the stories.
Open The Book started as a Gloucester Diocese initiative which went
country-wide and is now overseen by the Bible Society.
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Looking forward to Holy Week
This year we are pleased to be welcoming Bishop
Christopher Hill as our Holy week Preacher.

+
Bishop Christopher Hill started his ministry in the Black Country in Lichfield

Diocese. He then served the Archbishop of Canterbury in international
ecumenical relations for 15 years, followed by service as a Canon of St Paul’s
Cathedral. He returned to Lichfield Diocese as Bishop of Stafford and then
moved, finally, to be Bishop of Guildford.
He retired last year to Ruardean but still serves as President of the Conference
of European Churches which takes him regularly not only to Brussels but also,
this year, to wider Europe, notably Armenia for the remembrance of the

Armenian genocide under Turkey during the First World War. Bishop
Christopher is an Assistant Bishop in this diocese.
He writes: As well as preaching on Palm Sunday I will preside over the ‘Three
Days’ of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday and preach the
Passion and Resurrection of Jesus.
On the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at the short informal eucharists
we will think about three of the seven ‘Last Words’ of Jesus which are found
in St John’s Gospel.
These are John 19: 25-27 in which Jesus speaks to Mary and John ‘Woman
behold your son’; John 19: 28-29, ‘I thirst’; and John 19: 30 ‘It is finished’.
After each address on these days we shall listen to short passages of music
by Haydn composed for these words, originally for Good Friday service in
Toledo Cathedral in 1787. In the great holy days of Maundy Thursday,
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Good Friday and Holy Saturday we are all with Jesus at the Last Supper
and Foot Washing and watch with him in his Agony in the Garden; on
Friday we are at the foot of the Cross, reverence the instrument of our
salvation and share in his Passion in communion; on Saturday we are still
in the dark and quiet of Easter Eve awaiting and then sharing in the
glorious new life of the God who cannot be extinguished and whose light and
fire of life we share in though Jesus Christ risen indeed.

We journey together in this Holy Week to Jerusalem but not the earthly
Jerusalem still a place of strife and contention, but the new Jerusalem, our
heavenly home, where light and life shine into our hearts and minds from
the Lord.

+Christopher

In September we were pleased to welcome Martyn Bishop of Tewkesbury
who confirmed five of our young people. Following the confirmation the
young people concerned, all regular members of our Sunday congregation,
were keen to keep on meeting. After an exciting discussion (!!!!) they
decided to re-brand themselves ROCK .
They now have a varied program of meetings about once a month for the
first half of this year and would be very happy to welcome new members to
the group. Please contact Fr David if you are interested in knowing more.
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Libby Lane
Bishop of Stockport
The Church of England has consecrated its first female
bishop during a ceremony at York Minster. The Right
Reverend Libby Lane, 48, was made Bishop of Stockport
in front of more than 1,000 people. The Archbishop of York, John Sentamu,

who led the service, said he had been "praying and working for this day".
Since 15 January 2015, Elizabeth Jane "Libby" Holden Lane has been the
Bishop of Stockport, a suffragan bishop in the Diocese of Chester. Born in
Wycombe Rural District, Buckinghamshire and raised in Glossop, Derbyshire,
she was educated at Manchester High School for Girls, an independent girls'
school, and studied at St Peter's College, Oxford. She later studied for
ordination at Cranmer Hall, Durham University.

She was ordained as a deacon in 1993 and as a priest in 1994, serving her
curacy in Blackburn, Lancashire. From 2000 to 2014, she served in the
Diocese of Chester. She has been vicar of the combined benefice of St Peter's
Hale and St Elizabeth's Ashley since 2007 and, in addition to being a vicar,
she has served as the Dean of Women in Ministry in the Diocese of Chester
since 2010.
In 2013, she was elected one of eight Participant Observers of the House of
Bishops as the observer representing the north west of England. The
observers are senior female priests who will attend and participate in
meetings of the House of Bishops until six female bishops have been added to
the House. She attended her first meeting in December 2013.
In 1990, she married George Lane, who is also an Anglican priest and
currently the coordinating chaplain at Manchester Airport. They were among
the first married couples to be ordained at the same time in the Church of
England. They have two children.
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Diocese of Gloucester Blog: Hope is for All
By The Very Revd Stephen Lake, Dean of Gloucester Cathedral

I was in Sweden last week visiting our link diocese and
cathedral in Vasteras. In Sweden there is a tense debate going
on about economic migrancy and in particular, the influx of Moslem people
from the East. In a country of only 8 million people, 10% of the population
are now from a new ethnic minority, and this has happened in a very short
time. There is concern and indeed, in some places, fear. Over Christmas,
three mosques were firebombed and Bishop Thomas has spoken out against
such darkness. This peaceful and polite society has yet to discover how to
cope with its new makeup and new identity.
Being faithful Christians is the new identity we share. Our response to the
darkness of the terrorism in France has to be robust, and peaceful and
prayerful after the example of Jesus Christ. In becoming flesh, God has
chosen to experience not only our joys but also our sorrows and had to
endure a climate of terrorism with the slaughter of the Bethlehem innocents,
the derision of those in authority and even capital punishment for crimes he
did not commit. Jesus was held hostage by our sins and gave himself that a
new way may be found for life not death.
In France, in Sweden, in England – Christians must proclaim louder and
louder that faith is not exclusive, that belief is about light not darkness and
that hope is for all. Secularism is not the answer and neither is religious
fundamentalism. Engagement that costs like the ultimate costly engagement
– the incarnation – is the only way forward for people of faith and no faith
alike. Status without sacrifice is merely arrogance and leads to violence.
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Parish Diary - February 2015
Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.
(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory)

Sunday 1st

Candlemass
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
5.00pm: ROCK (R)

Tuesday 3rd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 4th

7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (R)

Thursday 5th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 6th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 8th

2nd before Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 10th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 12th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 13th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 14th

1.00pm: Wedding (M)

Sunday 15th

Next before Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
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Tuesday 17rd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 18th Ash Wednesday
7.30pm: Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes (M)
Thursday 19th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)

Friday 20th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 21st

10.00am - 11.30am: Cake Sale (M)

Sunday 22nd

1st of Lent
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 24th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 25th 7.30pm: Lent Course (R)
Thursday 26th

9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 27th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

The Parish Diary - March 2015
Sunday 1st

2nd of Lent
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 3rd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 5th

9.00am - 11.00am: First Mini Market of 2015 (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Sunday 8th

3rd of Lent
5.00pm: ROCK (R)
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The Bishops & the Academics
Before Christmas, the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke about and wrote
an article on the issue of hunger in Britain. More recently, research findings on poverty have
been released by a group of academics from various universities. Here are shortened versions
of both contributions.

From the Archbishop:
In one corner of a refugee camp in the Democratic Republic of Congo was a
large marquee. Inside were children, all ill. They had been separated from
family, friends, those who looked after them. Perhaps, mostly having
disabilities, they had been abandoned in the panic of the militia attack that
drove them from their homes. Now they were hungry. It was deeply
shocking but, tragically, expected.

A few weeks later in England, I was talking to some people – a mum, dad and
one child – in a food bank. They were ashamed to be there. The dad talked
miserably. He said they had each been skipping a day’s meals once a week in
order to have more for the child, but then they needed new tyres for the car
so they could get to work at night, and just could not make ends meet. So
they had to come to a food bank. They were treated with respect, love even,
by the volunteers from local churches. But they were hungry, and ashamed
to be hungry.
I found their plight more shocking. It was less serious, but it was here. And
they weren’t careless with what they had – they were just up against it. It
shocked me: being up against it at the wrong time brought them to this
stage. There are many like them. But we can do something about it.
Two weeks ago, people in churches up and down the land listened to the
passage in St Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus describes who will enter the
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Kingdom of Heaven. When Christ returns, He will say: ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom… for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.’ Jesus tells them:
‘Just as you did it to one of the least of these… you did it to me.’ Those who
did not give food to the hungry or a drink to the thirsty find out God has
taken their lack of kindness into account too.
Tomorrow, the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Hunger and Food
Poverty, led by Frank Field MP and the Bishop of Truro will publish its report
and recommendations. The group has undertaken careful research with
colleagues from across the political parties to find out what is happening
behind the stories we hear of hunger and of people turning to food banks in
increasing numbers. The findings paint a stark picture: hunger stalks large
parts of our country.
For many, this will have resulted from a sudden crisis or an event which has
thrown life’s certainties into the air. Things pile up. One person the inquiry
heard from had stopped to help someone who collapsed on the street, and
so missed his appointment and lost his benefits for a while.
The scenario here can often be mercilessly straightforward: when an
additional expense arrives out of the blue or an expected income is missed,
bare cupboards and empty stomachs swiftly follow. Even being in work and
earning money no longer appears to offer complete protection against these
situations. And parents know that, with the closure of the school gates for
the festivities, comes the loss of a free school meal each day for two weeks.
A large and growing number of churches have responded urgently by setting
up food banks. Many also help to feed children who are hungry during the
school holidays.
The report’s practical recommendations should be seized upon by politicians
and charities. It seeks to bring people together from churches, food banks,
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the food industry and government to make a real difference.
We know that surpluses donated by the food industry are used by many of
these bodies to stave off immediate hunger. Yet, under the system we have
now, it costs retailers to give their surplus food to the hungry. It often makes
financial sense to send the surplus to landfill or for ‘anaerobic digestion’ –
where food is broken down to create energy. Meanwhile, there are empty
mouths and hungry stomachs to feed.
The scale of waste in this country is astonishing. As a nation we discard
about 15 million tons of food a year, at least four million thrown out by
households. Supermarkets have taken great strides to deal with the issue of
food waste, acknowledging they are a significant part of the problem.
To put this into perspective, 68% of one supermarket’s bagged salads, 40%
of its apples and about half of its bakery products went to waste. By tackling
this problem, it has now managed in 12 months to donate 2.1 million meals’
worth of surplus food through FareShare, an organisation that distributes
usable surplus food to charities. We need to make it easier for food
companies to give edible surplus food to charities.
I have also met people in Government and Opposition who are straining
every sinew to ensure our society is just and is directed by a strong moral
compass. It’s clear to me that, as a society, we are seeking and striving for
justice, fairness and responsibility. The challenge is to find the paths that let
us follow that moral compass. We must apply the values of our Christian
heritage.
This is a matter for prayer, because prayer shapes our priorities so that they
become more like God’s priorities. Prayer leads to action, because Jesus
Christ calls us to feed the hungry and give a drink to the thirsty.
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We need to build a society that helps people take responsibility for their own
lives and for their families – where those who are in need at one time can
get their lives back on track and give to others in the future.
This cross-party report is practical, clear and effective. Its recommendations
should be put into action quickly. That would be a wonderful Christmas
present for everyone who cares about the future of our country.

From the academics:
The report Social Policy in a Cold Climate (which can be found at
www.sticerd.lse.ac.uk/case) was prepared and overseen by academics at the
Universities of Manchester, Essex, York and the London School of Economics.
Released in January 2015, it is the most comprehensive evaluation of the
government’s social policy record.

The report says “Our analysis shows that it is poorer population groups who
have been most affected by direct tax and benefit changes and in fact that
the savings made from changes to benefits have been offset by expenditure
on direct tax reductions further up the income distribution -meaning that, in
combination, these changes have made no contribution to reducing the
deficit or paying down the debt.”
Its major conclusions are that the coalition’s changes to benefits and direct
taxes have hurt the poorest more than the better off – indeed, looking at
households’ disposable incomes, “income groups in the top half were net
gainers from the changes” (with the exception of the richest 5%). It
concludes that the coalition’s stated aim that the rich should contribute
proportionately more to repairing the nation’s finances has ‘not been
realised’. The authors say that the coalition’s tax and benefit changes hit
families with children under five harder than any other household type.
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

HAPPY ENDING TO THE START OF THE YEAR
You may remember in December’s newsletter I’d had an enquiry from a lady
in Australia who was looking for a lady from the Forest whom she’d met
whilst on holiday. I’m delighted to say that when I opened my emails in the
New Year, there was a reply waiting for me and the two ladies have been
reunited – by email.
SOCIAL DANCE AND TEA DANCE
There will be a social evening on February 14th from 7.30 till 10.00, price £4.
The second tea dance is on the February 21st from 2.30 till 5.00, price £4
which will include tea/coffee, cake and a raffle. All dances are held
at Mitcheldean Community Centre. These will be regular monthly events so
do come along.
Contact Linda 07767 129 843 or Richard 07767 136 846
NEW PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP
A new Parkinson’s Support Group will meet on the 2nd Monday of the month
in Sheppard House, Newent. The first meeting is on 9th February 10.30 12.00.
Contact Penny Eally 01531 890422.
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COMPUTER TUITION - FREE
In Touch is able to provide one off taster sessions for older people to get
online. This then provides them with an online independent learning resource.
Group sessions are a maximum of 5 and a minimum of 2. Individuals would
need to travel to GRCC (within the cathedral grounds). A separate project of
eight hours’ 1:1 computer tuition can be given to carers at home.
Contact Katie Lake, In Touch Adviser. Tel: 01452 528491 www.grcc.org.uk
OXYGEN CYLINDERS AT HOME
Do you use an oxygen cylinder at home? If so, does the Fire Service know
about it? In the event of an emergency, it would be useful for Fire and Rescue
to know about it in advance. You can either phone them directly on 01452
753333 and ask for the Community Team or you can contact your Village
Agent who will phone Fire and Rescue on your behalf.
FAULTY IRONS
This was on the BBC programme “Watchdog”. Certain irons have faulty flex
cables and can cause a fire or injury. The irons were manufactured between
October 2012 and June 2013. To find out if your iron comes into this
category look for the model number on the underside heel of the iron where
you will find a rectangular shaped label which contains a five digit code.
The codes to look for are: 18651, 18742, 19220, 19221, 18743, 19840,
18720, 15081, 19222, 10400, 20260, 18741, 20280, 20550-10 and 20560-10.
Stop using the iron immediately and Freephone: 0800 307 7616 or 0333 103
9663 from a mobile. They will give advice on how to return your iron for
either a replacement or a full refund.
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THE SPIRE
If you were around the centre of Mitcheldean on Wednesday 28th January you may
have spotted a strange creature buzzing around the church spire. Our architect was
using the latest drone technology to take photographs of the spire, using a remote
control (drone) camera.
As you know over last winter we had problems with water coming in through the
spire. The water has caused the rotting of two beams in the very top floor of the
tower which has had to be propped up. We are in the process of applying for a grant
from the recently announced government fund aimed at helping churches with roof
problems. We will need to raise some funds locally but hope the grant will enable
us to go ahead with the work, which is planned to take place in late 2015.
This time we will not need scaffolding to undertake the exterior work, rather rope
access contractors will make the necessary repairs, by climbing the outside of the
tower as if it were a rock face! Rather them than me. Look to the skies!

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS
made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

DG

The co-operative funeralcare
Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115
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Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN
We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall
Parish Priest
Father David Gill
St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS
Tel: 01594 542952
Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Reader Emeritus
Mr Peter Grevatt
21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN
Tel: 01594 542912

Churchwardens for
Mitcheldean

Churchwardens for
Abenhall

Mrs Pam Martin

Ms Sheila Baker

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,

The Fuchsias, New Road,

Littledean, GL14 3LJ

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP

Tel: 01594 826115

Tel: 01594 543522

Ms Helen Dunsford

Mrs Kath Fisher

7 Wintles Close,

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill,

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET

Tel: 01594 543146

Tel: 01594 543584

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or
email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

