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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 8.30am Said Holy Communion followed by 

10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 

542952. 

 
From the Parish Record... 

 
 

FUNERALS & INTERMENT OF ASHES 

Kim Williams (Funeral)  

Dorothy Hunt (Interment of Ashes)  
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 
location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 
please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 
accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

  

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 
Harts Barn 

between Mitcheldean & Longhope 
On the A4136 

Tel: 01452 831221 
 

Open Tuesday-Sunday 
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 

 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

Around the Spire: February 2016 -  17 

ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 
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Scripture, light and Soup  
 

Christmas probably seems a long time ago, but I need to start by 

thanking all those who contributed to our celebrations of Christmas 

and the Christmas tree festival.  We had some really good acts of 

worship over the season, not least our joint carol service with Forest 

gate Church.  The Christmas tree festival raised enough money to 

allow us to send £80 to each of the charities we were supporting. 

Of course the Christmas/Epiphany season doesn't end until  

Candlemas which falls on the 2nd of February, and we are keeping on 

Sunday 31st January.  Candlemas, or The Feast of the Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple, is one of my favourite festivals in the church 

calendar and it celebrates the moment when Jesus' parents take him to 

the Temple to give thanks for his birth. And there they meet Simeon 

and Anna who recognise the baby Jesus for who he is.  Simeon takes 

Jesus in his arms and says the words we know as the Nunc Dimittis. 

“Lord now let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have now seen your salvation, which you have prepared 

before the face of all people. A light to lighten the gentiles and the 

glory of your people Israel”. In a world that seems increasingly dark it 

is good to be reminded again that Jesus is the light to which we should 

look.   

This year Easter is early so we only just get to the end of our 

celebrations of Jesus' birth than we run into Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of Lent.  As usual we keep Ash Wednesday with a service of 

Holy Communion and imposition of ashes - 7.30pm in Mitcheldean 

Church. 
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During Lent there will be a Lent Course on Wednesday evenings.  

These will start on Wednesday 24th February, 7.30pm at the Rectory.  

This year’s course is going to be fairly informal. The plan is to spend 

time looking at the Gospel bible reading for the following Sunday, a list 

of these can be found elsewhere in this magazine.  If there are people 

who would prefer a day time meeting I am happy to arrange one, but 

obviously I won't know unless you tell me. 

I'm sure with Lent on your mind you are dying to know who is going to 

be leading us through Holy Week this year. I am pleased to be able to 

announce that we have The Reverend  Canon Jude Carpenter 

preaching during the week. Jude is a retired priest living in Longhope. 

More information about her in next month's magazine. 

That just leaves two reminders. Firstly we are trialing a monthly 

8.30am said communion service on the 1st Sunday of each month in 

Mitcheldean church.  All our welcome, but this is particularly suitable 

for those who would prefer a quieter service and of course those who 

are off out later in the day and for whom the 10.00am service is too 

late. Perhaps a reminder of the priority we should be giving to sunday 

worship. 

The other reminder is that we are still running soup lunches on 

Thursdays at the Rectory (4th, 11th and 25th February), 12.00noon 

until 1.30pm. Again all are welcome and you don't have to arrive at 

12.00, come when you can.    

David Gill 
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GET HEALTH ADVICE “ASAP” 

Check out the App, Search the website, Ask NHS 111 or pop in to your local 

Pharmacy. Pharmacists can also offer advice on whether or not people need 

to use other NHS services. The ASAP website and App allows users to 

‘Search by Service’ or ‘Search by Condition’ – providing a step-by-step 

guide through symptoms, self-care and signposting to the appropriate NHS 

service/s. You can also find opening hours and service location information. 

Add the website www.asapglos.nhs.uk to your favourites and/or download 

the App free from the App store (ASAP Glos NHS). You can also follow the 

campaign on Facebook (ASAP Gloucestershire NHS) and Twitter 

(@ASAPGlosNHS).    

WALKING FOOTBALL 

Walking football is mainly targeted at those 50 years and older. The rules are 

almost identical to 5-a-side football except you are not allowed to run – one 

foot must be planted on the ground at all times. Katie Lake, who is 

responsible for GRCC’s In Touch projects, has been in contact with 

Gloucestershire Football Association regarding walking football sessions in 

the Forest. Taster sessions would be free but after that a small charge would 

be levied to cover the cost of the facility. The session leaders are generally 

volunteers (and frequently players) who set a game going. If you are 

interested in being a player and/or a leader please phone Katie on 01452 528 

491 or email katiel@grcc.org.uk (that’s Katie L not Katie one) or give your 

name & phone number to your Village Agent. 

DEMENTIA DROP-IN DATES 2016 

Bethel Café, Littledean. (Next to Frydays) Help is available from a range of 

agencies: 22nd January, 26th February, 22nd April, 27th May, 24th June, 

22nd July. 10am -12 noon. 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Blaisdon, Flaxley,  
Littledean, Longhope, Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn,  
Northwood Green and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY HOME 

“Making Your Home Dementia Friendly” is the title of the latest booklet 

from The Alzheimer’s Society. The booklet offers practical ways to create a 

home environment that does not become confusing or restrictive for someone 

with dementia. It is divided into sections, each of which covers a different 

topic such as lighting, flooring, furnishings, external space and so on.  

HEALTHWATCH AND THE FARMING COMMUNITY 

HWG is launching a new leaflet aimed at the farming community to support 

them in finding out information about health and social care services.  The 

leaflet is called ‘What About You?’ and has been produced in partnership 

with national and local farming organisations, the 2gether Trust who provide 

social and mental health care services and the Samaritans.  If you would like 

copies of the leaflet, please contact Healthwatch on 01452 504989 or email:  

info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk 

NEW DATES FOR GREAT OAKS COFFEE MORNINGS 

Coffee mornings at Great Oaks will now be held on the 1st Wednesday of the 

month 10am – 12noon. If you have never been to the hospice before, come 

along and find out what happens there. Families, carers and friends of people 

with life-limiting illnesses can meet some of the staff, ask questions and pick 

up information. 
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1st 1 Corinthians 12. 12-end 

2nd 1 Corinthians 13 

3rd 1Corinthians 14. 1-9 

4th 1Corinthians 14. 20-end 

5th 1Corinthians 15. 1-11 

6th 1Corinthians 15. 12-28 

7th Luke 9. 28-36  

8th 1Corinthians 50-end 

9th 2Corinthians 1. 1-14 

10th Matthew 6. 1-6, 16-21 

11th 2Corinthians 2 

12th 2Corinthians 3 

13th 2Corinthians 4 

14th Luke 4. 1-13 

15th 2Corinthains 6 

16th 2Corinthians 7 

17th 2Corinthians 8 

18th 2Corinthians 9 

19th 2Corinthians 10 

20th  2Corinthians 11. 1-15 

21st Luke 13.31-end 

22nd 2Corinthians 12 

23rd 2Corinthians 13 

24th Psalm 1 

25th Psalm 2 

26th Psalm 3 

27th Psalm 4 

28th Psalm 5 

29th  Luke 13. 1-9 

Daily Bible Readings - February  2016 

As you can see at the end of the month I have suggested some psalms.  

The psalms are really hymns and poems designed to be used in 

worship and as such reading them one after another as if they are a 

book is like starting at the beginning of the hymn book and singing one 

hymn after another.  However it is worth getting to know the psalms as 

within them you can find all sorts of experiences and emotions, 

prayers, hopes and dreams, fears and despair all brought into God's 

presence. 
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Looking Forward to Christian 
Aid Week 

 

A few days ago I received information that told me that Christian Aid Week 

this year is May 15th to May 21st.  This is the week that tens of thousands of 

Christian Aid supporters take to the streets to raise money that enables 

extreme poverty in poorer parts of the world to be alleviated.  It is the 

biggest act of Christian witness in Britain and an incredible 20,000 churches 

across the country take part in raising millions of pounds.  Although it is 71 

years since the first Christian Aid Week, and the world has grown vastly 

richer, yet the need for the sort of assistance we can give is as great as ever.   

Over the years Christian Aid has built up a vast number of networks that 

enables help to be sent immediately when a disaster hits a region.  Aid 

agencies locally, not only know exactly where help is needed, but have also 

the expert knowledge of how to get the help to these people.  30% of 

Christian Aid’s money goes on helping in emergencies and a further 40% 

goes on development programmes to raise the standard of living of 

desperately poor people.  Better agricultural practises enable more crops to 

be grown.  Clean water and sanitation cut down disease and create better 

health.  But improving living conditions all takes time and education.  This is 

why a further 13 % of Christian Aid’s income goes on education, campaigning 

and advocacy. 

Sadly natural disasters seem to happen every year so we must be ready to 

send help as soon as it is needed.  The comparatively small amount of money 

we collect in Mitcheldean will make a difference to people in desperate 

need. If everybody put aside their daily loose change between now and 

Christian Aid Week and put it in the envelope delivered to their door we 

could raise a really big sum of money. 

Start thinking about Christian Aid now! 

Chris Wagstaff 
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Music on the First Sunday after Epiphany included works by Tallis and Byrd. 

The Tunes for the congregational hymns were not obviously “popular”.  The 

services are the very opposite of today’s participatory style with all of the 

music being done by the choir. So it can feel cerebral and removed. I 

suppose congregants need to get their brains into gear more as you don’t 

clap nor stamp your feet nor explete, halleluia.   It’s classic Anglicanism. 

On that Sunday I used the text set from the Gospel of Luke about the visit of 

Jesus with his parents to Jerusalem where he’s found later in the Temple. 

They, like parents today, are worried stiff as to where he’s gone, since he’d 

not said and Jesus rather archly responds “ Did you not realise that I must be 

about my Father’s business?”    I suggested that that felt like a put down 

from a clever clogs but then said that his parents did have more than an 

inkling that life would never be straightforward if the early visitors were 

anything to go by.   Shepherds, Magi/Kings etc. 

The congregation agreed with me that no self respecting wise man/ruler 

would bother to leave his business for another 2 a penny Bethlehem brat, 

then or now. It took a re-ordering of the heavens for them to move from 

their complacency into a stable and worship. 

I used  a couple examples of  people who took space and time for worship 

seriously…or a least spaces where humans might be “not thinking of 

themselves”. One was Maria Abramovich, a New York artist who insists that 

every member of her audience lock electronic devices in a box and sit in total  

silence for half an hour. Only then are they in a fit state to listen to Bach’s 

Goldberg variations.  The other was Mr Arthur Wilks the nationally acclaimed  

Chrysanthemum grower on the Drybrook/Ruardean road whose attention to 

his show Chrysanthemums came close to that of Moses before the burning 

bush, so careful was he of sensing the beauty and “flower-power” of the 

blooms. 

Nobody walked out, there was neither tomatoes nor barracking…but maybe 

that’s the culture in that part of our world? 
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 Last “ Hurrah” for honorary Royal Chaplain 
This article is by Fr George Moffatt. If anyone is in London and wishes to attend, they 

can. Services are  at 11.15am (get there shortly after 10.45). You don't need 

passports! In the winter the chapel entrance is along Cleveland Road while in the 

summer it's in Marlborough gate....the Nash designed chapel. 

I’ve been a chaplain since 2000 and have now reached my sell by date of 70 

after which only in exceptional cases are you deemed to have anything 

sensible or coherent to say.  In that time women chaplains have been 

introduced and there are good number.  

The household/palace chaplains are more hands-on, dealing with issues 

regarding the Royal household (inc. staff. You’ll see them at Royal events 

along with the 20 or so boys and men of the choir who attend Remembrance 

Day, Weddings, baptisms, funerals etc. Those in outer London and the 

provinces attend a Garden Party and preach at St James Palace in either the 

winter or summer chapel. Overall there are just over 30 which covers the 

time the Court is in London. The Scots attend when the monarch is in 

Scotland, preach at Crathie church on request and visit Balmoral regularly.  In 

Edinburgh, Canongate church is deemed a “royal” as the reformers took 

apart the actual Royal chapel adjacent to Holyrood house in the 17th cent. 

There is no obvious career pathway to being a chaplain to the monarch, no 

advertising of vacancies.  A letter drops through the door from the Lord 

Chamberlain’s dept. and usually much to one’s surprise.  What is clear is that 

there is a wide range of expertise and experience and clergy remain in their 

“day-job” apart from the full timers in the Palaces.  Should clergy gain 

“preferment” the Royal chaplaincy is dropped. 

Historically the Church ministered to the monarch, said the masses, picked 

up the dead on the battlefields, took the sick in, negotiated the terms of 

peace. The English Chapel Royal took English music through the Reformation.  

Only during the Commonweath was there a major dip when the Church of 

England itself was laid off by Cromwell. 
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Lent Course  

7.30pm at the Rectory 

An informal evening looking at the Gospel 

Bible Reading for the following Sunday. 

Could your thoughts influence the Sunday 

sermon??? 

 

Wednesday 24th February  - Luke 13. 1-9 

Wednesday 2nd March - Luke 15. 1-3, 11-32 

Wednesday 9th March - John 12. 1-8 

Wednesday 16th March - John 12. 1-8 
 

If you would prefer not to come to an evening meeting and would like a 

day time  meeting please let Fr David Know. 

 
The Three Wise Men from Yorkshire  

As a post-Christmas thought, we all know that 

there were three wise men.  

But did you know that they came from 

Yorkshire, because doesn’t the Christmas story 

say that “There came three kings from the East 

Riding on camels”? 
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Farewell message from the Bishop of Tewkesbury, the Rt Revd Martyn Snow 

“This is my last time writing for the Messenger. In March my family and I will 

be packing boxes and setting off for Leicester where I will be welcomed as 

their bishop after Easter.  

“So this is a perfect opportunity to say a heart-felt thank you to you all for 

showing me such kindness and generosity during my all-too-brief stay in 

Gloucestershire. 

“I truly give thanks to God for bringing me to this Diocese. I have learnt so 

much during my time here. In particular, I have seen clearly that when 

Christians show genuine love for one another and for their neighbours, and 

when the gospel of Jesus Christ is faithfully preached, people of all 

backgrounds will respond. The transforming power of this good news is not 

just for the wealthy or the poor, not just for people in urban areas or rural 

areas, but for all people. 

“So please go on faithfully serving in this way and know that I will go on 

praying for you. It would be lovely to see many of you at my farewell service 

which will be at Gloucester Cathedral on Saturday 12 March at 4.30pm. May 

God richly bless you.” 

General Synod representatives  

The national ‘Parliament’ of the Church of England will be meeting on 

Monday 15 to Wednesday 17 February.  Topics for discussion include a 

questions and answers session on ‘Shared Conversations’ which centres 

around human sexuality and faith. 

If you would like to share your views on any of the items on the agenda with  
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community which we help. With everything happening in our 

homeland, it is good to be helping where we can.”  

 

On the following Sunday, a special inter-faith service was held in St 

James’ Church, Hebden Bridge, attended by helpers from Muslim 

charities, one of which had dished out up to 8000 hot meals across 

Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cumbia in a week. Up to 350 volunteers 

from a Muslim youth charity had worked over 7000 hours in total over 

the Christmas period, helping over 10,000 people in up to 40 towns 

and villages.  

 

By mid-January, people are still ashen faced whether their homes are 

affected or not. People can’t ignore the wreckage that faces them every 

day. Homes are slowly being cleared, utilities fixed and traffic has 

started moving again. They are cheered each time another business 

reopens, taking the sting out of the general bad news. One village has a 

barber again and a café. Schools have made alternative arrangements, 

but a community centre is gutted. People are returning to their flooded 

properties. They are desperate for help, but many of the hordes of 

volunteer helpers have had to go back to work but return at weekends.  

 

One headteacher of a local primary school, in reflective mood, says the 

floods may have changed attitudes for the better after the huge 

numbers of helpers from Muslim and Sikh groups had arrived to help 

with the clear-up. “I think it will change the children in our community 

in the long-run. When the school reopens, we will tell the children that 

it was members of the wider community who helped to pick their 

school up when it was down. We will tell the children: ‘The community 

did this’”. 
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Floods of Migrants 
 

This article is a collage of news items taken from various articles in the national press 

and assembled by Michael Heylings. 

 

The end of December saw terrible flooding in the north of England and 

then in Scotland. Sikhs from a charity based in Slough in the south of 

England had been dishing out free curries in the Calder Valley, 

Yorkshire for a few days when a man in his 20s came up to them. He 

had a confession to make. “I use to hate Asians. But I’m so ashamed 

now having seen how you are all up here helping us” and he vowed to 

go and apologise to all the local Asian shopkeepers he had been rude to 

over the years.  “These floods have changed people. It’s been inspiring 

to see how people of all backgrounds have come together. There was no 

twiddling of thumbs waiting for government or authorities to help. 

Everyone rallied round and got stuck in. The experience will have a 

long-lasting effect.” 

 

In the next village upstream, the locals were stunned to see a group of 

Syrian refugees from Manchester turn up to shovel mud from the 

playground of the local primary school. One refugee, who had escaped 

from Syria just a few months earlier, explained why they were there. “I 

was a volunteer ambulance driver in Aleppo when Assad’s regime was 

bombing civilian areas. Now in the UK, I still want to volunteer, and so 

do many other Syrians who recognise the importance of humanitarian 

efforts like this because of the destruction in our homeland”.  The 

group went on to fill sand bags in another town across the border in 

Lancashire. “It’s extremely uplifting, both for us and for the  
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your local representative, you can contact one of the following people: 

Corinne Aldis, William Belcher, Martin Kingston, Margaret Sheather, the 

Revd Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths, the Revd Canon Richard Mitchell or the Ven 

Jackie Searle. Additional information, including the agenda, can be found on 

the Church of England’s website, www.churchofengland.org 

 

Parish and School Partnerships: Working together to worship, serve and 

celebrate. 

Many churches and primary schools in the Diocese have a long and successful 

history of working in partnership to engage with the needs and hopes of 

their parish communities. For church schools, it is important that the ethos 

and values of the school speak to all of the love of God. 

In order to creatively explore how these relationships can be further 

developed, Bishop Rachel and the Local Authority are jointly hosting an 

exciting meeting on Friday 26 February for headteachers and clergy to 

explore how we can work better together to ensure that children flourish 

and fulfil their potential to become the people they have been created to be.  

There are, of course, many ways that a school and parish can develop their 

relationship, depending on the local context.  In order to discern how best 

to do this, it is important to hear the voices of children and families and to 

ask what the impact of our engagement in education can be. 

Working together, churches and schools can not only minister to and serve 

children, but also reach out and support families.  Investing in this 

relationship requires energy, creativity and a genuinely commitment of time 

from everyone. As two co-located Christian communities, when working 

well, the interdependence of church and school can become central to the 

life-blood of the local community.  

For further information, please email education@glosdioc.org.uk 
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The Parish Diary - February 2016 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Tuesday 2nd Feast of the Presentation 

 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 4th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch (R) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 5th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 7th Sunday Before Lent 

 8.03am: Holy Communion (M) 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 9th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 10th Ash Wednesday 

 7.30pm: Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes (M) 

Thursday 11th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch (R) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 12th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 14th 1st of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 

Around the Spire: February 2016 -  10 

Tuesday 16th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 18th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

Friday 19th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate) 

Sunday 21st 2nd of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 23rd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 24th 7.30pm - 9.00pm: Lent Course (M) 

Thursday 25th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch (R) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 26th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 28th 3rd of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 

100 Club 

Dec:  Mr K Brown (£29) / Mr T Davis (£15) / Mrs H Hopkins (£5) 

Jan:  Mrs J Fisher (£29) / Mr D Woodward (£15) / Mrs D Clayson (£5) 

Feb:  Mr J Gurney (£29) / Mrs S Prosser (£15) / Mrs M Cottrell (£5) 

 


