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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to our joint July & August edition. This time, Chris Wagstaff 

updates us on the Christian Aid Week collections, we hear from both of our 

Bishops and we look forward to the Mitcheldean Fete & Folk Festival, 

Strawberry Teas and the Abenhall Flower Festival! If you have any 

contributions , please speak to Mike Heylings or Hugh James. You can also 

email magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk.  

Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider 

passing it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Not just for Teddy Bears... 

During June and July five  of our young people are meeting together to 

explore the Christian faith with a view to being confirmed in 

September.  Our initial meeting with them to plan what we would do 

produced one very important request, and that was that there be food 

each time they met.   So our first session involved a walk up May Hill 

to share a picnic, look at the view, and to talk about God our Father 

creator.  

The children are each at a different place in their understanding  of the 

world around them, and where God fits in.  But there was one thing we 

could agree on that the universe is so big and the concept of the 

infinity of space so vast that it was beyond our minds ability to grasp 

it.   I think we have a tenancy to reduce God to a manageable size, to 

put him in  a box small enough for us to be able to understand, and to 

be comfortable with, but we need reminding that God is greater than 

his creation and to say that he is beyond our understanding is an 

understatement.  

'Luckily' for us God reveals himself to us in small chunks, like pieces of  

a jigsaw that give us a hint at the whole picture with out over whelming 

us, and in their request for food when they met our young people 

stumbled on one of those pieces. Shared meals and eating together are 

an important part of how God shows himself to us.  Meals were an 

important part of Jesus ministry, the  feeding of the 5000 the meal 

with Zacchaeus, the breakfast on the beach at Easter, being just a few.  

Eating together: sharing food, time spent together, conversation and 

hospitality, are building blocks of community in the family, the work  
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place, amongst friends and of course as church  

At our recent celebration of Corpus Christi (Thanksgiving for the 

institution of Holy communion) we were reminded that the Eucharist, 

sharing bread and wine following our Lord's command to 'do this in 

remembrance of me', is more than a meal shared with those with us at 

the time , but a continuation, a making present of the meal Jesus 

shared with the disciples on Maundy Thursday, the Last supper. Jesus 

broke bread and shared it with his disciples, but as they passed it 

around it did  not stop when all twelve had eaten, it was then passed 

down the centuries to us.  Each time we celebrate communion we are 

sat at table with our Lord and his disciples as well as with all who have 

gone before us in faith, in this place and throughout he world. 

Our group of youngsters are meeting this week to think about Jesus 

and we will gather round a  table  for a meal, we will break and share 

bread, and we will talk about the one who showed us God as he took 

the loaf in his hands.  

     David Gill  

 

 

Please Give Blood  

Mitcheldean Social Club 

Thursday 21st August 2014 & Wednesday 26th November 2014 

13:30-15:45 & 16:45-19:30 
To book an appointment please contact 0300 123 23 23 
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The Deanery of Severn Vale 

Deanery Synod - June Report 
At June’s Deanery Synod, Canon Richard Mitchell welcomed all members to 

the new synod, especially those who had been newly elected. 

 

Journeying Together: The Journeying Together  m ater ial is the 

Diocese’s framework for mission, which parishes are being encouraged to 

use. At the Synod, representatives from each parish reported on their 

progress so far. Each had many encouraging examples ranging from building 

improvements to working outside the building altogether and from enabling 

greater and more effective lay ministry to working in schools and in 

partnership with other denominations. 

 

Bishop Martyn: The Bishop spoke of his experiences both before 

and since joining the diocese and how his childhood in Africa had been very 

formative. His first impressions of the diocese were of a great diversity of 

churches and communities but with a sense of vibrancy.  

He said that the emerging priorities were to bring hope, joy and peace and 

argued strongly for the need to counter the all-to-common picture of the 

church in steep decline. While recognising that the church needed to change, 

he encouraged us to bring out the positives and let our communities know 

how we are adapting to new situations. He noted the work on Food Banks 

and Credit Unions at a national level as good examples of the church 

responding to current needs and asked us to focus on local needs. 

There was also a strong focus on the need to work with both children and 

adults, especially parents, so that our faith could be passed on to future 

generations.  

 

Find out more about the Deanery at: www.severnvaledeanery.co.uk. 
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All Time Low 
This article first appeared on the Oxford news page and republished here with kind 

permission. 

The recent recession can be linked with over 10,000 suicides across Europe 

and North America between 2008 and 2010, according to research published 

in the British Journal of Psychiatry, with the increase being four times higher 

among men. The research showed that the downward trend in suicide rates 

in the EU reversed when the economic crisis began in 2007. The report says 

that there were at least 10,000 additional suicides due to the economic 

hardship experienced in EU countries, Canada and the USA, with this figure 

being described as ‘a conservative estimate’. Job-loss, home repossession and 

debt are the main risk factors. There are 'marked' differences in suicide rates 

across countries affected by the same recession. This leads to the conclusion 

that, in theory, increased suicides during an economic crisis are 'avoidable'. 

 

The study suggests that nations that invest in active labour-market 

programmes reduce the risk of suicide. The report highlights that, before the 

recession, Sweden and Finland both experienced rises in unemployment at 

the same time as the rate of suicide decreased, whereas during the recession, 

their suicide rates remained stable in Sweden and Finland. The Austrian 

suicide rate declined in Austria, despite rising unemployment. 

 

The report’s lead author says: 'There has been a substantial rise in suicides 

during the recession, greater than we would have anticipated based on 

previous trends. A critical question for policy and psychiatric practice is 

whether suicide rises are inevitable. This study shows that rising suicides 

have not been observed everywhere, so while recessions will continue to hurt, 

they don't always cause self-harm. A range of interventions, from return to 

work programmes through to antidepressant prescriptions, may reduce the 

risk of suicide during future economic downturns.' 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2014-06-12-recession-link-over-10000-suicides-west
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/content/early/2014/05/23/bjp.bp.114.144766.abstract
http://bjp.rcpsych.org/content/early/2014/05/23/bjp.bp.114.144766.abstract


 

Around the Spire: July & August 2014 -  6 

Co-author Professor David Stuckler, also from the University of Oxford, 

added: 'Suicides are just the tip of the iceberg. These data reveal a looming 

mental health crisis in Europe and North America. In these hard economic 

times, this research suggests it is critical to look for ways of protecting those 

who are likely to be hardest hit.' 

Christian Aid Week 

       Thank you! 
I am delighted to record that thanks to the generosity of many people in 

Mitcheldean and Abenhall, and the work of the 23 people who collected the 

Christian Aid envelopes that a cheque for £1055.07 has been sent to Christian 

Aid.  This is the highest amount that we have collected in the 10 years we have 

had a House to House collection. 

The response the collectors received varied a great deal.  In some roads over 50% 

of the houses visited gave a donation whilst in other roads less that 10% gave 

anything at all.  When the money was counted we found that there were 57 

envelopes containing £5 or more, totalling £375.  There were numerous 

envelopes containing just a few coppers whilst a few contained a large number of 

coppers that the donors must have been saving up throughout the year.  It’s 

surprising how much these copper collections add up to !   (Perhaps some readers 

now could start saving coppers for next year’s Christian Aid Week.) 

Our collection combined with Churches throughout Great Britain will enable both 

intermediate and emergency aid to be given, as well as long term projects 

initiated in countries throughout the world. 

    Chris Wagstaff 

    (Christian Aid Week Organiser) 
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One man and his bike : England to India  

This journey by pedal bike was undertaken by Nick Prior from Norwich to raise funds for 

three charities: MAP (a youth organisation in Norwich), StreetChild (a charity promoting 

children’s education in Africa) and The Joe Homan Charity (which cares for destitute children 

in India). 

There were two ways of looking at my ride across Europe, through Central 

Asia and the Himalayas to India. Either it was self-promoting, self-indulgent 

and ego-fuelling, or it was self-sacrificing, charitable and fundamentally 

good. I hope it was the latter! I had six months free before going to medical 

school and, in this time, I aimed to bike 10,000km across 20 countries to 

raise funds for my three chosen charities.  

Why had these charities touched me? Here is one reason. I had visited the 

Joe Homan Charity in India in 2007 and met a man, Muthupandhi, who 

cooked for us and kept a general eye on us. He is an example of the 

transforming work of this charity because he was, in 1965, one of the first 

street-children taken in by Joe Homan on his first project. Then, as a child, 

he faced a life of poverty; now he has a wife and three daughters, all of whom 

are part of India’s middleclass revolution with careers in IT companies. Such 

progress is no rare occurrence; it is a normal achievement for this charity as 

it gives its children greater opportunities through education and life 

experiences.   

Now, back in Norfolk, safe and well, I put pen to paper to summarise my trip 

and pass on my thanks. The last months have seen me reach India by bike, 

spending 60 nights in my tent, 25 in strangers’ houses, 21 in hostels, 17 with 

friends, 10 in transit and 2 on the streets. I saw so much and experienced 

great generosity from all I met to such an extent that I cannot take it in.  The 

months took their toll on me and the desire and commitment to the cause 

wavered as the reality of border-crossings made my initial target 

unobtainable. As a result, my last two weeks, spent on trains and buses, 

tested my resolve – not being on my bike meant the purpose for my existence  
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had disappeared. It took the biggest part of me to accept defeat and form a 

new plan.  

I am not a natural cyclist. Hence some of the long days on my own felt like 

nightmares. It was thanks to the charitable donations and support of so many 

that I did not waver – if I had set off solely for my own sense of achievement, I 

would turned back at Tbilisi or even Dunkirk! In total, my trip raised £30K, 

split between my three charities. And lastly, I want to say that, in all 20  

countries that I cycle through, I was struck by the common decency and  

goodwill I met from one and all. Not once did I feel intimidated or threatened. 

In today’s world, bad news sells newspapers; hence it is no surprise that we 

see the world in a darkened tint. To many it seems dangerous and stupid to 

have cycled through countries that we associate with poverty and crime. But 

from my experience, these conceptions are wrong. Amazingly, one can set off 

on a bike and pedal to India, risking less than cycling through London. I 

wholeheartedly thank all my supporters. 

 

Nick wrote an internet blog. Here are a few excerpts of his experience: 

Day 22: 105 km in Croatia 

I head to the Wurzen Pass, the last hurdle that the Alps can throw at me. Full 

of inclines and freezing cold. I feel I am passing from the West to the Easy  

into an area frequently threated by war. 

Day 50:  80km in Turkey 

I keep to the coastal road, stop at a beach and, on leaving, realise that one of 

my panniers had fallen of my bike. Not good news. I kick up dust, stamp my 

feet and swear at myself. Then, composing myself, I impose on a family and 

point hysterically at the single pannier, signally that there should be two. They 

understand surprisingly quickly, put me in their car, and find my missing 

pannier half a mile down the road. On my return, they share their BBQ and 

offer me everything they have. One man keeps filling my glass, another fills 

my plate; another gives me the best strawberries. It is very overwhelming.  

Day 83:  120km in Azerbaijan 

This was a pushing-on day, with moments of kindness to keep me going. The 

poorer the Azeri person, the kinder they were. Road-side vegetable and fruit-

sellers gave me tomatoes, cucumbers and cherries. 
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Days 93 – 94 in Kazakhstan 

The parched and barren desert road tested my resolve. It made me think 

seriously about whether I was realistically going to make it to India. If not, 

what was I going to do? With slow progress across Europe and delays for 

visas, it dawned on me that I was not going to make India by bike alone. It 

became clearer that it was far better to cross this desert by train and, later on, 

bike across the Himalayas than the other way around. There was also the 

uncertainty of obtaining a visa to enter China. 

Days 96 – 98 at Aralsk, Kazakhstan 

I found myself stranded for 48 hours. While sitting in the city’s internet café, 

I asked the owner whether there was any chance of a family letting me stay 

the night.  One hour later, I was eating round his family’s kitchen table. Their 

kindness and hospitality was second to none, competing with that of the 

Turks. I fell asleep after lunch and awoke to find they had washed all my 

clothes! Somehow they had got out stains that no modern detergent could 

touch. 

Days 135 – 137 in the Himalayas of Nepal 

The last two days were slow and steady. On the first day, a 2000-metre 

climb* kept me battling. However, it left a perfect ending – a 120km 

downhill. I found myself on the Indian border in no time, without even being 

stopped by the border control. The end of the road! With the relief of finally 

having reached my end point, I was spent. 

[* 2000 metres is about one-and-a-half times the height of Ben Nevis.] 

 From the Parish Record... 
 

FUNERALS 

June: Ar thur  Douglas Phelps (90) 
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~~  Mitcheldean Fete and Folk Festival  ~ 

Saturday 19th July 10.00–14.00 

Our village carnival disappeared a few years ago. So this day of festivities is 

most welcome. Our support is vital for our church and community. We have 

been asked to provide a bazaar. I know we are always asking but I suggest 

this is our opportunity to give to our community. I would like our bazaar to 

provide FUN for not only the community but also ourselves! 

We are fortunate to have our trusty tombolas and teas but we need games, 

games to play, experience and compete in. Providing these free of charge will, 

I hope, make us all smile. I have a long list of suggestions, now I need 

volunteers to man these stalls. Please give us your time and help us make this 

new venture the success it deserves to be.  Nam es to Pam  please!  

 

Senior Citizens’ Lunch Club 

Our Lunch Club, successfully launched on Friday 21st March, now has over 

30 members. Meeting every 3rd Friday of the month, a friendly, chatty 

atmosphere greets everyone. A hot, 3 course meal is served with a choice of 

apple/orange juice, rolls and butter plus tea or coffee, including necessary 

dietary requirements. We are delighted to have been able to collect and 

welcome many who have mobility problems, isolated or just plain lonely.  

his is a community venture, supported by both churches and the Parish and 

District Councils. We are fortunate to have the use of Forest Gate’s mobility 

coach so transport is not a problem. There is room for all, folk who need us 

and folk who want another direction in their lives.  

So come along, we meet in Forest Gate Chapel and will be delighted to 

include you. Next month, lunch is on Friday 18th July and our school 

children are coming to sing for us, who can resist that invitation? 
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The Parish Diary - July 2014 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 

 

Tuesday 1st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 2nd 7.30pm: Mitcheldean PCC (A) 

Thursday 3rd 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 4th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 5th 10.00am: Abenhall Flower Festival (A) 

 10.00am - 11.30am: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 6th 3rd after Trinity 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 10.00am: Abenhall Flower Festival (A) 

 3.00pm: Songs of Praise (A) 

 4.00pm - 6.00pm: Strawberry Teas (M) 

Monday 7th 7.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 8th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 10th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 11th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 13th 4th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)  

Tuesday 15th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 
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Thursday 17th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 18th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12.30pm: Senior Citizens’ Lunch (Forest Gate Chapel) 

Saturday 19th 10.00am - 4.00pm: Mitcheldean Fete & Folk Festival (M) 

Sunday 20th 5th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 22nd Mary Magdalene 

 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 24th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 25th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 26th 11.00am: Baptism (A) 

 12noon: Baptism (A) 

Sunday 27th 6th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 29th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 31st 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

 

~~  World War One Memories - In Flowers  ~~ 

A warm welcome awaits you at Abenhall Church for World War 1 Memories 

in Flowers.  

- Stalls & refreshments Saturday 5th July, 2pm 

- Songs of Praise Sunday 6th July, 3pm followed by refreshments. 
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The Parish Diary - August 2014 

 

Friday 1st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 3rd 7th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

 3.00pm: World War One Service (Cathedral) 

Monday 4th 9.00am: Act of Commemoration (Cathedral) 

 7.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 5th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 7th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Sunday 10th 8th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)  

Tuesday 12th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 14th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 15th 12.30pm: Senior Citizens’ Lunch (Forest Gate Chapel) 

Sunday 17th 9th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 19th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 21st 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 22nd 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 
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Sunday 24th Bartholomew 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 26th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 28th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Sunday 31st 11th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 

 

The Parish Diary - Early September... 
 

Monday 1st 7.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 2nd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 4th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Sunday 7th 12th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

 
Sermons... 

One Sunday after the morning service the Vicar asked his 

verger, “Should I put more fire into my sermons?” 

The verger replied, “In my opinion, Vicar, you should put  

more sermons into your fire!” 
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July 2014 

The Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Michael 

Perham, explains why he has 21 reasons to rejoice! 
 

When you know you are doing something for the last time, it has extra 

significance for you, even though what you are doing is always something 

really important. Over the years encouraging vocations to ordained ministry 

is something that I’ve always taken really seriously, delighting when people 

hear and respond to God’s call.  

Sometimes it has meant, as a bishop, ordaining them as a deacon or a priest 

at the end of one stage of their journey and the beginning of another. On 

Saturday 5 July at 3 pm, I shall ordain nine deacons as priests and, on Sunday 

6 July at 11 am, I shall ordain 12 new deacons: both services in the 

Cathedral, both services open to all. 

I will be doing that for the last time and, once again, it will be for me a 

moment of huge gratitude to God for calling men and women of varying ages 

to serve the Church in this way, more of them hearing such a call than for a 

long time.  

It will also be a moment of hope and joy, as we call down the Holy Spirit on 

them for ministry that will set forward the kingdom of God, refresh the life 

of the Church and bring the good news of God’s love to many who need to 

hear it. It will be a thrilling moment for them, for me and, I hope, for all who 

are there in the cathedral. Please pray for the 21 being ordained and may be 

too for the bishop who will ordain them. 
 

+Michael  
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Credit Unions 

Financial support is being given by the Diocese of Gloucester to the two 

credit unions based in Gloucestershire. 

It has agreed to give £4,000 to the Gloucestershire Credit Union and has 

offered help to Stroud Valley Credit 

Union as well. 

Diocesan Secretary Ben Preece Smith 

said: "We are in discussions about how 

we might support with a more substantial amount of money.  

"Stroud Valleys Credit Union is a robust union and we hope our help there 

will be about growing capacity by using potentially churches and church 

people to reach new people. 

"But Gloucestershire Credit Union - there was a risk they would shut down 

this month. So that's about making funding available to keep their balance 

sheets secure and contacting our network of volunteers." 

It comes as the Church of England has urged people to use credit unions 

instead of payday lenders. 

Judith Layton, from Gloucestershire Credit Union, said the money would be 

a help during tight times recently. 

She added: "We're struggling because of 

a lack of volunteers, and the church has a 

wealth of volunteers so the diocese is 

trying to find people for us." 

 

Stroud Valleys Credit Union: www.svcu.org.uk 

Gloucestershire Credit Union: www.gloscreditunion.org.uk 
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Are you being challenged to step out into new ways of 

serving people and the community? 
 

As Christians, we believe that God calls us to live out what we believe. But 

understanding what it is we should be doing with our lives takes time and is 

something we have to continually work on. Our roll is to respond, engage, 

question, struggle with and take on this calling, whatever it may be.  

If you have a sense that you are being nudged to explore new ways of serving 

the church, your community and the world, the Diocese of Gloucester is 

running an ‘Exploring Christian Vocation’ day on Saturday 30 August. 

During this day, you will be encouraged to reflect upon your own personal 

journey of Christian discipleship and to utilise resources for discerning God’s 

will for your next move.  

We will bring together guests from a variety of backgrounds, both lay 

workers and ordained ministry, who will share their experiences and answer 

your questions. Through input, discussion and personal reflection, guest 

speakers and scripture, we will explore various callings and ministries. 

If you would like more information or would like to attend, please contact 

Natasha Kent in the Department of Mission and Ministry by emailing 

nkent@glosdioc.org.uk or calling 01452 835544. 

 

Bishop Michael remembered fallen soldiers along 

pilgrimage route 
 

The Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Michael Perham, took the time to 

remember those who had died in conflict. 

Bishop Michael stopped to bless the families of soldiers killed around the 

world, pausing at war memorials along the route of his pilgrimage. 
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He read a special prayer at each of the memorials, which can be used during 

the commemorations marking the centenary since the start of the First 

World War this August.  

Bishop Michael said: “It is important to remember the brave men and women 

who have sacrificed their lives in order that others may enjoy freedom.  So 

many families still know the heartache of losing a loved one during conflict 

and we will continue to hold all those in the armed forces, as well as their 

relatives, close in our prayers.” 

Bishop Michael set off on the final leg of his diocesan pilgrimage at the 

beginning of June. It took him from Whelford to Gloucester Cathedral. He 

has been undertaking these walks since 2008. During his time as Bishop of 

Gloucester, Bishop Michael will have spent 35 days walking 438 miles, visiting 

173 churches.  

   Prayer at a War Memorial 

All holy God, you bless the peacemakers,  

you wipe away every tear from our eyes,  

you overcome the power of death,  

you give a pledge of eternal life:  

hear us now as we remember before you  

those of this community who died in the Great War  

and whose names are written here.  

In your loving kindness fulfil in them and in us your promises  

and give life and peace to all your children.  

We pray through Jesus Christ,  

our Resurrection and our Life. Amen. 

 
The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

COMPLIMENTS FOR THE NHS 

If you are pleased with a particular service from the NHS, then let them 

know. Email Healthwatch -  info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk or phone 

0800 652 5193, 01452 504989 or visit: 

www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk 

BEE FRIENDLY 

What would happen to our food supplies if bees became extinct? Find out 

how bee-friendly your garden is at beekind.bumblebeeconservation.org 

GRCC VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2014 - Celebrating Community Life 

The competition is open to all communities in Gloucestershire and is your 

opportunity to celebrate the way you have made the most of local 

opportunities to sustain or enhance the quality of life of your residents. Cash 

prizes totalling £3,000 will be awarded to the winners and runners up. Entry 

forms are available on the GRCC website. The closing date for entries is 

Monday 14th July 2014 at 5pm. These can be submitted by post or by email 

to Naomi McMahon: naomim@grcc.org.uk. If you would like help or advice 

in competing your form, please phone 01452 528491.  

Representatives from each community entering will be invited to the awards 

ceremony 'Celebrating Community Life' at Gloucester Cathedral on  
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Wednesday 10th September 2014 when the winners will be announced. This 

event will also include the GRCC Village and Community Agent Awards 

Ceremony. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FOREST SENSORY SERVICES 

FSS is supported by a willing band of volunteers who give their time and 

commitment for the good of the charity. Such support is vital to the existence 

of FSS. We need to continue to expand our team of volunteers to make sure 

we can reach out and support those who need us. Volunteers are needed for 

the following: Befriending, Buddying, Driving, Fundraising, Marketing, 

Writing press releases, Help with Lunch Club. Volunteers are really 

appreciated here at Forest Sensory Services. If you know someone who may 

like to volunteer ask them to call Jenny or Jackie 01594 827711. 

EMERGENCY WARMTH PACKS – Western Power Distribution 

Western Power Distribution has one number to ring for faults/emergency: 

0800 6783 105 

During bad weather in winter, if any elderly persons has their power off for 

more than 4 hours then WPD send in the Red Cross with their emergency 

warmth packs, hot soup etc. WPD also recommended that if any elderly 

people have not completed a priority needs form, then they should do this 

before the winter. Forms area available from WPD or from Julie Pritchard at 

GRCC – Tel 01452 528491 

SPRING CLEANING MEDICINE 

One place not to overlook is the medicine cabinet. Discard all out of date 

medicines, pills, etc. Do not flush down the toilet or put them in the bin but 

take them back to your surgery or local pharmacy for disposal next time you 

go or are passing.  
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

  
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

How Did You Know 

How did you know, before I knew, that my hand 

felt empty, lacking yours, that you could give 

my wandering, restless need a place to stand 

and contemplate itself and pledge to live 

no more etched out by sand? How did you know? 

How did you find the way to make me wake 

at night – or was it just the moonlight’s glow? – 

and rest my drowsy thoughts on you? Take 

blame or credit, as you will, but still 

I puzzle how you broke my solitude 

to make it incomplete, and by what skill 

you smuggled day into my sunless mood. 

My longing slept like summer under snow, 

unconscious of my spring. How did you know? 
      

      Patricia Spicer      
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

 

Ms Helen Dunsford 

7 Wintles Close,  

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP  

Tel: 01594 543146  

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


