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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to our June edition. Alongside our regular contributions, Jane 

Heylings has provided an update on the Finances at Mitcheldean, Fr. George 

has made his recent sermon available and there are plenty of notices from 

around the diocese, including how to get involved in choosing our next 

Bishop! If you have any contributions , please speak to Mike Heylings or 

Hugh James. You can also email magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk.  

Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider 

passing it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Do this in remembrance of me  

As we head into June we come to the end of the Easter season, how 

time flies.  ‘Pentecost Sunday’, when we celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, is June 8th and then we head into the long season of 

'Ordinary time'  in the church's calendar. In this season we are 

reminded of the place of our faith in the ordinary and every day of our 

lives.  Quite appropriately at the beginning of this period of time the 

church keeps the festival of ‘Corpus Christi’ (The Body of Christ) also 

known as the ‘Thanksgiving for the institution of the Holy 

Communion’. For many Christians the Eucharist is central to the 

expression of their faith—the means by which they are fed spiritually,  

by which they give thanks for all that is good in their lives, and bring to 

God those bits that are broken. 

Corpus Christi falls on the first Thursday of Ordinary time, the 

Thursday following Trinity Sunday. This year that is Thursday June 

19th and we are going to keep the festival with a communion service  

in Mitcheldean Church at 7.30pm. We are going to use the Book of 

Common Prayer service of communion singing as much of it as we can 

to the Merbeck setting that many of you will remember from the good 

old days, before Common Worship, the ASB or even Series 2. See I told 

you time flies! 

This month I need to acknowledge and say thank you to Mike Heylings 

who has stood down as chair of governors at our church school. Mike 

had served as chair of governors for two years and his wealth of 

experience was greatly appreciated.  He leaves a vacancy for a 

foundation governor.  
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Foundation governors are nominated by the church council and are 

expected to have a regard for the church nature of the foundation of 

the school, to ensure that its Christian ethos is preserved and 

developed, and that the religious worship reflects the tradition of the  

Church of England.   If you think you might like to be a school 

governor or would like to know more about what it entails please 

speak to me about it. 

     David Gill  

 

 

After walking & talking around our Diocese for the past six years 

Bishop Michael will be leading the latest pilgrimage starting on 

Pentecost Sunday - June 8th at 2.00pm from St. Anne’s Church 

Whelford and finishing with a Eucharist at the Cathedral on Saturday 

14th June at 3.15pm. A full schedule of the weeks’ walking is attached. 

 A core group of 'perennial pilgrims' will journey with Bishop Michael, 

staying locally as they cover the 84 miles. They will be joined by 

pilgrims from our link Diocese's in Vasteras (Sweden) and El Camino 

Real (USA) and many others along the route for all or some of the 

day’s walk. Their invitation is open to everyone to join them. 

If you are thinking of attending it would be helpful to let me know in 

advance so that we can arrange transport and lunch time meals.  

 Please tell your friends & families, bring your children and dogs and 

'experience' pilgrimage in a moving and meaningful way. 
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A Sermon at St Michael and All Angels  
This sermon, following a reading of Acts 17 22-31, was given by Canon George Moffat on 

Sunday 25th May in St Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean . 

The writer Luke sets the scene in Athens for this meeting between Paul and 

the cultured elite of the city. Perhaps it was Paul’s first visit and, like all 

visitors, he wandered around much as we would do today. Athens’ main 

claim to fame was the acropolis with the temple of Athene atop, its huge 

statue to the Goddess glinting in the sun and seen by sailors of the Athenian 

navy as they rounded the cape, indicating that they were almost home. 

As people had flocked to Athens (much as they do to London these days), so 

they had brought their beliefs and gods with them.  The Athenians had 

allowed the statues of these gods and goddesses to be erected before their 

own great temple.  The steps in front of the temple and all around would 

have been filled with people burning incense, slaughtering birds and animals, 

offering fruit and veg. Most urban people today, I think, would throw up in a 

matter of minutes - think abattoir and barbeque together! 

Paul’s stomach would not have been as sensitive as ours to those sights and 

smells. What he was sensitive to was what they indicated, what they meant. 

As a Jew he would have had an abhorrence of any image of God or anything 

that supposedly replaced God.   As a new follower of Jesus he had all the 

strong feelings of a fresh disciple. He would be very keen for his new faith. 

It’s no surprise then that, in verse 16, Luke records Paul’s soul “as being 

revolted at the city given over to idolatry”.  Here are both individuals and the 

people corporately obsessed completely with lives dominated by idols and 

the beliefs that go with them. There would be a lot of belief in Fate, in Good 

Luck. 

It comes as a bit of a surprise then to hear the way and style that Paul 

addresses the people.   This, I think, is because Paul knows that he is a visitor  
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and that there are acceptable conventions that need to be followed.  He 

indicates that he has noticed something of the life and beliefs of the people …

in this case, the men - they are “scrupulous” - a very positive term today, not 

slipshod or wayward but polite and careful. He even admires the quality and 

artistry of their sacred monuments. The men would also have been educated 

and so Paul acknowledges the educated conventions of the time, the language 

to be used, the style of address and speech.   Once all these have been 

fulfilled, Paul then begins to make his case. 

So let’s pause for thought. There are implications for us today, for the Church, 

for today’s evangelists. In terms of training, the Church needs clergy who are 

aware of the cultures in which and with which they are working.  If, as in 

many parts of our cities, the clergy are witnessing to a multitude of 

Commonwealth and European cultures, then they need theological colleges 

or diocesan courses that cover the ground. That could involve learning 

Punjabi, Bangla, Arabic, Roma or Rumanian, and maybe also involve detailed 

knowledge of the Koran and its role in the life of a Muslim. The Church may 

need to send some of its key leaders or clergy abroad to some of these 

countries so that they are aware of the issues that these new communities are 

talking about. The BBC or press reports are no substitute for hands-on 

experience.  

Gradually the Church is realising that today’s migrant to the UK is 

tomorrow’s citizen and the Church has a crucial role to play in engaging with 

the stranger, with the different. The Church of England, the ‘national’ 

Church, does exactly that. It has a valuable role to play, particularly as it takes 

religious belief seriously, because migrant communities also take religious 

belief seriously and far rather prefer to send their children to schools that 

take belief and spiritual formation seriously. 

The gospel, God’s good news, does not acknowledge man-made limitations or 

political or economic borders or boundaries. Neither is God’s love for those  
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and such as those…but for all.   Those who know God’s love know that it is to 

be shared.  Because it is God’s love that we are demonstrating, it means that 

all that we do and say must reflect that. Respecting communities and other 

beliefs must be there at the start if we are to fruitfully engage.    Barging in 

like a bull in a China shop does nothing for the China, or for the Church’s 

credibility. Paul noticed this as he strolled around Athens. So must we. 

Conversations can take place and the gospel message can be set forth.  

Furthermore, the Church recognises that God is already at work in the hearts 

of people and culture. Paul is not here to dish the pagans. Life is not so black 

and white. Life is not like a Hollywood Cowboy movie of the 1950’s - cowboys 

and Indians, goodies and baddies. Yet, the black-white philosophy is very 

attractive. It makes life very easy. Every now and again human beings, 

especially if they feel threatened, lurch down this road. 

The trick, as the Quakers know, is to look for the Light of God in every 

person. When you go down this alternative route, I would suggest that you 

are not abandoning your faith-position but you are prepared to work harder 

to understand the other, the different.   What I think the Church picks up and 

promotes is something about learning together what is revealed of God. 

That’s a good team to be with and a good journey to be on. 

        Parish Notices 

       The preacher for next Sunday will be found hanging on the      

   noticeboard in the porch. 

   Two new loudspeakers will be dedicated at the evening  

    service next weekend. They are a gift from the verger in    

   memory of his wife. 

     Churchyard maintenance is becoming increasingly difficult     

   and it would be appreciated if parishioners would cut the 

grass around their own graves.  
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The Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire 

(a Body in Association with Gloucestershire Churches Together) 

 

Saturday 12th July 
 

“WALKING IN THE LIGHT” 
 

A Day of Reflection led by 

Bishop John & Mrs. Rosemary Went 

at 

Sacred Hearts Church Hall, 

Charlton Kings, Cheltenham 

from 

10.0am until 3.0pm 

COST: £12 

 

TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE 

Contact Revd. Dr. Alison Evans on 01453-824034 

email:  malcolm.alison@btinternet.com  

 

Please make out your cheque to 

The Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire 

mailto:malcolm.alison@btinternet.com
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Mitcheldean APCM 

Treasurer’s Annual Report for 2013 

This report was given to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of  St Michael and All Angel’s 

Church, Mitcheldean on 26 April 2014. 

The receipts and payments show that, at the end of 2013, the excess of 

receipts over payments was a positive figure of £6,684. This figure includes 

both general funds and funds that are restricted. For the general funds alone 

(in other words, the everyday receipts and payments for running the church), 

there was an excess of £1,127. 

The assets and liabilities section of the accounts shows that, at the year-end, 

our monetary assets totalled £23,359. Just over £14,000 of this is either 

restricted or designated for various purposes and cannot be spent on the 

everyday work of the church. The remaining £9,000 of general funds is 

carried forwards into 2014. 

Our income in 2013 was very similar to the previous year. Donations of 

various kinds, together with the gift-aid tax refund that we are able to claim, 

totalled £18,000. The second greatest contribution to our income came from 

all the fund-raising events organised through the year which brought in the 

substantial sum of £10, 000. In particular, the regular Thursday coffee 

mornings and cake sales raised over £5,000; the very enjoyable Burns Night 

supper and Mama Mia evenings together raised almost £800; the Christmas 

fair was particularly successful, raising over £600; ‘The 100 Club’ raised 

£500. The wonderful display of sponsored Christmas trees brought in a very 

good sum and enabled us to make donations of £105 to each of four local 

charities and one international charity. The occasional jumble sales produced 

an income of over £1,200.  In restricted funds, we received £7,000 in 

donations specifically for restoration work, most of which is for work which 

will be carried out in the future. 
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Church outgoings are about £1,400 more than in 2012, but that can be 

accounted for by the increase in the amount that was donated to charities. 

Running costs are greater than last year, but this is mostly because some of 

the gas used in 2012 was paid for in 2013. Our largest item of expenditure, 

£14,760, was paid to the diocese for our Parish Share. This sum is only a 

fraction of the actual cost. We are being heavily subsidised  – almost two-

thirds of the cost of our priest is being met by other churches in the diocese. 

In 2014 we are committed to increasing our Parish Share by just over 5% and, 

as this is expected to be our largest outgoing, we need a steady increase in our 

income to cover it. It is a good sign that regular giving is holding steady. 

Regular giving is an important part of the commitment that we make to our 

church. Some users of weekly envelopes have switched to using the Parish 

Giving Scheme. This scheme takes regular donations by direct debit. It means 

that, even if you miss coming to church, your regular monthly donation will 

still be made. Another advantage for us is that the scheme is administered by 

staff at Church House in Gloucester and they make the gift-aid claims to 

HMRC on our behalf. It therefore reduces the burden on the parish cashier 

and treasurer and makes our income more predictable. If you would like to 

join the scheme, you can do so at any time and there are leaflets at the back of 

the church giving more information. I am pleased to report that the number 

of people using the Parish Giving Scheme has now increased to 12 and I hope 

that more of our regular supporters will switch to this method of giving.  

Whether you use weekly envelopes or the direct debits, please bear in mind 

that our costs increase every year. So, if you can afford to make an increase in 

your regular gift, it would help enormously.  

Finally, I would like to thank our PCC cashier, Pat Nixon, for her efficiency 

throughout the year. I am very grateful for her work without which the 

treasurer’s job would be very much more onerous.  

    Jane Heylings (Treasurer) 
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The Parish Diary - June 2014 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 

 

Sunday 1st 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)  

Monday 2nd 7.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 3rd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 4th 7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (A) 

Thursday 5th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 6th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 8th Pentecost 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Monday 9th 7.30pm: Archdeacon’s Visitation (Dymock) 

Tuesday 10th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 12th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 13th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 15th Trinity Sunday 

 10.00am: Family Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)  

Tuesday 17th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 
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Thursday 19th Corpus Christi 

 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Friday 20th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 22nd 1st After Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 24th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 25th 7.30pm: Deanery Synod 

Thursday 26th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 27th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 29th 2nd After Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 

 

The Parish Diary - Early July... 
 

Tuesday 1st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 3rd 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 
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The 24 Bus (Joys Green-Gloucester) 
 
Dear Bus Users 

Many of you will now know that, since the beginning of April this year, the 

‘Stagecoach West’ bus company has changed the times of the No. 24 bus. 

There is now a gap of over 2 hours between the 07.43 and 09.50 services 

from Mitcheldean to Gloucester and a gap of nearly one-and-a-half hours 

between 15.19 and 16.45 for the return journey.  Both these gaps cause 

concern among bus users as they curtail the ability to do essential things in 

Gloucester. If one has an appointment with a dentist, optician, hospital or 

any other important consultation or meeting, then unless one catches the 

07.43 from Mitcheldean (or even earlier from Joys Green), one cannot get to 

an appointment much before 11am.  This limits severely the ability to make 

an earlier appointment. 

For example, a mother with young children who has a part-time job in 

Gloucester either has to leave for work before getting the children to school 

or not have a job which starts before 11am – and possibly not get home 

before the children in the afternoon.  This cannot be good. Car owners in 

Mitcheldean may, of course, choose to use their cars to get to Gloucester, but 

parking is difficult and expensive and the morning queue of traffic at Over a 

real pain. 

If these new bus times make your life or the lives of your family and friends 

difficult, please write your complaint to: 

Mr James Williams and/or Mr Ben Cole, Operation Managers, Stagecoach 

West, 3rd floor, 65 London Road, Gloucester, GL1 3HF (see also the website 

www.stagecoachbus.com) 

Mr Mark Harper, MP, Constituency Office, 35 High Street, Cinderford, 

GL14 2SL 
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Mitcheldean’s County Councillor, Cllr Norman Stephens, Sycamores, 

Adsett, Grange Court Road, Westbury-on-Severn, GL14 1PJ 

Gloucestershire County Council Transport Complaints Department, 

Freepost RRAY-LAYL-HKJX, Shire Hall, Gloucester, GL1 2TG. 

If possible, write to all of these to have better effect. Only by protesting can 

we make the service revert to a viable bus service for all of us. We pushed 

successfully for a better location for our post office. Let’s now push for a 

better bus service. 

    Yours sincerely 

Bill Waddell  

 

100 Club Winners! 

March 1. No 71  £30 Mr F. Lewis 

   2. No 13 £15 Mr L. Davis 

   3. No 81 £5 Mrs M. Turley 

 

April  1. No 19 £30 Mr G. Jones 

   2. No 6 £15 Mrs P. Martin 

   3. No 90 £5 Mr P. Fisher 

 

May  1. No 71 £30 Mr F. Lewis 

   2. No 4 £15 Mr J. Gurney 

   3. No 53 £5 Miss C. Jones 

 

Reminder – June /July/August Subs are now due. 
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         Parish Notices 

There will be a procession next Sunday afternoon in the  

     grounds of the monastery. If it should rain in the afternoon  

         the procession will take place on the Sunday morning. 

    Visitors are invited to join us in the hall for a cup of coffee  

        after the service. Squash will be available if coffee is not  

       your cup of tea. 

    Burial charges are to go up at the cemetery. The increased 

cost of living is blamed.  

New CofE website for WW1 commemoration 
 

The Church of England is 

launching its own website 

which aims to bring together 

resources and stories to 

commemorate the centenary of 

World War One. It will act as a 

source of information and 

includes suggested orders of 

service provided by the 

Liturgical Commission for commemorative events including a service at a 

War Memorial. 

The website will explore the role of the church during the war and will aim to 

tell some of the lesser known stories, including looking at the Archbishop's 

papers (which are kept at Lambeth Palace Library) and talking about social 

issues, such as alcohol consumption. It will also act as a point of contact for 

events happening around the country.  

You can find the website at: www.churchofengland.org/ww1 
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June 2014 

Launch of Crucible2 

The biggest names in contemporary sculpture are coming together in one of 

the largest exhibitions in the UK at Gloucester Cathedral. 

Crucible2 will display 100 sculptures by 61 artists, many of whom are 

Britain’s most renowned sculptors including Damien Hirst, Lynn Chadwick, 

Antony Gormley, Kenneth Armitage and Jon Buck. Hundreds of thousands 

of people visited the first Crucible in 2010 and this event is set to be even 

bigger and better.  

The sculptures will be placed throughout the cathedral and its grounds, 

setting these modern pieces of art against a magnificent historical building. 

The exhibition runs from 1st September to 31st October. 

Crucible2 is jointly organised by Gloucester Cathedral and Gallery Pangolin 

and will be completely free of charge, so everyone can enjoy  some of the 

most exceptional sculpture produced in the past 50 years.    

The Very Reverend Stephen Lake, Dean of Gloucester, said: “The cathedral 

is both ‘sacred space and common ground’, so exciting things can take place 

here which have a real impact on people’s experiences.” 

To find out more about Crucible2, discover who all the artists are and to 

get behind the scenes information visit www.crucible2.co.uk. Follow us on 

www.facebook.com/crucible2.sculpture  and on Twitter @crucible2sculp or 

use the hashtag #crucible2sculp 
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The process for finding the next Bishop of Gloucester 

The current Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Michael Perham will retire 

this November after 10 years of service. The process has now begun for 

discerning who the next Bishop of Gloucester could be. 

The Bishop of Gloucester is the Chief Pastor of all in the diocese, which  

covers the county of Gloucestershire and parts of neighbouring counties. It is 

home to over 600,000 people, served by 305 parishes, 390 churches and 116 

church schools. The Bishop of Gloucester also exercises a vital role in the 

wider community, most prominently as a board and committee member on 

many local, regional and national bodies. 

For this reason, it is important that we have as many views as possible from 

people in Gloucestershire and beyond on the qualities of the person they 

would like to see in the next Bishop of Gloucester. By answering these 

simple questions, it will help us to get a picture of the type of person they 

would like to see as Bishop: 

 What would you say are the top 2 priorities for the next Bishop of 

Gloucester?  

What are the top 2 things you would want to tell the next Bishop of 

Gloucester?  

 People can email us on ournewbishop@glosdioc.org.uk, tweet us using the 

hashtag #newglosbishop, or place a message on our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/Diocese.of.Gloucester. Deadline for submissions is 7 

July. Find out more at www.gloucester.anglican.org/about/the-next-bishop/ 

The process for finding the next Bishop of Gloucester will take just under a 

year. The announcement of the new Bishop will happen late spring 2015 and 

the start date will be around the summer or early autumn of 2015. 
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Women Bishops - the vote at Diocesan Synod 

Representatives from churches across the Diocese have voted yes to the 

introduction of women bishops to the Church of England. 

Every diocese in the country is currently voting on the proposals from the 

General Synod of the Church of England to enable women to become 

bishops. These new proposals need to be approved by the majority of 

Diocesan Synods (the governing body for each Diocese), before the 

legislation to allow women to become bishops can be debated finally at the 

General Synod meeting in July. 

In the Diocese of Gloucester, the proposals were overwhelmingly supported, 

with just one vote against and one abstention, both in the House of Laity. 

The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd Michael Perham, said: “It was no 

surprise that the Diocese of Gloucester, which has consistently expressed 

support for the ordination of women, should once again vote so 

overwhelmingly for women to become bishops. No surprises, but a moment 

of pleasure for many!” 

House for/against/abstained: Bishops. 2/0/0, Clergy 35/0/0, Laity 45/1/1 

 

Bishop Michael addresses the Church's attitude to 

homosexual people 

At last month's Diocesan Synod, Bishop Michael reflected on the House of 

Bishops’ Statement in January on Same-sex Marriage and on the Pilling 

Report. He said: “My own view is that what is needed in the Church at 

present is gracious restraint. We need a cool and calm period in which to 

explore the issues.” 

 
The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

CROSSROADS CARE COFFEE MORNING EXTRA 

Crossroads Care supports carers. The last Friday of each month they hold a 

coffee morning 10.00 – 12.00 at St Annals House, Belle Vue Centre, Belle 

Vue Road, Cinderford. (Opposite the cinema.) Information and advice will 

also be available from Carers Gloucestershire and Citizens Advice Bureau.  

GREAT OAKS COFFEE & CAKE DROP-IN 

Drop in and have a chat over a cuppa and a piece of cake the last Saturday of 

the month 10am – 12 noon. If you or someone you know is living with a 

serious illness, Great Oaks may be able to help. You can also contact Great 

Oaks on 01594 811910.  

COMPLAIN IN ORDER TO IMPROVE 

Healthwatch provides free help and support to older people in making a 

complaint about health services. “It is only by highlighting bad experiences 

that we can make services better.”  

Freephone: 0800 652 5193, Tel: 01452 504989  

CARERS LUNCH 

Crossroads Care invites all Carers to join them for lunch at The Orepool Inn, 

at 11.30 on Thursday 19th June. Live acoustic music will be provided by 

Pangolin. Transport can be arranged and alternative care provided. FFI or to 

book your meal, contact Fiona or Lauren on 01594 823414 or Email : 

admin@crossroadsfd.org.uk  
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WATER SUPPLY PROBLEMS 

If there is an unexpected problem with your water supply, you can find out 

what’s happening by phoning Severn Trent water on 0800 783 4444 at any 

time, checking their website www.stwater.co.uk or try Twitter @stwater   

TAX HELP FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

Tax Help for Older People is a charity service from Tax Volunteers that 

provides free, independent and expert advice and help for older people on 

lower incomes. (£20,000 gross per annum or less.) Most volunteers are 

practising or retired tax professionals who give their time and expertise free 

of charge. They answer simple questions over the telephone. For other 

problems, they can arrange a face-to-face meeting with a volunteer adviser. 

For anyone unable to travel because of disability, they arrange a home visit.  

FFI  Tel: 0845 601 3321 or 01308 488066   Visit: www.taxvol.org.uk 

You can also write to: Tax Help for Older People, Unit 10 Pineapple 

Business Park, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 5DB 

FREE INFORMAL DEMENTIA AWARENESS SESSIONS 

Provided by the Forest of Dean Dementia Alliance and held at Forest of Dean District 

Council Offices, Coleford.  

Would you like to gain some practical information and understanding about 

Dementia? These sessions are for everyone: individuals, community groups, 

businesses, carers, family members and friends. Session dates and times are: 

Tue 24th Jun 2-4 pm; Thu 10th Jul 2-4pm; Wed 20th Aug 10.30am -12.30;  

Fri 3rd Oct 10.30am-12.30; Wed 12th Nov 2-4; Mon 8th Dec 10.30am-12.30; 

Mon 12th Jan 2-4 pm; Wed 18th Feb 10.30am-12.30; Tue 24th Mar 2-4pm. 

To book onto a session contact: Lena Maller, Community Engagement 

Officer, Forest of Dean District Council Tel: 01594 812609   Email: 

lena.maller@fdean.gov.uk  



 

Around the Spire: June 2014 -  21 

Welcome Club 

The club’s May outing was to Abergavenny.  We went on the 

Tuesday instead of Wednesday as that was Market Day in the 

town.  It is a very extensive and varied market with something for 

everyone.  There are many interesting shops there and plenty of 

places to eat and drink.  

The weather was very good with just one short shower whilst 

most of  us were having lunch so no-one got wet.  Another 

successful trip. 

If anyone would like to join us on our monthly outings please 

ring Joy on 01594 832527.  

     

ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  
Care and support when it matters most 

from local, professional staff 
  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

  
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

 

Ms Helen Dunsford 

7 Wintles Close,  

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP  

Tel: 01594 543146  

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


