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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 

542952. 

Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

 

Welcome to our March edition. You’ll see throughout the magazine that our 

churches are moving into the time of Lent and then Easter in the coming 

months. Why not come along and join us at this most significant time of year. 

We would love to see you! 

Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider 

passing it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news. 
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On the way 
 

This month I really just have a series of notices for you, but they  do all fit 

within a theme - that of our Christian pilgrimage or journey. As we pass from 

one season of the church’s year to the next we are reminded that we are 

called to be on a journey with Christ, learning more of him on each step of 

the way.  

We are entering the season of Lent, a time to prepare ourselves for our 

observance of Holy Week and celebration of Easter.   My notice about prayer 

ministry is a reminder that we journey together and pray for one another, 

and the confirmation in September that there are markers along the way, 

moments when we can celebrate our journey and commit ourselves anew to 

the journey. 

 

Ash Wednesday: After  a bit of a w ait, Ash W ednesday is at last 

upon us. We will mark it as usual with a service of Holy Communion, which 

will include the traditional  Imposition of Ashes. This will take place at 

7.30pm on Wednesday March 5th in Mitcheldean church.   

 

Lent Course: Ash W ednesday of course m arks the start of Lent 

and we will be running a Lent Course over the five weeks to Easter. Our 

theme this year is the Old Testament and the course will provide an 

opportunity  to get an overview of the Old Testament and what it contains. 

We will meet on Wednesday evenings with the exception of the second week 

which is a Tuesday, 7.30pm at the Rectory . March 12th, 18th, & 26th and 

April 2nd & 9th. 

 

Holy Week: Our Holy w eek preacher  this year  is Brother  Jacob 

Pallett CR. Jacob is a monk and a member of the Community of the 

Resurrection at Mirfield, (www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk)  he will be  
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preaching  at the services  through Holy Week from Palm Sunday until the 

Easter Vigil on Easter Eve. 

Holy Week is the focal point of the Christian year, as we follow Jesus through 

the events leading up to his crucifixion and that first Easter day. After Holy 

week last year somebody told me they hadn't  realised Holy Week was so 

important.  But of course it is,  our faith hinges on the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ. The rest of the Gospel stories only make sense in the 

shadow of the cross and the light of the resurrection.  

In this day and age we are tempted to fit the observances of our faith in 

around our lives, and we may no longer be able to talk about days of 

obligation,  but I would encourage you all to give worship in Holy Week the 

priority it deserves.   

 

Prayer Ministry: For  tw o thousand years the church has followed 

the example of Jesus in laying hands on, and praying for those who are 

unwell or other wise in need of prayer.  I am of course always happy to pray 

with and for those who request it, but at the end of January I made a  specific 

commitment to be available to pray with those who requested it after the 

Sunday morning service. This was well received and a number of people took 

advantage of the opportunity.  I intend to make this a regular commitment as 

far as possible on the last Sunday of each month (at least to start with), just 

to be available for those who would like prayer for themselves or for others.  

 

Confirmation: On Sunday 28th  Septem ber  w e have Martyn 

Bishop Of Tewkesbury coming to the parish Eucharist at Mitcheldean for a 

service of Confirmation.  I would be happy to hear from anybody  interested 

in being confirmed, adults or young people.  

 

      David Gill 
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Prayer for the Day 

 ‘Prayer for the Day’ is broadcast at a quarter to six each morning on BBC Radio 4. Here is 

the broadcast for 5 February 2014 given by Reverend Sharon Grenham-Toze. She used to be 

a solicitor but is now an Anglican priest and prison chaplain .  

 

Today is my grown up daughter’s birthday, so she’s very much on my mind 

this morning. Later this week she leaves for Beijing on a 3 month 

secondment for work. When she was much younger and away from me for 

any reason, we used to joke about the ‘stretchy glue’ that bound us together 

however far apart we might be. I think the next few months will test the 

elasticity of that bond! 

I have several friends whose children live on the other side of the world. And 

many of us know what it’s like to be separated from our kids as a result of 

divorce. It’s nearly always hard, for both parents and offspring, but I’ll never 

forget what my then mother-in-law said to me on the day my daughter was 

born. ‘Remember’ she said ‘that this child doesn’t belong to you – she’s an 

individual in her own right. Your job is to love her and care for her, but it’s 

also to help her to separate from you one day.’ 

One of the greatest gifts we can give our children is the ability to look after 

themselves, to negotiate the world with confidence, and to teach them that 

successful relationships are about helping one another, inter-dependence, 

rather than expecting someone else to meet our every need. 

Gradually learning to step back is a vital part of loving parenthood, whether 

it involves waving our child off at the airport, co-operating with the ‘ex’ over 

contact arrangements, or maybe letting our kids make their own mistakes 

without immediately rushing in.  

And so God, who is Mother and Father to us all, we entrust our children to 

you. May we also understand that, even when we fear that you are far away, 

your bond with us, your children, is never broken.  Amen.  

 



 

Around the Spire: March 2014 -  5 

The Aid Inequality 
 

by Sir John Holmes, a British diplomat who is a former United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator. 

 

The continuing catastrophe in Syria and the devastation caused in the 

Philippines by the recent typhoon remind us once again not only of the 

horror of human suffering but also of the imperative to do something about it 

— and our ability to do so.  

But the public response to the Philippines has been significantly more 

generous than to Syria. This makes no sense: the need in Syria is greater, 

with no end remotely in sight. It shows once again public suspicion about aid 

to countries where civil war and terrorist violence are seen as the roots of the 

problem. Worry about who is in the right in a conflict should have no 

influence on how much we help the victims — they should not be blamed for 

their own plight — but too often it does so. 

This illustrates a wider problem, of how to keep humanitarian aid separate 

from other considerations. The principles of such aid are clear: it must not be 

driven by any kind of political, security, religious or other extraneous agenda. 

The only thing that matters is need. It is not legitimate or acceptable either 

for the governments of the countries where people require urgent assistance, 

or for aid donor countries, to try to introduce other criteria. But too often 

there are attempts to do exactly that. Access to the people concerned is 

denied or restricted. Accusations of political bias are levelled against 

international aid agencies. Certain areas, like sexual violence, are declared off 

limits. Unacceptable restrictions are proposed. Donors prefer to channel 

money to countries and groups in favour for political and other reasons, or to 

further a supposed war-on-terrorism agenda. 

In my time as UN Emergency Relief Coordinator from 2007 to 2010, I found 

myself in constant battles to keep humanitarian aid flowing to  

 

 



 

 

Around the Spire: March 2014 -  6 

where it was most needed, and to resist the attempts of governments to 

interfere or impose political conditions. These struggles were particularly 

difficult in conflict zones, in places such as Sudan, Sri Lanka, the Gaza Strip, 

Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo. The book I wrote about my 

time at the UN, ‘The Politics of Humanity’, published in March 2013, tells 

this story.  

I therefore have a strong fellow-feeling for my successor as Emergency Relief 

Coordinator, Valerie Amos, as she attempts to negotiate access for 

international agencies with the regime in Damascus, while simultaneously 

promoting aid to rebel-held areas, and to the 2 million-plus refugees now in 

the neighbouring countries. These are precisely the kind of tightropes I was 

walking every day. 

Does this mean those who wish to help should be so suspicious that their aid 

will not get through that they withhold their support? Certainly not: despite 

the pressures, we are still able to keep our assistance very largely free of 

unacceptable interference. One of the strengths of international 

humanitarian aid is that it does not go through the hands of the governments 

of the countries affected, but straight to those in need, often through local 

non-governmental organisations, NGOs.  

If the relief agencies are not happy that the money will not do what it is 

supposed to do, it is not handed out. So, please, keep giving generously, 

including to those affected by conflict in Syria. There is never enough money, 

even to treat the most immediate suffering. 

 

Notes from the Schoolroom 
 

A little girl was restless during a long sermon. Finally, she leaned  

over to her mother and quietly asked, 

“Mummy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?” 
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The Bishops’ Letter 
On 20th February, the news media gave much time and space to a 
letter written by 27 Anglican bishops and 15 representatives of the 
Methodist Church, the United Reform Church and the Quakers.  
Here is their letter... 

 

Sir, 

Britain is the world’s seventh largest economy and yet people are going 

hungry. 

Half a million people have visited food-banks in the UK since last Easter and 

5,500 people were admitted to hospital in the UK for malnutrition last year. 

One in five mothers report regularly skipping meals to better feed their 

children, and even more families are just one unexpected bill away from 

waking up with empty cupboards. 

We often hear talk of hard choices. Surely few can be harder than that faced 

by the tens of thousands of older people who must “heat or eat” each winter, 

harder than those faced by families whose wages have stayed flat while food 

prices have gone up 30% in just five years. 

Yet beyond even this we must, as a society, face up to the fact that over half of 

people using food-banks have been put in that situation by cut backs to and 

failures in the benefit system, whether it be payment delays or punitive 

sanctions. 

On March 5th, Lent will begin. The Christian tradition has long been at this 

time to fast, and by doing so draw closer to our neighbour and closer to God. 

On March 5th we will begin a time of fasting while half a million regularly go 

hungry in Britain. We urge those of all faith and none, people of good 

conscience, to join with us. 
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There is an acute moral imperative to act. Hundreds of thousands of people 

are doing so already, as they set up and support food-banks across the UK. 

But this is a national crisis, and one we must rise to. 

We call on government to do its part: acting to investigate food markets that 

are failing, to make sure that work pays, and to ensure that the welfare system 

provides a robust last line of defense against hunger. 

Join us at www.endhungerfast.co.uk. 

Yours 

The Anglican Bishops of  

Wakefield,  Manchester,  Leicester,  Bangor,  Sherwood, 

Durham,  Buckingham,  St Albans,  Salisbury,  Truro,    

Oxford,  Sheffield,  Litchfield,  Gloucester,  Derby, 

Swindon,  Rochester,  Chichester,  Bristol,  Newcastle, 

Taunton,  St Asaphs,  Doncaster,  Chelmsford,  Tewkesbury, 

Brixworth,  Birmingham 

The Methodist Chairs of ten Districts in England 

Three synod representatives of the United Reform Church in England and 

Wales, and The General Secretary and Assistant Secretary for Quaker Peace 

and Social Justice. 

 
From the Parish Record... 

 

FUNERALS 

February: Carol Burke 
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Eat or Heat 

This shortened article by Patrick Butler appeared in the national 

press in January 2014. 

 

In the latest sign of the cost of living crisis facing Britain’s poorest, food 

banks have started to issue specially prepared ‘kettle boxes’ to clients who 

cannot afford to switch on their cooker to boil pasta or rice. The kettle boxes, 

developed by volunteers from the Trussell Trust charity, contain products 

that can be prepared by just adding boiling water, such as instant soup or 

mash and just-add-water porridge.  For even more destitute clients, a ‘cold 

box’ food parcel contains three days’ worth of groceries (such as long-life 

milk, breakfast cereal, biscuits, tins of rice pudding and corned beef, jam and 

peanut butter) that can be prepared without the need for any heating. 

The Trust accepts that the boxes do not meet the same nutritional standards 

of its regular food parcels, but they are needed in response to those who have 

too little credit in the electricity meter or who have been cut off by their gas 

supplier. The volunteers were astonished when this started to happen. It’s 

the old cliché: do I heat or eat? 

The chairman of the Trussell Trust said that ‘kettle boxes’ were another 

example of how bad things had got for low-income families. Initially these 

boxes were few and far between, but food banks have given out quite a lot in 

recent months. Kettle boxes and cold boxes are taken for a variety of reasons: 

some clients had benefits delayed or stopped; others where just homeless or 

had moved into bed-and-breakfast accommodation; some simply could not 

afford the pound coins to use in their meter. 

Some food banks also help with the underlying causes by referring clients to 

advice agencies such as the CAB and even by arranging with the energy  
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supplier to reconnect the supply after having the outstanding sum repaid.   

The Trust’s figures show that that 355,000 people received food parcels 

between April and September last year, which is more than the total fed 

throughout the previous year. More than half the clients were referred to the 

Trust’s food banks as a result of benefit delays and sanctions or because of 

welfare cuts such as the bedroom tax. According to a housing association 

survey in the north-west of England, low-income social-housing tenants have 

reduced their spending on food to £2.10 per person per day partly to cope 

with rising costs of gas and electricity. 

If you love your neighbour, you’re going to be deeply concerned in the things 

that trouble them, whether it’s about heating bills, whether it’s about 

insecurity in families and the need for good community life. …….It’s not 

about politics, it’s about love. 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby 

Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity; it is an act of justice. Poverty, like 

slavery and apartheid, is not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome 

and eradicated by the actions of human beings.                                      

Nelson Mandela 

 

Donations of food for Newent’s food bank, ‘The Lord’s Larder’, can be left in 

St Michael and All Angels Church, Mitcheldean, on Thursday and Sunday 

mornings. 
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The Parish Diary - March 2014 
 

Find out what is happening in February. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church) 
 

Sunday 2nd Next before Lent 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 4th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 7.30pm: PCCs with Archdeacon (Rectory) 

Wednesday 5th Ash Wednesday 

 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Thursday 6th 9.00am - 11.00am: First Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 7th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 8th 10.00am - 11.30am: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 9th 1st of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)  

Tuesday 11th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 13th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 14th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 16th 2nd of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 18th 10.30am: Holy Communion (A) 

Wednesday 19th Mitcheldean PCC (Rectory) 

Thursday 20th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 21st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 
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Saturday 22nd 2.30pm - 4.30pm: Fun and Games (M) 

Sunday 23rd 3rd of Lent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 25th Annunciation 

 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 27th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 28th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 30th Mothering Sunday 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

 

The Parish Diary - April 2014 Highlights 
 

Sunday 6th Passion Sunday 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Sunday 13th Palm Sunday 

 09.45am: Procession & Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Monday 14th 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Tuesday 15th 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Wednesday 16th 7.30pm: Eucharist (M) 

Thursday 17th Maundy Thursday 

 7.30pm: Eucharist of the Last Supper (M) 

Friday 18th Good Friday 

 9.00am: Morning Prayer 

 12.00 noon: Good Friday Liturgy (A) 

 2.00pm: Good Friday Liturgy (M) 

Saturday 19th Holy Saturday 

 8.00pm: The Vigil & Easter Ceremonies (M) 
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Mitcheldean Seniors Lunch Club 

We are delighted to announce the introduction for our first lunch to be 

held on FRIDAY 21st MARCH at FOREST GATE CHURCH, as shown 

in the poster on the previous page. 

Are you alone, mobility impaired or dare we ask- over 60?  

We invite you to lunch with friends and carers, coffee and tea will be 

served from 12.15. A 3 course lunch served with roll & butter, including 

further tea/coffee at 12.30pm - for £5.00 per head. 

Transport is available for ALL wheelchair users and anyone unable to 

make their own way. 

PARKING is available at Mitcheldean Endowed Primary School 

This venture is being sponsored by our District Council, who have 

kindly  

donated funds to provide essential materials.  

Are you willing to help? do you know of anyone who may wish to come?  

Please contact us, Pam Martin, Churchwarden or Forest Gate Church 

Pastor, Steve Jones. 

This is your community, your luncheon club and we wish to hear your 

ideas, your needs and most of all, from you! 

 

News from the Scouts 

Firstly, a big thank you to all those that donated their pots and pans. 

They will come in very handy at camp next month.  

Secondly, the scouts had an introduction to bell ringing on the 14th 

February. Everyone had a go - including the leaders - and we had a 

great night. Thanks to Cathy and the Gill family for their time and, at 

times in the evening, patience! 
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Remembering Abenhall's Fallen 
 

2014 sees the centenary of the start of World War One and we are planning 

to commemorate this occasion at Abenhall with an event in June, date to be 

confirmed.  

A memorial plaque inside Abenhall Church lists the names of ten local men of 

the Abenhall parish who lost their lives in this war. 

 The names of the ten are:   
 

James Barnard, Albert Bayliss, William Brain,  

Arthur Bullock, Leslie Bullock, David Hale,  

Frank Hart, George Hyett, Albert Jones  

and Wallace Voyce. 

 

During this year we plan to create a display at Abenhall Church to remember 

these men.  If there is anyone in the parish who has any paperwork or 

photographs about them that they are happy to share for our display please 

email: abenhall19141918@aol.com with details.   

Alternatively if you do not have access to a computer contact Sheila Baker, 

Churchwarden on 01594 543522, or write to her at The Fuchsias, New 

Road, Mitcheldean, Glos.  GL17 0EP. 

 Research has already begun on each of these men, with some interesting facts 

and photographs discovered already for this display. 

    Many thanks 

    David Drinkwater 
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The Bishop of Tewkesbury, the Right Revd Martyn Snow, 

says tackling poverty is about following Jesus’ example 
 

At the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, which took place in 

January, leaders gathered to discuss how best to address some of the 

world’s most pressing issues. Even as they did so, Oxfam released a report 

that strikingly highlighted growing inequality in the world: the richest 85 

people in the world are as wealthy as the poorest 3.5 billion people. 
 

Such staggering inequality is not just a global issue but also very much a local 

challenge. The number of people in the UK dependent on emergency food 

aid rose by 170% last year. And there was a similar rise in the number of 

individuals resorting to payday lenders. 
 

When the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke about food banks and payday 

loans, he was criticised for getting too political. But in reality he was doing 

nothing more that highlighting changes taking place in society and reminding 

us that tackling inequality and injustice is core to our mission as followers of 

Jesus Christ. 
 

As a diocese we are actively looking at how we can work in partnership with 

credit unions to provide an alternative to payday lenders. We are also 

encouraging local churches to use the resources of organisations such as 

Church Action on Poverty and Christians Against Poverty. This is not about 

grand gestures, but rather human compassion and Christian service. 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight runs from 24 February to 9 March this year. The 

Diocese of Gloucester has been given Fairtrade status which means that 50% 

of our churches are now using Fairtrade products and are committed to 

promoting Fairtrade to others. 
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The Diocese will continue to promote Fairtrade and actively encourage 

others to select fairly traded goods whilst doing their own shopping. 

 
 

Ten good reasons to buy Fairtrade products:  

1. It's so easy - just look for the FAIRTRADE Mark on a range of great tasting 

food  

2. It tackles poverty by opening up markets to marginalised producers  

3. The Fairtrade price covers the producers' costs, with an added premium 

to invest in their business and the community.  

4. Workers and farmers decide democratically how to invest the Fairtrade 

premium. 

5. It empowers producer and worker groups in the supply chain and 

increases their knowledge of international trade  

6. Fairtrade farmers are encouraged to protect their environment or go 

organic 

7. Consumers show they care about producers and not just about prices 

8. It challenges all companies to move away from unsustainably low 

commodity prices and unethical sourcing 

9. Fairtrade sends loud messages to governments that the public wants 

justice in all trade  

10. It's trustworthy. Look for the FAIRTRADE Mark to guarantee that 

producers in developing countries are getting a better deal. 

 

 The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

HEALTHY HOMES 

The Red Cross Healthy Homes Project will provide information and future 

support with: keeping warm at home; energy efficiency and affording your 

energy bills; preventing fires and falls; maintaining independence and 

promoting well-being. 

Contact the project if you would like a free home visit plus a free winter 

warmth pack or if you would like us to give a general talk about the Healthy 

Homes Project to your group. Tel: 0117 9415041 

 

CARER’S BADGE 

Carers visiting Gloucester Royal Hospital can apply to the Ward Clerk for a 

badge which entitles them to free parking when visiting the Hospital, hot 

drinks and help with meals. This applies to those receiving long term care. 

FFI contact Pat Nixon, FVAF, St Annals, Cinderford. Tel: 01594 822073 

 

LINKLINE ALARM 

When paths are wet many older people fall just a few yards from their back 

door. Unless someone comes to call, they may lay there for several hours 

with serious consequences. A Linkline alarm pendant or bracelet can summon 

help straight away. Tel: 01594 812505 Email forestlinkline@fdean.gov.uk 
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GIVE A CAR 

Instead of scrapping your old car, give it to charity. giveacar.co.uk or phone 

0207 736 4242. You will be asked a few simple questions, including which 

charity you want the proceeds to go to. A scrap merchant will contact you to 

arrange a date and time to remove your car. If it doesn’t sell in auction, it will 

be crushed and sold as scrap metal. You will receive a receipt from your 

chosen charity for the amount raised. 

 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUPS  

There is a group in Newent at Shepherd House and also one at Bream which 

meets on the first Wednesday in each month, 2 – 3.30pm at The West Dean 

Community Centre. 

 

HEALTHWATCH 

Healthwatch is the new independent consumer champion for Health and 

Social care in Gloucestershire. Its new functions include signposting to help 

people make informed choices and Independent Health Complaints 

Advocacy. It will continue to gather the views and experiences of the public 

on health and social care. Contact Healthwatch on 0800 652 5193 or 01452 

504989    

Email: info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk  

Website: www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk 

 

CROSSROADS CARE COFFEE MORNING 

Crossroads Care will be holding a coffee morning plus Bring & Buy sale at St 

Annals House, Belle Vue Road, Cinderford 10 – noon, Friday 28th March. 

Free admission. Information & advice available from Carers Gloucestershire, 

CAB & Crossroads. 
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The Way Forward Together Social Club 

The Way Forward Together Social Club is aimed at those who have lost their 

partners through bereavement. It meets in the Fountain Inn, Parkend on 

Monday evenings at 7.30pm. On separate days activities are organized, e.g. 

Sunday lunch once a month, quizzes, theatre trips, walks, skittles, other ideas 

are welcome. 

If you are on your own, come and join us for a chat and a laugh. We’re all in 

the same boat. If this information is not your cup of tea, please pass it on to 

someone who may like to join us. If you’d like to come but are worried about 

walking in to the pub in your own, let me know and we’ll meet in the car park 

and go in together. 

If you need any further information do please drop me a line. 

Pat Nixon (01594 822073) 

ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  
Care and support when it matters most 

from local, professional staff 
  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

  
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Sue Lewis 

Nasz Dom, The Stenders,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE 

Tel: 01594 542618 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


