The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall
Parish Priest
Father David Gill
St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill,

March 2016

Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS
Tel: 01594 542952
Email: fr.d.gill@gmail.com

Reader Emeritus
Mr Peter Grevatt
21 Oakhill Road,
Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN
Tel: 01594 542912

Churchwardens
Mrs Sue Lewis
Nasz-Dom, The Stenders,
Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE
Tel: 01594 542618

Ms Sheila Baker
The Fuchsias, New Road,
Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP
Tel: 01594 543522

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or
email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Around the Spire

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 1

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 18

From Ashes to Fire

Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN

This month as we move through Lent towards Holy Week I
would like to share with you my sermon from Ash
Wednesday:
At a baptism I like to have the children who are present gathered as

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.

closely round the font as they can get. I usually talk to those children

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.

who are gathered around and often I begin by asking them what they
think is going to happen next. Some have no idea, some have vague
recollections from an RE lesson at school, others have I'm pleased to
say have been briefed by their parents before they come. So I get
responses such as 'you're going to dunk baby Fred in the water' or

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

‘you’re going to Christen Fred’, or ‘you are going to pour water on
Fred’, and sometimes some one will say 'you are going to make the

sign of the cross on Fred's head with water'.
Now I trust you know that this isn't correct, we do not baptise by
drawing a cross in water on the forehead. I don't doubt that this
confusion has come from the book of common prayer's baptism rite
where the priest is required to make the sign of the cross on the
forehead after baptism. An action that we still do but now it is at the
beginning of the baptism rite and with the oil of catechumens.
I am very uncomfortable with the thought that there are those who
think baptism is the making of a cross because it is such a small sign.
The baptism of the early church and for many today is total
submersion. Would even we Anglicans really reduce that to the
dabbing of a thumb?

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry
Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work
Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom
The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas
Harts Barn

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221
Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 17

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 2

Flower Festival!
The Friends of Flaxley Church are delighted to
announce a Flower Festival at St Mary the Virgin, in aid
of phase two of the church roof repair fund.
The theme will be “Gloucestershire Life” and it will take place during the
weekend of the 2nd and 3rd of July 2016.
The Friends would like to invite people to become involved in this festival,
which will celebrate the heritage and richness of the county.
There are several ways you can become involved: do an arrangement for our
Glorious Gardens section or help in a practical way as a steward for example. Or
if you have something old and typical of the area that can be included in a
display, perhaps you could lend it to us. The most important thing however is to
come. Please put the date in your diary and if there is anything you would like to
ask, please contact Dana Chambers on 01452 760563

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS

The co-operative funeralcare
Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services

made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115

The cultural memory is long if confused. But it has remembered
something important; at our baptism we each have a sign of the cross
drawn on our forehead.
Today (Ash Wednesday) as we begin Lent we are also reminded that
the origin of this season is a period of preparation for those being
baptised at Easter. It has become the season in which all the baptised
prepare for the commemoration of Christ's passion and celebration of
the resurrection at Easter.
We begin by being reminded of that baptismal cross, the ash cross
drawn on our forehead today is the one time each year that we and
others can see the cross that was inscribed on our forehead at our
baptism. I wonder how many people would come for baptism if the
cross of our baptism was visible all the time!!

When I talk to the children around the font I tell them that we are
using the water as a visible sign of God's love and that we pour it
(generously) on the head of the baby as a celebration of God's love for
the child and for everybody. It is the act of accepting God's love and
grace that we become Christians, but at baptism at whatever age we
don't suddenly become fully fledged perfect Christians, the gift of God
at our baptism doesn't make us the finished article. It indicates a

direction and an intent, and the willingness to travel with God.
It is so easy to make a collection and confusion of metaphors when
speaking about the things of faith, the water of baptism is in itself a
metaphor, and I'd like now to confuse it by introducing the idea of a
spark.

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 3

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 16

At our baptism we are given, or you might want to say we recognise

RNIB's Technology Support Squad (TSS) is a free national service that can

that we have been given a spark, that is God's love and grace. The

set up, fix issues with, and help you use your device. Phone the RNIB on

object of the Christian life is to allow that spark to grow into a blazing

0303 123 9999

fire. I don't know what your personal image of God at work in you is
but I like the idea of the fire within, it has helped me greatly in difficult
times.

OFFERS FOR PEOPLE OVER 55
Every B&Q store across the UK offers a special Wednesday deal for people

Think about what that image would be like for you, what it would mean
for you. If you imagine God as a flame within...you have to ask why he
hasn't completely burnt you up...it is of course because we don't want
him to. We are really good at putting a cover on the fire, keeping it
under control, not letting it become inconvenient, not letting it burn so
brightly that other people notice it. You might think that this doesn't

over 60.
People over 60 can sign up for Boots Health Club to receive 10% off selected
Boots brand products when you shop. Other exclusive savings for club
members include 25% off Boots brand glasses at Boots Opticians and a free
hearing test at Boots Hearing Care Centres.

sound right, surely I'm not saying that we can control God!!

If you're over 55, you can take advantage of Odeon Silver Cinema deals, with

But of course in reality the greatest gift God has given us through his

tickets available on selected films and screening times from as little as £3

grace is free will. The ability to choose. And so yes. We can control
God, at least we can control His ability to work in us. We can damp it

when you book in the cinema, or £3.50 online. You can book up to four
weeks in advance and pre-movie tea, coffee and biscuits are included. Go to

down, we can put it out.

www.odeon.co.uk to find out more.

Lent is a reminder of the spark and that we have it and that we need to

A Senior Railcard is available to people over 60. At £30 for the whole year, it

let it burn. No not just let it burn but lift off the cover, open the

entitles you to a third off the price of standard, first class, off-peak and

windows and doors of our souls and let it blaze.

advance fares. At tesco.com you can buy your year-long Senior Railcard at a

discount price in exchange for £15 worth of Clubcard points.

David Gill

Websites such as www.vouchercodes.co.uk offer short-term discounts on
well-known high street chain restaurants, including two-for-one deals and
often up to a third off the price of a meal. The above were sourced from Saga
Magazine.
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Blaisdon, Flaxley,
Littledean, Longhope, Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn,
Northwood Green and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

BT’s FREE PRIORITY FAULT REPAIR SCHEME
is available if your household includes someone at risk. They must meet the
criteria below. You can apply if you: rent your line from BT and you, or
someone who lives with you, are: registered as Chronically Sick & Disabled
by your local authority Social Services under the Chronically Sick &
Disabled Persons Act (CSDPA) 1970;
incapacitated and therefore housebound, due to a chronic long-term illness or
disability which prevents you leaving the house without the assistance of
another person. For full details, request the printed version of the booklet
from 0800 800 150. Complete the application form (which comes with the
printed version) and send it to BT in the envelope provided.

TECHNOLOGY HELP FROM THE RNIB
If you have been registered as having poor sight, you can get help with:
changing your watch battery; tuning in your digital radio; setting up audio
description on your TV; setting up a new computer, laptop or printer; setting
up your internet connection; installing software such as Microsoft Office or
JAWS.
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Daily Bible Readings - March 2016
1st Hebrews 1
2nd Hebrews 2. 1-9
3rd Hebrews 7.10 -end
4th Hebrews 3. 1-6
5th Hebrews 3. 7-end
6th Luke 15. 1-3, 11 – 32
7th Hebrews 4. 14- 5.10
8th Hebrews 5. 11- 6.12
9th Hebrews 6. 13-end
10th Hebrews 7. 1-10
11th Hebrews 7. 11-end
12th Hebrews 8
13th John 12. 1-8
14th Hebrews 9. 1-14
15th Hebrews 9. 15-end
16th Hebrews 10. 1-18

17th Hebrews 10 19-25
18th Hebrews 10. 26- end
19th Matthew 1. 18-end
20th Luke 23. 1-49
21st John 12. 1-11
22nd John 12. 20-36
23rd John 13. 21-32
24th John 13. 1-17, 31-35
25th John 18. 1-end of 19
26th Luke 24. 1-12
27th John 20. 1-18
28th Acts 2. 14, 22-32
29th Acts 2. 36-41
30th Acts 3. 1-10
31st Acts 3. 11-end

Around the Spire: March 2016 - 5

Lent Course continues
7.30pm at the Rectory
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How successful are you?
By the Revd Poppy Hughes, Rector of the Benefice of Tetbury, Beverston, Long
Newnton and Shipton Moyne and the Benefice of Avening with Cherington.

An informal evening looking at the Gospel
Bible Reading for the following Sunday.
Could your thoughts influence the Sunday

sermon???

Wednesday 2nd March - Luke 15. 1-3, 11-32
Wednesday 9th March - John 12. 1-8
Wednesday 16th March - John 12. 1-8
If you would prefer not to come to an evening meeting and would like a
day time meeting please let Fr David Know.
And also...Soup Lunches continue at the Rectory:
Thursday 3rd March

Thursday 10th March
Thursday 217th March
12.00noon until 1.30pm - drop in or stay for the chat.
During Lent the money raised is going to our Deanery Christian Aid
project.

It will come as no surprise that Republican candidate Donald Trump is a bad
loser, asking for a re-run when he came second in the Iowa caucus. Failure
is intolerable, especially when you are used to getting your own way. From
the school playground to the football stands, you are damned by the taunt:
“loser”. So you avoid admitting failure at all costs. Like Arsenal’s Manager,
Arsène Wenger, criticised again this week for blaming the ref rather than
admit his players failed to make the best of their chances.
It’s made me wonder that perhaps, as Christians, we are asked to be losers
for God? Like the ninth-century monk Saint Anskar, remembered this
week. He was sent to bring the Christian message to the Scandinavian
countries. And he became known as an example of persevering in the face
of discouragement. Apparently the Nordic people were very fixed in their
pagan ways!
In the Church, we can often find ourselves doing things where success is not
obvious. And some things that feel like a simple failure. But maybe that’s
because God defines success, not us?
I did a school assembly this week that didn’t go well. Although I’d planned
carefully, in the end it just felt like chaos. Yet, as the children walked out,
one little boy confided in me: “These God stories always make me feel
happy.” So I thought I’d failed, but perhaps not. And perhaps that’s what it
feels like to be a loser for God?
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Easter message from the Dean of Gloucester, the Very Revd Stephen Lake
Celebrate every Sunday like Easter Sunday
Recently when on retreat I came across a tiny chapel in a remote northern
valley. It is left open at all times and so I went in to say Morning Prayer. On a
typical ‘Church of England’ board for hymn numbers, there was the sign ‘Next Service, Easter Day.’ Lent had not yet begun.
This made me reflect; firstly how good it was that I had found shelter and
secondly, how good it was that I could join in with centuries of prayer in this
place.
But also, as I prepared myself for the coming days of Lent, it reminded me
that we are the Easter people everyday and that every Sunday is a
celebration of the resurrection. We live in the light of God’s greatest gift in
Jesus, the gift beyond the boundaries of this life and the gift of unbeatable
hope. Needing shelter and a long way from home, the greatest reassurance
had been found in an unexpected place just as Jesus meets us whenever we
need him and wherever we look for him, for he is constantly looking for us.
There are times we all need to see a sign like that - ‘Next Service, Easter
Day’ and to celebrate.

Bishop Martyn’s farewell service
Saturday 12 March, 4.30pm - Gloucester Cathedral
Come along to worship with Bishop Martyn and say farewell as he leaves the
Diocese of Gloucester to become Bishop of Leicester. All are welcome.
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Looking Ahead
to Holy Week
We look forward to welcoming The Reverend Canon Jude Carpenter as our
preacher in Holy Week. Jude has introduced herself on the following page of the
magazine. Holy Week is the most important week in the church's year. It is the

week that we celebrate all that is at the heart of our faith. We are a resurrection
people, but the resurrection means nothing if we haven't also stood at the foot
of the cross on Good Friday. I therefore encourage/invite you to be with us for as
many of our Holy Week services as you can manage, if not a few more than you
can manage, it really is that important.
20th March - Palm Sunday
9.45am: Procession and Parish Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (Abenhall)
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week
7.30pm: Holy Communion (Mitcheldean)
24th March - Maundy Thursday
7.30pm: Eucharist of the Last Supper (Mitcheldean)
9.00pm until Midnight: The Watch
25th March - Good Friday

12.00noon: Good Friday Liturgy (Abenhall)
2.00pm: Good Friday Liturgy (Mitcheldean)
26th March - Easter Eve
7.30pm: Vigil, Easter Ceremonies and Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
th

27 March - Easter Day
10.00am: Family Eucharist (Mitcheldean)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (Abenhall)
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and in doing so to see God, ourselves and our world differently.
Last May (Ascension Day to Pentecost) there was a focus on the Try
Praying initiative to encourage many people to do just this. Some of the
feedback and stories have been very encouraging including prayer spaces in
schools and the university, where hundreds of booklets were given to young
people. Are there ways this Lent that you can connect with those around
you and encourage people to look upwards and TryPraying?
Some of you will already be familiar with the Church of
England JustPray initiative. If you haven’t looked at the website yet, I
encourage you to do so. I hope you will find it a source of encouragement
and inspiration: www.justpray.uk
As well as encouraging those we encounter to try praying, there is also the
challenge to encourage those who are already part of a Christian
worshipping community to look upwards, to infuse the whole of their lives
with prayer and so gain a new vision, not just for church but for Christian
discipleship among the people and places of their week. Perhaps you might
produce a prayer card which people carry with them each day and use in the
different places where they spend their time. Perhaps you could find ways of
encouraging those you already worship with to support each other with
personal, meaningful prayer relevant to their own circumstances and
situations. I would love to hear of your creative ideas about encouraging
prayer. In all of this I commend to you the Lent prayer resources, Streams in
the Desert, produced by the diocesan Worship, Prayer and Spirituality
Group visit www.gloucester.anglican.org/church-outreach/worship-events-and-resources/
May each of us live Lent with expectant hearts as we look upwards and
encourage others to do so too. May we see where God is already at work
and may we discern how best to join in. + Rachel
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An Introduction from Jude Carpenter
Dear Friends, I was delighted when Father David invited me to be your preacher
in Holy Week this year. His invitation will sharpen my focus and give direction to

A letter from the Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Rachel Treweek
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth
Psalm 145:18

As we look to the start of Lent, I send this letter as a call to prayer for each
one of us. I want to encourage the whole Diocese – churches, chaplaincies,
Fresh Expressions, schools – to renew our commitment to prayer and to
link this to the vision discernment process, which will unfold across the
Diocese later this year.
During the seasons of Lent and Easter we make a common journey – a
journey to the pain of the cross, and then beyond it, to the joyous hope of
Easter Day. As a Diocese we are continuing our ‘journeying together’ and
during this coming year will discern the specific priorities for the next stage
of our life together, whilst building on what has gone before.
From Ascension to Pentecost there will be an emphasis on praying for our
Diocese and listening to what God is saying to us. This will begin with a day
of prayer in the Cathedral on 5 May. This prayerful discernment will lead
into a period of conversation, which will be developed through the summer,
and followed by an Advent launch of the next stage of our journey.
Therefore this Lent is about laying the foundation for that.
In the story of the Israelites’ battle with the Amalekites in Exodus 17, we are
told that when Moses held his hands up the Israelites prevailed, but when he
let his hands down, the Amalekites prevailed. One understanding of this is
that Moses as leader was reminding the people to look upwards to God as
they undertook their task. Good advice for us too. As followers of Jesus
Christ we want to learn more of what it means to look upwards, to pray,

my studies, reading and prayer in Lent and I’m so happy to have been given this
extra incentive to spur me on.
I have a great devotion to Jesus. My love for him (or more accurately, His love for
me ) took me in 1999 to Withywood, a housing estate in South Bristol where I

served as vicar for 13 years. It was a challenging place to live and work and all
the more rewarding for that reason. Retiring to Longhope, by comparison, has
been like entering the Garden of Eden! The countryside is so beautiful and its so
good to be part of such a warm and welcoming community. One of the best
things about being retired (and there are very many benefits) is the greater time
and opportunity it has given me to explore and ponder at depth the life of Jesus
and the meaning of his suffering, death and resurrection...their meaning for
Him, for us and for our relationship with God, the God He knew as a loving,
heavenly Father.
For me Jesus is the human face of God. He brings God down to earth so that we
don’t have to speculate and theorise about the nature of God...we look at Jesus
and see God’s generosity, faithfulness and compassion and seeing all this we
have no need of anything more. In His own person Jesus is a living parable of the
love of God. And Jesus was such a gifted man. Amongst his many other talents
He was a brilliant teacher. He knew that a good picture is worth a thousand
words. So He drew his lessons from life and illustrated his teaching with His
sharp observations of the world around him.
I shall try (very hard!) to do the same in Holy Week rather than boring you with
endless streams of words. My hope is that together we will learn and grow and
deepen our love for Him and for one another as we enter with Jesus into the
story of His Passion...so that we may better serve Him by bringing his
compassion, strength and hope to our so very fragile and needy world.
I look forward to seeing you soon...with every blessing.
Jude Carpenter
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The Parish Diary - March 2016
Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.
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Wednesday 16th 7.30pm - 8.30pm: Lent Course (R)
Thursday 17th

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch ®

Friday 18th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)
12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate)

Friday 19th

6.00pm: Film and Supper (M)

Sunday 20th

Palm Sunday
9.45am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Monday 21st

7.30pm: Holy Communion (M)

Tuesday 22nd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
7.30pm: Holy Communion (M)

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory)

Tuesday 1st

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 2nd

7.30pm - 8.30pm: Lent Course (R)

Thursday 3rd

9.00am - 11.00am: 1st Mini Market (M)
12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch (R)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 4th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 6th

Mothering Sunday / 4th of Lent
8.03am: Holy Communion (M)
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 8th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Wednesday 9th

7.30pm - 8.30pm: Lent Course (R)

Thursday 10th

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
12.00noon - 1.30pm: Soup Lunch (R)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Wednesday 23rd 7.30pm: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 24th

Maundy Thursday
9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
11.00am: Chrism Mass (Cathedral)
7.30pm: Eucharist of the Last Supper (M)

Friday 25th

Good Friday
12noon: Good Friday Liturgy (M)
3.00pm: Good Friday Liturgy (A)

Saturday 26th

Easter Eve
7.30pm: Vigil, Easter Ceremonies & Eucharist

Friday 11th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 12th

‘Music for Muscles’ Concert (M)

Sunday 27th

Sunday 13th

Passion Sunday
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Celtic Evening Prayer (A)

Easter Day
10.00am: Family Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 29th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 31st

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Tuesday 15th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
7.30pm: PCC ®

