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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’
Welcome to the May edition of the magazine. Christian Aid week is fast
approaching and this month we are encouraged to ‘Try Praying’
leading up to Ascension. Mitcheldean is also one of nine churches that
has been chosen to receive a grant from the ‘Listed Places of Worship
Roof Repair Fund’, find out more further into the magazine.
If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email
magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this
on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean
1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion)
Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer
(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch
noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk
The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or
housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952.
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Letter, ROCK, pray.
Firstly congratulations to ROCK for the act of worship they prepared
and led on the evening of Sunday 19th April. And to all those who
came along to join them. For those who missed out there were more
people in church in the evening than there had been in the morning.
The service with it's drama , modern arrangements of some well
known songs as well as some new songs was a fantastic celebration of
Easter. Several people commented on how much they enjoyed the
music ('can we have more' type of comments) so it would be good to
hear from others who were there if they would be interested in,
perhaps an occasional, service using modern arrangements and new
songs and hymns.
The Easter season is flying by, and Ascension Day is looming. This
year, as has become our custom, we will start the day with a simple
service on Break Heart Hill at 7.30am followed by breakfast at the
Rectory for those who would like it.
In the evening there will be a solemn Eucharist in Mitcheldean Church
at 7.30pm at which our preacher will be The Reverend Canon Jude
Carpenter.
As I mentioned in last month’s magazine the week between Ascension
Day and our celebration of Pentecost this year is going to be
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'Try Praying' week across the diocese. On the Sunday before we will
be giving out a small booklet with very simple ideas to use for
reflection or prayer during the 10 days. The idea is that you give a copy
of the booklet to some one else. Who is up to you.
The daily bible readings on the next page of this magazine stray into St
Paul's letter to the church at Rome. Paul has a reputation for being
difficult to read and his letter to the early church at Rome can be more
obtuse than some of his other writings. If you are following the daily
readings and the translation you use is difficult to follow then I would
recommend going to www.biblegateway.com and selecting the
“Contemporary English Version” before searching for “Romans”. CEV
is a good translation that still seeks to be a faithful translation while

being understandable.

David Gill
#5 - “Bell Ringers”
Despite the bells being out of action, our band of ringers has kept
going, meeting three times a month at Longhope Church on Thursday
evening.
If you'd like to learn to ring and be a member of the band when we are
finally able to resume ringing at Mitcheldean, have a word with
Fr David, Cathy Baker or one of the other ringers.
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Daily Bible Readings - February 2015
1st John 14. 1-14

17th John 17. 6-19

2nd Ephesians 6. 10-end

18th 1John 2.18-end

3rd John 15. 1-8

19th 1John 3. 1-10

4th 1Peter 1. 1-12

20th 1John 3. 11-end

5th 1Peter 1. 13-end

21st 1John 4. 1-6

6th 1Peter 2. 1-10

22nd 1John 4. 7-end

7th 1Peter 2. 11-end

23rd 1John 5

8th 1Peter 3. 1-12

24th Acts 2. 1-21

9th 1Peter 3. 13-end

25th Romans 1. 1-17

10th John 15. 9-17

26th Romans 1. 18-end

11th 1Peter 4. 1-11

27th Romans 2. 1-16

12th 1Peter 4. 12-end

28th Romans 2. 17-end

13th 1Peter 5

29th Romans 3. 1-20

14th Luke 24. 44-end

30th Romans 3. 21-end

15th John 15. 9-17

31st John 3. 1-17

16th 1John 2. 7-17
WORLD WAR TWO

A Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of VE Day
Saturday 9th May, Mitcheldean Church
An evening of Dinner and Dancing to the tunes of the Forties…
Tickets: £7.00 (adu lts), £4 (childr en, 5 -15)
available from Mrs Sue Lewis (01594 542618) or
Mrs Pam Martin (01594 826115)
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Afraid, alone, in pain
This Christian Aid Week, you can
help transform the lives of women
like Loko.
From 10-16 May, churches the length and
breadth of Britain and Ireland will come

together to pray, campaign and raise
money to improve the lives of people like
Loko.
Every year, 100,000 volunteers demonstrate God’s love for the poor by taking
part in house-to-house collections for Christian Aid. This fantastic witness is a
chance to take the mission of the church into your community.
Loko’s choice in life is simple: ‘If I can’t collect firewood, my
children will die.’
Four times a week, in a remote corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a backbreaking eight-hour trip to gather wood. It’s a task she dreads, but she steels
herself to do it because if she doesn’t her children will starve.
She prays to God as she walks. ‘I ask him to change my life and lead us out of
this,’ she says.
Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own business buying and selling tea
and coffee, freeing her from her desperate task
and allowing her to spend more time caring for
her family.
Find out how you can play your part at
www.caweek.org
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Try Praying!
by the Revd David Deboys, Diocesan Worship Officer
Praying isn’t (only) for so-called ‘experts’. It certainly isn’t only for
clergy or monks and nuns. We’ve all actually prayed at one time or
another – even if it was to cry ‘Oh God help me!’ or to exclaim ‘Thank
you God for this stunningly beautiful day’.
Prayer and praying is at the heart of the life of faith. Prayer may use
words – and clearly our Lord taught his first followers some key words
– but they are not essential. Every conscious breath is a prayer. There

are many ways of describing prayer – but praying isn’t an academic
exercise which we simply talk about. It is a personal encounter
between us and the living God. And because God is involved,
sometimes we need to listen as well as sometimes speaking.
Bishop Martyn is encouraging us all to pray, and has specifically asked
every church in the diocese to invite people to ‘Try Praying’ in the ten

day window between Ascension (Thursday 14 May) and Pentecost.
(Sunday 24 May). To help in this challenge, we have produced a
booklet which you can request for free. It suggests a different way of
praying for each of these ten days. If you haven’t seen it, ask your
parish priest or the Mission and Ministry Department at Church House
on 01452 835544. And don’t forget to Try Praying yourself before
giving the booklet away!
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Why I am going to Try Praying this month
by James Butterworth, Acting Head of Communications
As an officer in the diocese, you would be forgiven for thinking I should
be a fully signed-up Christian, but I came into this role not with a
churched background, but a curiosity to find out more.
That’s why I find the Try Praying resource so compelling. It’s aimed at
people not dissimilar to me, who find themselves on the fringes of the
church community looking in and wondering how I can have a bit of
what you’ve got. I’m assured it all begins with prayer.
The beauty of the resource is its simplicity: most of the suggestions can
be completed at any time. Others will need a little planning, but all are
easy to fit into a busy schedule. The booklet comes with a simple
request— look for a God-given opportunity to offer the booklet to
someone who doesn’t usually come to church. Just say: “Try praying
for a week and see what happens!”
It’s an invitation that people like me are waiting for.
Have your say… Why does prayer matter to you?
Wendy Roberts, Tewkesbury:
Prayer is a gift that God has given to us. Without Christ’s spirit to fill me
and work through me each day I would not be able to do the work I do
in His name. It is good to be filled with Christ’s spirit each day so that
we can be channels of His love. Prayer is important so that I can pray
for others who need it.

Around the Spire: May 2015 - 9

The Parish Diary - May 2015
Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of
our services or other events.
(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory)

Sunday 3rd

5th of Easter
10.00am: Family Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 5th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 7th

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope)

Friday 8th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 9th

6.00pm: VE Day Meal (M)

Sunday 10th

6th of Easter
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK STARTS
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 12th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
2.00pm: Crafty Chat (M)

Wednesday 13th 7.30pm: Mitcheldean PCC (M)
Thursday 14th

Ascension Day
7.30am: Dawn Service (Break Heart Hill)
9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (M)

Friday 15th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)
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Sunday 17th

Sunday after Ascension
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
5.00pm: ROCK (R)

Tuesday 19th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
12.00 - 2.00pm: Soup Shack Christian Aid at Fir Cottage

Wednesday 20th 7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (A)
Thursday 21st

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)

Friday 22nd

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 24th

Pentecost
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 26th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)
2.00pm: Crafty Chat (M)

Thursday 28th

9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)

Sunday 31st

Trinity Sunday
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

The Parish Diary - June 2015
Tuesday 2nd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 4th

Corpus Christi
9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M)
7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (M)
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Church Roof Repairs Grant
Churches in urgent need of roof repairs across the
Diocese of Gloucester have been given money by
the government towards fixing them.
Almost £500,000 from the Listed Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund is being
divided among nine Anglican churches in the diocese.
It is part of a £30 million package announced by the Chancellor George
Osborne. A second round of grants totalling £25 million will be awarded next
year. The grants, which total between £10,000 and £100,000, will go towards
the urgent repair of roofs, gutters and drains.
The Archdeacon of Cheltenham, the Venerable Robert Springett, said: “This
is excellent news. Our churches are central to the communities in which they
are based. We want them to be a presence throughout the week and not
simply on Sunday mornings. These repairs will help them to continue to
serve the people living within the parishes.”
The Archdeacon of Gloucester, the Venerable Jackie Searle, said: “I’m
delighted that so many of our churches have been successful. These
buildings are not just for congregations but are everyone’s heritage and it is
so vital to ensure repairs are carried out to ensure they remain at the heart
of these communities.”

The fund, administered by the National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF) on
behalf of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, was heavily
oversubscribed when applications closed on January 31. The decision to
increase the scheme to a total of £55 million, to be awarded over two
rounds, was a response to the demand.
The Chancellor, George Osborn, said: “Churches and cathedrals are a unique
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part of our national heritage, and play a vital role in community life. We want
to support them.”
The following churches in the Diocese of Gloucester have been successful in
the first round of applications to the Roof Repair Fund:










St Michael and All Angels, Blaisdon - £98,300
St Peter and St Paul, Blockley - £60,200
All Saints, Cold Salperton - £15,200
St Mary, Driffield - £36,900
St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwick - £80,000
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean - £15,700
St Mary, Newent - £96,300
St John, Old Sodbury - £34,900
St Saviour, Redbrook - £35,400

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.
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Great Oaks Hospice
- WHAT DO WE DO? Great Oaks started in 2002 as a small Day Hospice
facility, hosted by a local community hospice, for 12 people just one day a
week. Our aim was to provide care and support for adults living with an
illness that could, potentially, shorten their lives during times of crisis or as
people near the end of their lives. We learnt much from our first patients:
what they expected from their hospice, how this might be delivered, who
might be involved and so on. A poem by a patient written at that time said;
“To help us live the best we can”
Thanks to the resolute generosity of our community, we have been able to
move into our bespoke premises and develop our services on this basis.
We can now offer a broad range of services including care in people’s homes
if they are not able to get to the hospice, one-to-one appointments with our
complementary therapists and social worker, informal groups outside the
more formal planned programmes of care that are all based on the individual
needs of each person. During 2014 we directly supported over 400 people.
Each have family and friends who are also affected by what is going on and
can receive our support, both during the person’s illness and into
bereavement.
We also encourage other groups and services, such as the Breathe Easy and
MS Support Groups, and the Heart Failure Clinics to use the hospice thus
ensuring people can get suitable support near home.
We do not charge for any of our services. The only funding we receive is
from the NHS towards our nursing Hospice at Home service which gives
mainly overnight care in the home. All other costs are found through an
eclectic mix of fundraising activities, donations, successful “recycling” via our
5 shops and occasional legacies. Sometimes people donate “in kind”.
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For instance a local garden centre brings several dozen pot plants each
Christmas to give to each and every person using the hospice and the college
trainee chefs make mince pies for our Evening of Remembrance. We operate
from a surprisingly small budget and could not sustain our services without
the close involvement and support of our community.
If you would like further details, please view our latest Annual Report on our
website: www.great-oaks.org.uk. Visits to the hospice, to see for yourself
what we do, can also be arranged. Please contact us on 01594 811910 to
make an appointment.
Jane Hamilton - Clinical Nurse Manager

100 Club Results
December 2014
1 – No20
£29 – Mrs N Jones
2 – No18
£15 – Mr P Gravatt
3 – No69
£5 – Mr J Knight
January 2015
1 – No32
2 – No 7
3 – No31

£29 – Mrs A Blewitt
£15 – Mr R Martin
£5 – Mrs H Roberts
February 2015
1 – No18
£29 – Mr P Gravatt
2 – No7
£15 – Mr R Martin
3 – No5
£5 – Mrs K Jenkins

There are spare numbers available for the 100 Club. Anyone interested,
please ring me on 01594 542900. Doreen Davis
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

CAN YOU RENT A STAIRLIFT?
The following information comes from Rica – Consumer Research for Older
and Disabled People. You can rent stair lifts from some local suppliers and
manufacturers. Rica last researched rental prices in 2010. Prices from local
suppliers vary – typical charges that we found were around £350 for
installation and then around £10 a week rent. This also includes the cost of
removal. Of the major national manufacturers and suppliers, Dolphin charged

£700 to rent a straight stairlift for one year. This up-front fee included
installation, future removal charges, 12 months' rental fees, and servicing and
breakdown cover. There was a £50/month rental fee to rent the stairlift for
longer than a year. They did not rent curved lifts. Stannah rented stairlifts for
straight stairs starting at £57 a month; curved stairs from £148 a month. In
addition to this, there was a one-off charge of £795 (straight) or £1300
(curved) that covered admin, installation and removal. Fees included
servicing.
COMMUNITY HEALTH TRAINERS
are still working in Lydney, Cinderford, Lydbrook, Ruardean, Littledean and
Ruspidge providing one-to-one support to make changes to your lifestyle and
become healthier. This includes increasing physical activity, support to lose
weight, stopping smoking, reducing alcohol and eating healthily. FFI call
Stella Thomson on 01452 554408. This is a free and confidential service.
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YOUR HOSPITAL EXPERIENCES ARE NEEDED
Over the past 8 months, Healthwatch has collected in excess of 2,200
comments from the public about care in the county and is keen to hear from
anyone with recent experiences of either Cheltenham General or
Gloucestershire Royal Hospitals, in terms of emergency and other types of
care including cancellation of planned surgery and their experience of being
discharged from hospital. Call free on 0800 6525193. For further information

on Healthwatch Gloucestershire and to share your experiences confidentially,
please contact email info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk,
call 01452 504989, or visit the www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk
GPs SWITCHING TO ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS
Thirty seven GP practices in Gloucestershire can now digitally send
prescriptions direct to pharmacies, without the need for the traditional paper
slip, and more will follow. It is designed to speed up the process and gives
patients access to new services. One of the new options is the NHS Repeat
Prescription Service from Pharmacy2U, which allows people to order by
phone, online or using a mobile app and then have their medication delivered
for free to their home or workplace.
Pharmacist, Dr Julian Harrison said: “The move to e-prescriptions is giving
patients a lot more choice – such as a pharmacy closer to where they work or
an online and mail-order service like ours. Our NHS repeat prescription
service is popular with people who work long hours, the elderly, the
housebound and busy commuters who want to save time.” To use electronic
prescriptions, patients can speak to their chosen pharmacy to set their
‘nomination’ which is where their prescription will be digitally sent. Find out
which Gloucestershire GPs are live with electronic prescriptions, by visiting
www.escriptfinder.co.uk
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BOOKS FOR YOU…
AND POETRY TOO!
Mitcheldean Book Club is once again entering it’s Summer Season of
meetings where readers of all kinds meet to exchange views on a variety of
books and have a sociable chat over tea and coffee.

Authors that are read range from modern, popular writers to old favourites
that have stood the test of time. Everything from romance and comedy to
murder mystery and poetry from your school favourites to the latest from
Carol Ann Duffy, the poet laureate.
For further information about these monthly meetings, phone Janet Adams
on 01594 542935 or Bill Waddell on 01594 543671.
Look forward to seeing you!

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS

The co-operative funeralcare
Care and support when it matters most
from local, professional staff
24 hour personal service
Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans
Monumental services

made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Lower High St
Cinderford
(01594) 822115
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Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN
We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall
Parish Priest
Father David Gill
St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS
Tel: 01594 542952
Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Reader Emeritus
Mr Peter Grevatt
21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN
Tel: 01594 542912

Churchwardens for
Mitcheldean

Churchwardens for
Abenhall

Mrs Pam Martin

Ms Sheila Baker

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,

The Fuchsias, New Road,

Littledean, GL14 3LJ

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP

Tel: 01594 826115

Tel: 01594 543522

Ms Helen Dunsford

Mrs Kath Fisher

7 Wintles Close,

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill,

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET

Tel: 01594 543146

Tel: 01594 543584

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or
email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

