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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’
Welcome to this November edition of the Parish Magazine. As n ext
month will be a December & January double edition, please ensure that any articles
or news relating to the new year that you wish to be included has been sent to us by
November 20th at the latest.
Alongside the paper copies, this magazine is now also available on our website and
can be emailed directly to you. Speak to either Fr. David, Michael Heylings or Hugh
James or email us at magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk to find out more.
Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider passing
it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news.

Worship with Us
St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean
1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service
Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
(Children and families are very welcome at all our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong
For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch noticeboards or
view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk
The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or housebound.
Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952
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One church, one faith, one Lord.
Over the past six months, Abenhall and Mitcheldean church councils have been
considering the possibility of formally merging the two parishes. Our conversations
have moved carefully, exploring the implications and benefits of becoming one
parish.
The two parishes have been closely associated for a long time and have shared a
priest as far back as Richard Stringer in 1623. They became one benefice under
Arthur Smith in the middle of the last century. Most of you will know that the parish
boundary runs through Mitcheldean village, so there are people living in
Mitcheldean who are in Abenhall parish.
There are lots of good and positive reasons, besides the long and close association,
for becoming one parish, not least the message it sends to the people who live here
about the unity of the church as the body of Christ. It would also mean that both

churches would be involved in God's mission across the parishes, such as our
engagement with the school or with our Care Homes. It would also enable those
coming for marriage to choose which church they wish to be married in, whereas at
the moment it is a legal requirement to either live in the parish concerned or to have
a demonstrable connection with it.
As one legal parish we would only need one church council, meaning we would pool
the experience we have across the two present church councils. I also hope that it
would mean the small and faithful congregation at Abenhall would feel part of a

bigger church family.
It is not intended that merging the parishes would mean fewer services, my vision is
that we would be like many churches that have more than one congregation
worshipping on a Sunday except that we would also have two buildings in which to
worship.
The two church councils have been taking one step at a time committing only to
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taking the next step in their exploration. We are at the stage where we have an idea
how the merged church council and church officers would work but we have still
been having these conversations separately so that each council can voice it's own
concerns and priorities. Actually we have found that there are no great differences
between what each would require to progress the conversation and we are now
hoping to hear from the Diocese concerning the legal process for merging the two
parishes.

I have to add that we also need to be aware that as a diocese we are in challenging
financial times. The church of the future is likely to look significantly different to the
church of today, there will be stipendiary priests only where parishes can afford
them. The chances of Mitcheldean and Abenhall being in the privileged position of
having a priest to themselves in ten or fifteen (may be even five) years is slim to say
the least. It can only strengthen our position in the future to be formally united.
We will keep you informed of the progress of this and would also appreciate your
thoughts.

David Gill

Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 10th November
There will be a simplified Parish
Eucharist at 10.00am at St. Michael
& All Angels, Mitcheldean, followed
by the Remembrance Service
starting at 10.50am at the War
Memorial.
Holy Communion at 3.00pm at St. Michael’s, Abenhall will include an
Act of Remembrance.
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Christmas Tree Festival 2013
We are once again holding our Christmas Tree Festival this year.
If you are interested in having a tree either for your family or
business and have not had one before please contact Sue Lewis on 542618.
The cost of each tree is £30.00, £5.00 of which goes to our nominated
charities. We will provide the tree for you to decorate.

John Rose
Diane and Peter would like to thank everyone for the love, sympathy, cards and
support shown after John’s sudden death. We would especially like to say thank you
to Sue, Pam, Pauline and Fred for their kindness and work in providing the
refreshments. John would have been flattered by the number attending his funeral
and all those who made donations to the West Window Fund in his memory.
Thank you.

From the Parish Record...
BAPTISMS
21st September: Edw ar d Jack B att
(son of Adrian & Adrienne)

WEDDINGS
5th October: B en H ooper S m ith & Lisa S im pso n

FUNERALS
October: B eatr ice An nie H ar t - 87
October: Joh n Rose - 91
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Thought for the Day
This article was broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s ’Today’ programme by Clifford Longley, their
religious affairs commentator.

One of the first things David Cameron said when he became Prime Minister
was that he wanted, quote, "to put aside party differences and work hard for

the common good..."
That phrase "the common good" is intriguing. It is an ancient idea but a
relative newcomer to the British political vocabulary, though Ed Miliband
has used it and so has Nick Clegg.
Four years ago, the Harvard philosopher Michael Sandel devoted his Reith
Lectures here on BBC Radio 4 to expounding what he called "the new politics
of the common good". Professor Sandel's background is Jewish, so it is not
surprising that the term "the common good" appears in the writings and
speeches of the former Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks. It is gradually being adopted
in the Anglican and Free Churches - to say things, for example, about the
organisation of a fair society, which are otherwise difficult to express.
The concept is a familiar one in Islam. And ‘common good’ language is at the
heart of the social teaching of the Catholic Church, whose philosophical ideas
draw not only on the Bible but also on Aristotle and Plato through Saints
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. This unpacks the ‘common good’ principle
as being about solidarity - that we are, each one of us, responsible for the
wellbeing of everyone. That principle helps to shape a coherent society, and
moulds our character as individuals. So is it secular or religious? Actually it's
a bit of both.
We have two excellent examples already. Take the state school system. It is
based on the principle that the whole of society should take responsibility for
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the education of all its children. The National Health Service was founded on
the belief that the whole of society should take responsibility for the health of
every citizen. So, providing for the education of children and ensuring that
people are as healthy as possible are both examples of the common good.
But it is wider than that. Education and health are part of what we mean by
the fulfilment of human potential, of becoming what we are meant to be, of
integral human development. It is not just the business of the state; it is the
business of everyone.
So far, so straightforward, you might say. But the ‘common good’ principle
starts to become controversial when you apply it to the world of business,
particularly businesses which are committed to the short-term maximisation
of shareholder value, because that approach does not appear to acknowledge
any duty to the common good.
So how can we change the rules of the game? How do we alter how people
think, so that business puts the common good not just on their agenda, but at
the top of it? For me, in the present state of our politics and economy, that is
the hardest and most pressing question of all.

Church Announcements
 Thursday night – Faith Supper. Prayer and medication to follow.
 This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Thwaites to come
forward and lay an egg on the altar.
 The title of Sunday’s sermon is “What is Hell?” - Come early
and listen to the choir practice.
 When washing the church flower vases, please stand upside
down in the sink.
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Calling all ABBA fans!
We will be holding our Mamma Mia evening on Saturday 23rd November
from 6.30pm.
Come along, watch the film, sing along and then enjoy a meal.
Tickets are £7 (adults) and £4 (under 12s).
Contact Sue Lewis on 542618 to purchase.

The Priest & the Frog
An old priest was out fishing one afternoon when he heard a noise beside him. He
looked down and saw frog sitting next to him. The frog said “Father, I’ve had a spell
cast on me. If you kiss me, I’ll turn into a beautiful princess and make you happy
for the rest of your life.” The old priest smiled, picked up the frog and put it in his
pocket.
A little later, the priest looked in his pocket to see how the frog was doing. The frog
said to him again, this time with some exasperation, “Father, I’ve had a spell cast on
me. If you kiss me, I’ll turn into a beautiful princess and make you
happy for the rest of your life.”
Again, the old priest just smiled and went of fishing. A little later
still, he checked on the frog again. This time the frog said, “What’s
wrong with you? I said that I’m bewitched. Just kiss me and turn
me back into a beautiful princess.” The old priest just kept on
smiling and said, “My dear frog, I hate to tell you this but, at my
age, I’d rather have a talking frog than a beautiful princess.”
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100 Club
Shown below are the prize winners for September, October & November.
SEPTEMBER
First Prize (£30)

Mrs R Clayton

No. 65

Second Prize (£15)

Mrs E Haines

No. 42

Third Prize (£5)

Mrs A Blewitt

No. 32

First Prize (£30)

Mrs M King

No. 23

Second Prize (£15)

Oliver Jones

No. 43

Third Prize (£5)

Mrs J Batt

No. 24

First Prize (£30)

Mrs R Young

No. 83

Second Prize (£15)

Mrs M Turley

No. 81

Third Prize (£5)

Mr T Pickthall

No. 55

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

The 100 Club New Year begins in December 2013, when subs are due.
Thank you,
Doreen Davis

“Forgiveness is like this: a room can be dank because you have
closed the windows, you've closed the curtains. But the sun is
shining outside, and the air is fresh outside. In order to get that
fresh air, you have to get up and open the window and draw the
curtains apart.”
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Pope Francis interviewed
In August, Pope Francis was interviewed in a rare audience inside the Pope’s private
living quarters. The Pope has chosen to live in a spartan and austere room rather
than in the papal apartment in the Apostolic Palace. In the wide-ranging interview,
Pope Francis calls for the Catholic church to face up to the need for reform.
Offering a dramatic contrast to the traditional conservative approach of his

predecessor, Francis says the first reform must be one of "attitude", adding that,
unless a new balance is found, "the moral edifice of the church is likely to fall like a
house of cards". Upon his election in March, Pope Francis was presented as a new
start for a church still reeling from scandals. But the extent of the shift that Francis
represents is only now becoming apparent.
The Pope urges Catholics to show "audacity and courage" in their approach to people
who, in the past, have been given short shrift by the church. He set out his desire to
find a "new balance" in the Catholic church, calling for greater involvement of
women in key decisions and a less condemnatory approach towards gay people,
divorcees and women who have had an abortion.
Asked how he would respond to Catholics who are divorced or remarried or gay, he
replies: "I used to receive letters from homosexual persons who are 'socially
wounded', because they tell me that they feel the church has always condemned
them. But the church does not want to do this." He went on: "A person once asked
me, in a provocative manner, if I approved of homosexuality. I replied with another

question: 'Tell me: when God looks at a gay person, does he endorse the existence of
this person with love, or reject and condemn this person?' We must always consider
the person … In life, God accompanies persons, and we must accompany them,
starting from their situation.”
"I have never been a right-winger," the Pope says, admitting that when he was a
younger man he had "an authoritarian and quick manner of making decisions. ….
Over time I learned many things."
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Pope Francis does not offer any concrete changes of policy such as a willingness to
see women enter the clergy or a loosening of the church's tough approach to
contraception. But he does signal a radical change of approach from which solid
reforms might follow.
On women, he begins by saying, quizzically, that he is wary of what he calls "female
machismo", because "women have a different make-up from men". But he then goes
on to say that he wants to "investigate further the role of women in the church … The

feminine genius is needed wherever we make important decisions."
He raises the example of a woman with a failed marriage behind her who has had an
abortion. She remarries, has five children, and is happy. "That abortion in her past
weighs heavily on her conscience and she sincerely regrets it. She would like to move
forward in her Christian life … We cannot insist only on issues related to abortion,
gay marriage and the use of contraceptive methods. This is not possible … We have to
talk about them in a context."
On gay Catholics, he adds to the remarks he made in July when he said he would not
judge a gay person seeking God. In the latest interview, the Pope adds that "God in
creation has set us free: it is not possible to interfere spiritually in the life of a
person."
In the course of the interview, the Pope also gives an insight into his personal tastes.
He likes reading Dostoevsky and the German lyric poet Friedrich Holderlin, and has
Alessandro Manzoni's historical novel ‘The Betrothed’, which he has already read

three times, by his bed.
He admires the paintings of Caravaggio and Chagall and adores listening to Mozart
and Beethoven interpreted by the German conductor Wilhelm Furtwangler. His
favourite films are ‘La Strada’ by Fellini and Roberto Rossellini's wartime drama
‘Rome, Open City’.
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The Parish Diary - November 2013
Find out what is happening in November. Please feel free to join us at any
of our services or other events.
(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, S = Mitcheldean Primary School)

Friday 1st

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 2nd

3.00pm: All Souls Service (M)

Sunday 3rd

All Saints
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer & Commemoration (A)

Tuesday 5th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 7th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 8th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 9th

10.00am—12 noon: Jumble Sale (M)
1.00pm—Wedding (M)

Sunday 10th

10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
10.50am: Remembrance Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion & Act of Remembrance (A)

Tuesday 12th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 14th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)
7.30pm: Bellringing (M)

Friday 15th

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Sunday 17th

10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
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Tuesday 19th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 21st

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)

Friday 22nd

12noon: Midday Prayer (M)

Saturday 23rd

1.00pm: Wedding (M)
6.30pm: Mamma Mia Evening (M)

Sunday 24th

Christ the King
10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)

Tuesday 26th

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Thursday 28th

9.00am—11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M)

Looking Ahead to December 2013
Here are just some of the events taking place in early December…

Sunday 1st

Advent Sunday
10.00am: Family Service (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)

Tuesday 3rd

10.30am: Holy Communion (M)

Sunday 8th

Advent 2
2.00pm: Messy Christingle (M)
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November 2013

Remembrance
by the Revd Canon Robbin Clark, Dean of Women Clergy

As November approaches, we move from autumn towards winter. We’ve
turned the clocks back and it’s growing dark by teatime. For me, there’s
always a bit of melancholy that sets in about now. To offset that, there is a
welcome sense of cosiness.
In the church, we move this month into our season of Remembrance. What
we remember at All Saints is that we are part of a great “cloud of witnesses”
encompassing all who have ever called upon the name of the Lord. On All
Souls’ Day, we are asked to remember especially those known to us who
have passed into God’s nearer presence. It is a time to feel their nearness to
us as well, as they live in our memories and affection. Then comes
Remembrance Sunday, when we pay our respects to those who have given
their lives in service to their country in the wars of the last century and the
conflicts of today, and also pray for all those who put themselves in harm’s
way for our benefit. At this time it is important to emphasise the need of all
persons of faith to work for peace with justice and the end of violence and
oppression, wherever they are found. We must also have a care for the
bereaved, whose lives have been shattered by the loss of loved ones in
armed conflict.
As Christians, we hold remembrance in high regard as a way of bringing into
present reality things that we might be tempted to regard as long ago and far
away. Christian remembering is a powerful thing and one that helps and
consoles us. It also is meant to strengthen us to move forward with
renewed vigour in mission and ministry.
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Credit Unions
Credit unions in over 100 countries celebrated International Credit Union
Day on 17th October and this year’s theme was Unite for Good – a better
way.
The Archbishop of Canterbury is encouraging churches to work with credit
unions to enable more people to access local, ethical and affordable financial
services. The Diocese of Gloucester and the Bishop of Tewkesbury is fully
supportive of this campaign.
The Bishop of Tewksbury, the Rt Revd Martyn Snow said. “The Archbishop's
initiative around credit unions is something we want to support
wholeheartedly. I have been a member of a credit union for a good number
of years (in Sheffield) and can testify to their importance in helping
economically poorer communities. I hope to join a credit union in this area
soon and would encourage individuals and parishes across the diocese to
proactively support this enterprise in every way possible.”

Credit unions are financial co-operatives owned and controlled by their
members. They are licensed deposit takers, authorised and regulated by the
Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority.
Speaking ahead of ICU Day, Archbishop Justin Welby said in his first
Instagram message: "Let’s begin to make a difference to how families can
finance themselves in this country – join and support a credit union."
In a personal letter being sent to all clergy, Archbishop Justin underlined this
message saying that the one million families who take out payday loans every
month can end up in a crippling spiral of debt.
"Our faith in Christ calls us to love the poor and vulnerable with our
actions. That is why the Church must be actively involved in supporting the
development of real lending alternatives, such as credit unions," he said.
To find a credit union to join, visit: www.findyourcreditunion.co.uk.
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A Missing Debate
by Canon Dr Tudor Griffiths, Rector of St Mary’s with St Matthew’s, Cheltenham

Every community and every individual is affected to a greater or lesser
extent by government cutbacks.
But there is one area of public spending that appears to be attracting little
attention and debate, and that is the cost of replacing Trident. This is our
submarine-based nuclear deterrent, and within a couple of years, a final
decision will be needed about whether or not it should be replaced. The
absence of current debate suggests that this will go through without a great
deal of public discussion. The Government’s lowest estimated cost of
replacing Trident is £15 billion. Greenpeace argues that this is more likely to
be in the region of £34 billion. I wonder whether this level of expenditure is
justifiable in a time of cuts?
As well as questions about renewing a system that was designed for the
Cold War era, there are questions about the morality of nuclear deterrence.
Just who are we deterring? And how is Trident, and ‘son of’ Trident,
effective here?
I do wonder why this is not even being addressed by our major political
parties; and I wonder what has happened to the radical Church that
produced ‘The Church and the Bomb’ in 1982, provoking the political
establishment at that time.
Reading the prophet Isaiah (see chapter 2) recently reminded me that the
technology we invest in clearly expresses our values. Isaiah points towards a
complete trust in God; now how is that particular value expressed in
technology? I rather think that Trident sits uncomfortably.

Bishop Michael in the Forest
The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd Michael Perham, visited Drybrook,
Lydbrook and Ruardean in October to see the work around the Benefice.
He spent time at the Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group, which is held in
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Forest Church ‘School Room’ and also visited the Shop on the Cross in
Drybrook. To see photos of the visit, go to the Diocese Facebook page.

Facing death refreshed my faith
by Bishop Patrick Harris

“In January last year, I collapsed at a Consultation in the Oncology Unit at
Cheltenham Hospital, with double pneumonia and Aggressive Non-Hodgkins
Lymphoma. The medical staff fought through the night for my life. The next
day I sprouted wires, tubes and a mask for oxygen, but was alive.
In the middle of that night, I had the most moving experience of my life. I
was overwhelmed by a sense of being in the presence of God. Tears
streamed down my face in wonder and worship. I am not an overly
emotional person and I strongly resist the suggestion that I was hallucinating
because of the drugs I was receiving.
“The reality of those moments lives on with me to this day. When I walked
through the valley of the shadow of death, I was not afraid because I
experienced that God was with me.
“Following eight months of intensive chemo-therapy, together with the
prayers of many friends, I am now in remission. The reality of my humbling
encounter with God has given me in my 80th year, a renewed commitment
to prayer and a sense of urgency and longing to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ.”
If you have had a near death experience which has had an impact on your
faith, get in touch by emailing kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, tweet us using
#faithneardeath or write to us via the Diocese of Gloucester Facebook page.

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House,
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all
parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To
submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address
above.
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News from Mitcheldean Endowed Primary School
These notices are taken from recent school newsletters and show what the pupils have been
up to over recent months.
Jump Rope for Heart
Thanks to everyone who sponsored and supported the BHF Jump Rope for Heart
day that took place at the end of the summer term. We raised an amazing £1114.05 of
which £919.24 went to the charity and the remainder to the school.
Well done to the following children who raised over £50 and received a rucksack for
their efforts: Boden Watton, Lydia Lock, Amber Williams, Megan Thomas, Maisie &
Lily Potter, Daniel & Ben Hamer, Isabella Sherwood, Ellie Shurmer, Zane & Jadyn
Burge.
Morrison’s vouchers
We are collecting Morrison vouchers again this year. There is a collection box outside
the main reception area. We are hoping to use them to exchange for mini
wheelbarrows this year.
Thanks for all the Sainsbury’s vouchers you collected in the summer term. We have
been able to purchase lots of new sports & cooking equipment for school.
Samaritan’s Purse
Shoebox time again!
We would really appreciate any support you could give this worthwhile cause. Please

bring your completed boxes, with your £3.00 shipping donation in the box, back to
school by Monday 11th November. If you feel unable to complete a box on your own,
maybe you could join up with a few friends and do one between you or send in
articles that we would put in a school shoe box. Thank you.
Dates for the Diary
8th December - Christingle Service in Church at 2.00pm
19th December - Carol Service in Church at 2.30pm
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Mr. Allen Swift, 1908—2010
This man owned and drove the same car for 82 YEARS. Can you imagine
even HAVING th e sam e car for 82 year s?
Mr. Allen Swift ( Springfield, MA ) received this 1928 Rolls-Royce Piccadilly-P1
Roadster from his father, brand new - as a graduation gift in 1928. He drove it, up
until his death in 2010 at the age of 102.
He was the oldest, living owner of a car that was purchased new. Just thought you'd
like to see it.
It was donated to a Springfield museum after his death. It has 1,070,000 miles on it,
still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent at any speed and is in perfect, cosmetic
condition at 82 years of age. That's approximately 13,048 miles per year, 1,087 miles
per month.

1,070,000! That's miles not kilometres!
That's British engineering of a bygone era. I don't think they make them like this any
more!
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes…
Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn.
Tel: 07810 630004 | Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

NEW PHONE NUMBER FOR FRED
Forest Read Easy Deal is an award-winning charity offering free, confidential, oneto-one reading coaching to adults in the Forest of Dean. If you know anyone living
in the Forest of Dean who would like to know more about improving their reading
skills, please ask them to get in touch with FRED. You may also know someone who
would like to train to be a volunteer reading coach - it is a very rewarding role and
no previous experience is needed.
You can find out more about FRED on our website: www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk.
Our telephone number has changed and is now: 07746 371353.
MAGIC PLUG
A Magic Plug lets you know if the water in a bath or sink is too hot and helps to
prevent scalding. The plug changes colour when the temperature reaches 36C,
alerting the bather that the water may be too hot. The Magic Plug is also a
mechanism that allows a bath or a sink to be filled to a specific level. If left

unattended, it releases excess water to prevent overflow. The Magic Plug can be
attached easily to your existing plug chain and can be purchased from several
companies for £10-14.
ORGANIC FRUIT BOX
A delivery service for customers wanting organic produce. The company is called
Abel and Cole. Tel: 08452626262 or visit www.abelandcole.co.uk. The vegetables,
milk etc. are delivered to the door. A recipe book is included in the box.
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DEAF-FRIENDLY LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE
Sarah Lawrence, who is deaf, writes and publishes a deaf-friendly lifestyle and
culture magazine every quarter. The magazine is free and is full of information,
advice and articles that are aimed at people who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. The
magazine can be viewed on-line at slfirst.co.uk. If you want a printed copy,
Telephone: 07944 160766 Email: sarah@slfirst.co.uk or write to SL First Ltd,
Tredomen Business and Technology Centre, Tredomen Business Park, Ystrad
Mynach, Caerphilly, CF82 7FN.
NATIONAL TRUST AND DISABLED VISITORS
National Trust properties have a good degree of access for visitors with disabilities.
(Also welcome are assistance dogs.) The majority of properties have adapted WC’s
and provide manual wheelchairs for loan. Self drive and volunteer driven powered
mobility vehicles are available at some large gardens and parks. Their admission
policy admits the necessary companion or carer of a disabled visitor free of charge

on request. However, the National Trust does have an ‘Access for All Admit One
Card’ which can be issued by their Supporter Service Centre and means that you do
not have to ask for free admission for your carer/companion each time you visit a
National Trust property. You can obtain a card by phoning 017 93 817634. More
information can be found on their website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk.
INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES

www.yourewelcome.to which is backed by Barnwood Trust, is all about creating
more welcoming and inclusive communities across Gloucestershire to help people
do the things they enjoy, and get to know more people where they live. On the
website you can start your own group, publicise an event or upload a story or
resource that you want to share. You can start or take part in a discussion by typing,
talking or uploading a video. You will even find a brilliant match-making tool for
groups so that you can share your resources with other groups, whether it’s a bit of
meeting space you have to offer or some skills you want to share.
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Welcome Club
The club outing for October was to the historic city of Hereford. There is
plenty to see and do here as well as excellent shopping facilities. Some of our
party visited the Cathedral to see the Mappa Mundi Exhibition. This map of
the world believed to date from 1300 shows how scholars of that time
visualised the world in both spiritual and geographical terms and it is
fascinating to look at. We also saw the Chained Library containing over 1500
books dating from the 8th to 19th centuries. A very interesting and
enlightening visit.
We again had good weather and everyone enjoyed the day and came home
loaded with shopping!

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alterations

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS
Also specialises in
BRIDAL alterations

CHRISTENING GOWNS
made to order
Will Collect / Deliver

07766329369
25 years experience!

The co-operative
funeralcare
 24 hour personal service
 Private chapel of rest
 Pre-paid funeral plans
 Monumental masonry service

Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home:
Co-operative funeralcare
Lower High St
Cinderford
01594 822115
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Sleepy Hollow
Wigpool
Mitcheldean
Gloucestershire
GL17 0JN
We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.
Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.
We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.
Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.

tel: 01594 542597

www.celticcattery.co.uk

Lavender’s
Blue
Floristry

The Old
Dairy
Tearoom

Stunning flowers for any occasion :
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate
work

The Forest’s premier tearoom
for afternoon and cream teas

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons &
artificial flowers

between Mitcheldean & Longhope
On the A4136
Tel: 01452 831221

The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean,
GL17 0AZ
01594 542121
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
Visit our website at:
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk

Harts Barn

Open Tuesday-Sunday
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March)
Booking advised between 12noon-2pm
Traditional roasts every Sunday
Last hot orders 1 hour before closing

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall
Parish Priest
Father David Gill
St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS
Tel: 01594 542952
Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

Reader Emeritus
Mr Peter Grevatt
21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN
Tel: 01594 542912

Churchwardens for
Mitcheldean

Churchwardens for
Abenhall

Mrs Sue Lewis

Ms Sheila Baker

Nasz Dom, The Stenders,

The Fuchsias, New Road,

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP

Tel: 01594 542618

Tel: 01594 543522

Mrs Pam Martin

Mrs Kath Fisher

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill,

Littledean, GL14 3LJ

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET

Tel: 01594 826115

Tel: 01594 543584

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or
email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

