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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to the November magazine, which in addition to our regular slots 

sees the start of a “Did you Know” series, highlighting some of the less well-

known activities carried out by our churches. We have also provided a set of 

bible readings for November and would like to know whether this would be 

appreciated on a regular basis. 

If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email 

magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this on paper 

or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Christ triumphant ever reigning 

The months between the summer and Christmas always seem really 

busy,  this year is no exception. We have ticked off the visit of Bishop 

Martyn and the confirmation of five of our young people, the harvest 

thanksgiving and the information session about the parish merger.  

Rushing towards us are All Saints and All Souls, Remembrance 

Sunday and hot on their heels - Advent, followed by you know what. 

Bishop Martyn's visit was a great way to enjoy our Patronal Festival. 

There were 120 people in church making the confirmation of 

Charlotte, Brad, Callum, Becca and Rachel a great celebration. The 

young people are going to continue meeting hopefully at least once a 

month, and would be very happy to hear from any other youngsters 

who would like to join them.  We are planning a varied calendar of 

events on the understanding that I don't try to be 'hip' or 'cool'.  Or use 

words like hip and cool! 

Our celebration of All Saints includes our two services of 

commemoration of the departed,  3.00pm on Saturday 1st November 

in Mitcheldean church and 3.00pm on Sunday 2nd in Abenhall.  If you 

are planning to come and would like someone in particular 

remembered, please add them to the list in the church you are hoping 

to attend. 

On Sunday 9th November we keep Remembrance Sunday. We will 

have a simple celebration of the Eucharist at 10.00am in Mitcheldean 

church, followed by the Remembrance Sunday service starting at 

10.50am at the war memorial. At 3.00pm there will be evening prayer 

in Abenhall church with a short act of remembrance. 
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November kicks off with a real theme of remembrance, recalling those 

who have given their lives in service of others, those who we love and 

miss and also those who have been saints on our journeys, those who 

have grown and nurtured us in the faith.  These few weeks leading to 

Advent are know as the Kingdom Season in the church's calendar. The 

season when we celebrate God's reign over creation and our hearts. As 

we remember those who have gone before us, we are also reminded 

that God's kingdom is about more than just the here and now, our 

prayers, our worship and our thanksgivings join with the people of God 

whose lives stretch out both before and after us. We are reminded that 

our faith is a baton that we have been handed and which we are 

charged with handing on. 

David Gill 

Members of our church family undertake a 

wide range of activities each month in our 

communities. Some of these, such as our 

regular Sunday services, will be familiar but many will be less well 

known. In this “Did you Know” series, we will briefly highlight some of 

these regular activities... 

 

#1 - Friday Midday Prayer 

Each Friday at 12.00noon, lasting about ten minutes, there is a short 

service of midday prayer in Mitcheldean Church including a psalm, a 

bible reading, silence and prayers of intercession.  

A few moments of calm in the busy day, or a chance to pray with 

others. All are welcome. 
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THE SPIRITUALITY NETWORK FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

 

A DAY WITH 

ADRIAN PLASS  
 

Saturday 22nd November 2014  

10.00am - 3.00pm at 

Sacred Hearts Church Hall,  
Charlton Kings 

 

Cost: £12 

To Reserve your place contact Revd. Paul Henstock 

01452- 525244      |      ph005a4900@blueyonder.co.uk  

ATTENDANCE BY PRIOR BOOKING ONLY 

 

(Please make out your cheque to 

The Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire) 
 

Bring a Packed Lunch     Tea/Coffee provided 
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Daily Bible Readings - Guidance 
 

Some people find it helpful to have a scheme of daily readings to help 

them with their bible reading.  We are going to try to offer a list of 

readings each month in the magazine for those who may find it useful. 

 

 

Bible References 

I know that some aren't sure how bible references work so for those...   

 The name is the name of the book. 

Most bibles have an index at the front where you can look this up. If 

there is a number before the name (1 Corinthians) it is because 

there is more than one book with the same name.   

 The first number after the name is the chapter number, this is often 

followed by a full stop.  

 The numbers after this are the verses.  

So on the following page, for 1st November, the reading is from Luke's 

Gospel, chapter fourteen, verse 1 and verses 7-11.  

Days printed in bold in the list below are Sundays or main feast days 

(red letter days) where the reading is specific to the day. 

 
 

Which Bible? 

If you are looking to buy a bible and don't know which translation to 

go for I am happy to have a conversation with you about it. I find the 

version we use in church, the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), 

to be very good. 
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1st  Luke 14. 1, & 7-11 

2nd Matthew 5. 1-12 

3rd  Luke 14. 12-14 

4th Luke 14. 15-24 

5th Luke 14. 25-33 

6th Luke 15. 1-10 

7th Luke 16. 1-10 

8th Luke 16. 1-8 

9th Matthew 25. 1-13 

10th Luke 17. 1-6 

11th Luke 17. 7-10 

12th Luke 17. 11-19 

13th Luke 17. 20-25 

14th Luke 17. 26-end 

15th Luke 18. 1-8 

16th Matthew 25. 14-30 

17th Luke 18. 35-end 

18th Luke 19. 1-10 

19th Luke 19. 11-28 

20th Luke 19. 29-44 

21st Luke 19 45-end 

22nd Luke 20. 27-40 

23rd Matthew 25. 31-end 

24th Luke 21. 1-4 

25th Luke 21. 5-11 

26th Luke 21. 12-19 

27th Luke 21. 20-28 

28th Luke 21. 29-33 

29th Luke 21. 34-36 

30th Mark 13. 24-end 

Daily Bible Readings - November 2014 

Please let us know if this becomes useful so that we can continue to 

offer this resource. 

David Gill 
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November 2014 

The Archdeacon of Cheltenham, the Venerable Robert 

Springett, reflects on the First World War 

In August our Cathedral gave a whole day to readings the names, from war 

memorials across the county, of all those killed in the Great War. It was 

deeply moving, a reminder of how that war affected almost every family and 

community. 

Its deepest power was though simply in the reading of names. Names are so 

precious, the way in which we are known to each other as father, son, 

daughter, husband, partner, lover and of course they are the way in which 

we are known to God, whom the psalmist says formed each one of us in our 

mother’s womb, who call us, who holds us as beloved. 

As the names of those killed in the Great War recede into the carved stone 

of our memorials it would be easy to forget. In this centenary year let us 

remember them, the humanity, the vulnerability, the uniqueness of each 

person, and those who loved and mourned them.  

In our world today where still innocent victims of every race and creed lose 

their lives in war and conflict, it is in this remembering that we discover 

anew our common humanity, our hope for peace and commit ourselves to a 

better future, for which they laid down their lives that we may have a new 

heart and a new spirit. 

First World War resources 

Churches across the Diocese will be marking events during the next four 

years as the country looks back to the conflict that ravaged Europe 100 

years ago. 
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 Prayers, music, literature and art are available the Church of England as part 

of a pack of resources commemorating the centenary of the First World 

War. 

The pack includes: 

 A selection of suitable readings from the Bible 

 Appropriate hymns, songs, music, literature and art 

 A selection of different kinds of prayer (including a Litany of 

remembrance) 

 An outline for a service around a War Memorial 

Further material will be made available throughout the years of 

commemoration up to 2018. 

If you want to make use of these resources, you can download the resources 

by going to the Church of England's website www.churchofengland.org and 

clicking on the 'World War One' box. 
 

Lest We Forget 

When the fighting of the First World War finally ceased, many people 

wanted to find a way of honouring the thousands who had died – as well as 

providing for those soldiers who had been left injured from the conflict. 

Three years after the guns went silent, in 1921, the British Legion was 

formed. The organisation adopted the poppy as its symbol of hope and 

remembrance, wearing one on their lapels as they turned their thoughts to 

those who had fought in the conflict. 

The problems facing First World War veterans when they returned to the 

UK continue to affect serving personnel and veterans today: whether living 

with bereavement or disability, finding employment, or coping with financial 

stress. The Royal British Legion, which was awarded the Royal title in 1971, 

continues to work to improve their lives. 

Today, more than 45 million poppies are distributed each year with 95 

percent of people taking part in Remembrance events. This year it has set a 

national fundraising target of £42 million towards helping men and women of 

the military. Find out more at www.britishlegion.org.uk 
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The Parish Diary - November 2014 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 

 

Saturday 1st All Souls 

 3.00pm: Commemoration of the departed (M) 

Sunday 2nd All Saints Day 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion & Commemoration (A) 

Tuesday 4th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 6th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 7th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 6.30pm: Magic Lantern Show (M) 

Sunday 9th Remembrance Sunday 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 10.50am: Remembrance Sunday Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Evensong & Act of Remembrance (A)  

Tuesday 11th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 11.00am: 2-Minute Silence (M War Memorial) 

Thursday 13th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 14th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 15th 10.00am—12noon: Jumble Sale (M) 
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Sunday 16th 2nd before Advent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 18th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 19th Mitcheldean PCC (R) 

Thursday 20th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

Friday 21st 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 23rd Christ the King 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 25th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 26th 7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (R) 

Thursday 27th 9.00am - 11.00am: Coffee & Chat (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 28th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 30th Advent Sunday 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 2.30pm: Messy Christingle (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 
 

Looking Ahead - December 2014 Highlights 

Friday 19th Evening: Christmas Fayre & Brass Band Carols  

Sunday 21st Advent 4 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Carol Service (A) 

 6.00pm: Festival Carols (M) 
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A Sermon 
 

Given by Canon Rev George Moffat at St Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean on Sunday 28 
October. This sermon is based on I Thessalonians 2: 1-8 and Matthew 22: 34-46. 
 

 

Last Sunday, Fr David preached on the question put to Jesus by the 

Pharisees about the temple tax. It was a loaded question. The 

Pharisees had tossed a grenade into a mine field having first pulled the 

pin. In picking it up, they hoped that Jesus would blow himself up; 

that politically he’d damn himself; that religiously he’d be reduced to 

spiritual insignificance; that he’d disappear off the front page and be 

relegated to some back column in the ‘Galilean Daily Mail.’ 

Today the Church gives us a further instalment of the Pharisees’ 

campaign to diminish the Messiah – although you could say they were 

only doing their duty.  The religious authorities had a job to do.   

Rather like Jim Naughtie or John Humphries on the Radio 4 ‘Today’ 

programme or Parkinson on television until recently, they shared the 

job of verification and so candidates would be put through it. If this 

Messiah was who he said he was and demonstrated so, then the entire 

nation of Israel would be affected.  He could have a massive impact on 

the politics, the economics and the daily life of the Jewish people. 

 The Pharisees were one of the religious groups who had oversight of 

the spiritual direction of the people. But I’m not using ‘spiritual’ in the 

sense that most people in our country think of - as something extra in 

ordinary life, something only private, a kind of a ‘bolt-on’. In this case, 

you’ve got to think Muslim, think Sharia, think of law that involves all 

of life and that affects this world and our eternal destiny. The  
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Pharisees would be massively impacted. Behind their questions were 

other questions: “Are you one of us”? Do you agree with us? Can we 

work with you? Will you cut us in and make a deal?” 

Remember that Jesus was a carpenter’s son from Nazareth in Galilee. 

The Scriptures don’t say if Joseph or Mary were politically active either 

locally or nationally.…..they were most likely socially modest or 

marginal and economically middling.  Jesus had no money for a great 

vote-buying campaign. Technically it should have been well within the 

competency of the Pharisees to have Jesus either dismissed or 

compromised. They’d done the same in the past. They had “form”, as 

we say today. 

The question that comes to Jesus is familiar to those brought up with 

the earlier English Prayer Book. The lawyer asks Jesus to summarise 

the law. An extraordinary question, as Pharisees were masters of it. 

What would Jesus know about the Law? Jesus cites Deuteronomy 6.5 

but uses love, not as just a feeling, but as meaning ‘willing and doing 

with heart, soul and mind’. And from that Law, all else flows.   So he 

immediately moves on from rules and regs to the prime motivation for 

all human action. He goes on to cite Leviticus 19.18: ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself’. He brings these two together, love and 

neighbour. All is centred on Love. There is no record of these two 

being linked in this way before Jesus. He brings them together: God 

and neighbour. 

The first letter of John (3.17) says ‘On these two commandments, hang 

all the law and the prophets.’ Jesus has further simplified the teaching 

of the rabbis who said that the world hangs on the Torah, service in the  
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temple and deeds of loving kindness.   Matthew reports Jesus as 

saying that the Law itself depends upon deeds of love. These two 

commandments of Jesus remain in force today. Everybody in the 

Church, every baptised person, is signed up to them. The Church has 

no authority to change them. If she set out to do so, the Church would 

cease to be the Church. Although they are not read as frequently as 

they once were in the Church of England, its members can’t get off the 

hook - though it’s not a hook, it’s not bait, it’s the means of life itself 

for us. This summary of the Law is based on love. 

Now a question. Is love today different from, say, when your 

grandparents or great-grandparents were alive? Has love changed? 

Well, has it? Is love the same now as it was 2,000 or 3,000 years ago? 

Have modern people evolved out of love? Would we find it easier to 

live with targets, aims, values provided by either this government or 

the last? And would everyone agree? 

We’d better stick with ‘Love’. Not that there has been much research 

done on it, at least not in the sense that Jesus used the word, although 

there’s much written on romantic tosh. Jesus indicates that every 

single human being has love written into their DNA….spiritual as well 

as biological. The Church believes that Jesus is neither lying nor 

mistaken. Jesus has put his finger on our core nature. Responding to 

it and acting on and with it, proves just how human we can become. 

For Jesus, that involved the Cross. That indicates the power of Love. 

It’s core to God’s being and it’s core to both you and me. 
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Stamps for Sudan 

Each autumn in recent years this magazine has promoted the cause of the 

Sudan Churches Association linked to the Salisbury Diocese in Wiltshire. This 

charity raises about £4000 each year and helping it this year is particularly 

important. After 40 years of civil war between the Muslim north and the 

Christian south, the south gained independence as the world’s newest (and, 

on many counts, its poorest) country in the hope of a better life for its 

people. 

But before long, civil war broke out within South Sudan itself and famine 

now stalks the land, although South Sudan seldom makes news in Britain 

with our focus on Ebola, Syria, Ukraine etc. But the simple act of buying 

stamps helps the Sudan Church to help its people.  

You can purchase mint commemorative stamps (for first or second class) for 

your Christmas post from: 

Helen Donnellan, 17 Ashleigh Drive, Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 8QX. 

Helen is happy to receive calls and emails to enquire how to make purchases. 

She can be contacted by phone: 01626 774142 and 07733368252 and email 

mrshelendonnellan@gmail.com. Cheques should be made out to Sudan 

Churches Association and include 70p for p&p.  

 Preparing the sermon...  

A boy was watching his father, a priest, write a sermon. 

“How do you know what to say?” he asked. 

“Why, God tells me.” 

“Oh...then why do you keep crossing things out?” 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

WAY FORWARD TOGETHER SOCIAL CLUB 

For men & women who have lost their partners through bereavement. 

Activities include: skittles, theatre, quizzes, walks, bike rides, country & 

western, places of interest, Sunday lunches. Weekly meeting at The Fountain 

Inn, Parkend. FFI phone Jennie 01594 562563. 

CHIMNEY SWEPT CERTIFICATE 

Houses with open fires or solid fuel burners need an annual certificate to say 

that the chimney/flue is in good condition and has been properly swept. A 

chimney fire can also cause damage to surrounding structures if your house is 

attached to another property. If you then try to claim from your insurance 

company you may find that they will refuse to pay out if you have cleaned 

your own chimney or had a friend do it.  

The certificate should be issued by a chimney sweep who is a member of an  

accredited professional organisation. The three main organisations are: The 

Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps, The National Association of Chimney 

Sweeps and The Association Professional and Independent Chimney Sweeps. 

Most of these sweeps will check for CO safety, fit CO monitors etc.  

Gas boilers should be checked and maintained regularly by a Gas Friendly 

fitter.   
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VAT EXEMPT 

If you are having some work done on your home to help you because you 

have a disability, you can give your tradesman a form and this will exempt 

you from paying VAT. The form you need is the ‘Eligibility Declaration by a 

Disabled Person’ form. This can be downloaded from the following HMRC 

page (link shortened): http://goo.gl/qEL5jZ and the form is at Section 10.1 

APP GUIDES FOR ACCESSIBLE TOILETS  

Have you ever worried about finding an accessible toilet when you are away 

from home? Two companies have produced Apps aimed at helping to 

alleviate this problem. Both Apps are available from the Apple App Store - 

Wheelmate for  free and the Accessible Toilet App at a cost of £2.99. 

WheelMate is also available as a smartphone app.  

The Accessible Toilet Guide App will help you find the nearest toilet to your 

current location or to where you wish to travel. It will also provide instant 

directions by foot, road, or train. 

WheelMate, recently launched by Coloplast, lets wheelchair users around the 

world locate wheelchair-accessible toilets and parking spaces and add them to 

the App. All locations are added and verified by fellow wheelchair users to 

ensure the information stays up-to-date. 

DOUBLE-SIDED LOCKS 

Many older people fall when in the bathroom. Slippery floors, rugs or a dizzy 

spell are all reasons why. The problem becomes worse if the bathroom door is 

locked. There are however, double sided locks which can be opened from 

either side. If a person is locked in, you can easily open the door to help them.  

The locks are widely available from hardware stores and online.  
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

Welcome Club 

On the 24th September the club was visited by Tore Faulke who gave us a very 

interesting talk, accompanied by slides, about his life in Norway during the German 

occupation.  It made us realise how fortunate we were that the Germans did not 

reach our shores. 

On a lighter note our trip for October was to Cwmbran, always a popular destination 

with the  good variety of shops etc. 

Our speaker for October was Susan Marshfield from Bristol.  Susan has visited us a 

few times now, and on this occasion she spoke of her experiences in looking after her 

husband when he sadly developed Alzheimers. After his death Susan became 

involved with fundraising for research into this dreadful illness.  Her talk was very 

interesting and informative. 

Welcome Club meets each Wednesday between 2.15pm and 4.15pm at Mitcheldean 

Commmunity Centre and we are always happy to meet new Members.  
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

 

Ms Helen Dunsford 

7 Wintles Close,  

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP  

Tel: 01594 543146  

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


