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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 

 From the Parish Record... 
 

BAPTISMS 

Lincoln Hamblett  

Alex Hamblett   

 

FUNERALS / BURIALS / INTERMENT OF ASHES 

Fred Bennett (Funeral) 

Graham Lockwood (Funeral) 

Robert Mace (Burial) 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 
location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 
please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 
accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

  

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 
Harts Barn 

between Mitcheldean & Longhope 
On the A4136 

Tel: 01452 831221 
 

Open Tuesday-Sunday 
10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 

 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

Around the Spire: November 2015 -  17 

ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 
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“November comes and November goes, with the 
last red berries and the first white snows” 

Elizabeth Coatsworth 

 

Hopefully by the time you read this the Rectory family will have moved 

into our new home on the Stenders. The house, currently Stenders 

Cottage, will be renamed as The Rectory (and the current Rectory will 

probably become The Old Rectory ). We are looking forward to being 

in the new house and to the 'warm' winter that lies ahead. Over the 

coming months we hope there will be opportunity for people to come 

and see where we are and what we hope will be the home of your 

parish priests for many years to come. 

As November ends we will be launching into Advent.  On Advent 

Sunday (November 29th)  ROCK our young people's group will be 

leading a service on the theme of Advent and Light. They wish me to 

extend an invitation to you all to come to that service in Mitcheldean 

Church at 6.00pm.  On the 2nd Sunday of Advent (December 6th)  we 

will have our Christingle Service,  starting at 4.00pm in Mitcheldean 

Church.  We are trying something different to the Messy Church 

format we have used in recent years, so the service will be about an 

hour including opportunity to make your own Christingle, and be 

followed by refreshments.  

Lastly an update on the work required to the church tower and spire.   
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We are well into the planning of the project, but as I write it looks as 

though the proposed pointing work required to the spire itself, which 

was planned to start in October, is going to be delayed until the spring.  

The lime mortar which we need to use takes a long time to 'set' 

properly and cold wet weather can stop it doing so properly.    

We have received the first stage of the grant from the Listed Places of 

Worship Roof Repair fund,  but even with all of this grant we still need 

to find funds to complete all the work required to the tower and spire, 

as well as repairing the beams which have rotted at the base of the 

spire.  So although the physical work won't be starting yet, the 

laborious task of identifying and applying for  further grants will be on 

going.  We are extremely grateful to Pam Martin who has been 

overseeing and driving this project.  

David Gill 

             Bake Sale 
for Macmillan Cancer support 

Congratulations to ROCK who raised  

£50 for Macmillan cancer support  

at their bake sale on October 11th.  
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FORWARD PLANNING 

We all know about putting all your paperwork in order to plan for later life 

e.g. Living Will, Lifebook etc.....but what about doing the same for any 'on 

line' accounts etc?  

BEREAVEMENT BENEFIT  

was formerly known as The Widows Pension and may be paid if you’re 

widowed between 45 and State Pension age. You can get it for up to 52 

weeks from the date your husband, wife or civil partner died. The amount you 

get depends on the overall level of your husband, wife or civil partner’s 

National Insurance contributions; your age at the time of their death. 

Eligibility for the Bereavement Benefit can be found under Eligibility at: 

www.gov.uk/bereavement-allowance/overview 

COMPUTER TUITION FOR CARERS 

Carers over the age of 50 living in Gloucestershire can now benefit from 8 

hours of free one to one computer tuition in their own home or in a group 

setting, as part of a scheme set up by Gloucestershire Rural Community 

Council [GRCC].  The ‘Connecting Carers’ scheme which operates 

countywide, is also looking for people with computer experience who have a 

few hours to spare and would like to help with this one to one or group 

support. There are an estimated 63,000 carers in Gloucestershire and many 

have little time for themselves. In some cases, they can feel isolated and 

socially excluded also. With the help of schemes like ‘Connecting Carers’, 

they will be able to access support, information and services from the comfort 

of their own homes, which may help to make them feel more connected, 

supported and in control. If you would like more information about 

‘Connecting Carers’, either to volunteer to provide training or to book a place 

on the scheme, call Matthew Keighley at GRCC on 01452 528491. 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

NEW FREEPHONE NUMBER FOR SAMARITANS 

The Samaritans have a new number which is free from both landline and 

mobile phones: 116 123. This number will not appear on your phone bill. 

FREE TELEPHONE DIRECTORY SERVICE 

for people who are registered blind.  By simply dialling 195 you can register 

for this service.  When registered you are allocated a card and pin number. 

When you need a telephone number you quote your pin number and they can 

tell you the number for free. They can also help to dial a number for you if 

necessary. 

FOREST TALK 

is a free talking newspaper for sight-impaired people in the Forest of Dean. 

Those interested can call 01594 840164 to become a listener or a reader, or 

go online at www.foresttalk.co.uk to listen to the latest edition. 

BARNWOOD TRUST GRANTS 

Small Sparks has funds available. The grants are available for groups of at 

least four people. Activities can range from Knitting Clubs to Lunch Clubs. 

For example, Mitcheldean Lunch Club received a grant for new aprons for 

the helpers. What does your group need? 
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1st John 11. 32-44 

2nd Genesis 8 1-12 

3rd Genesis 8 13- 22 

4th Genesis 9  

5th Genesis 10  

6th Genesis 11  

7th Genesis 12  

8th Mark 1. 14-20 

9th Genesis 14 1-12 

10th Genesis 14 13-24 

11th Genesis 15  

12th Genesis 16 

13th Genesis 17 

14th Genesis 18 1-15 

15th Mark 13 1-8  

16th Genesis 19 24-38 

17th Genesis 20  

18th Genesis 21 

19th Genesis 22  

20th Genesis 23 

21st Genesis 24 1-16 

22nd John 18. 33-37 

23rd Genesis 24 34-49 

24th Genesis 24 50-67 

25th Genesis 25 

26th Genesis 261-16 

27th Genesis 26 17-35 

28th Genesis 27 1-29 

29th Luke 21 25-36 

30th Genesis 28 

Daily Bible Readings - November 2015 

100 Club 

Sept:  Mr P Batt (£30) / Mrs A Evans (£15) / Mr B Gibbs (£5) 

Oct:  Dr Martin (£30) / Mrs R Smith (£15) / Mrs D Franks (£5) 

Nov:  Mr N Forrest (£30) / Mrs H Roberts (£15) / Mrs D Franks (£5) 

The 100 Club year begins in December when subs are due. Thank you. 

Doreen Davis 
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Faith in the World: Artist PJ Crook reflects on her faith 

Since the dawn of time we mortals have made images, whether it be painted 

on a cave wall or carved in bone, trying to express the mysteries of that 

which we feel but cannot comprehend. So it is not surprising that this 

tradition has brought forth the creation of some of the most sublimely 

moving art forms that draw believers and non-believers alike to flock to the 

places where these wonders can be seen, like pilgrims of old. Thus art the  

silent, universal, visual language helped hand down Christianity through the 

ages long before the printing press and still inspires us today. 

 Our magnificent Cathedral is Gloucestershire’s most visited attraction. 

Within its walls the soul uplifted is totally in awe of this magnificent edifice 

lovingly crafted by the hands of so many to render it glorious; this is echoed 

throughout the churches of the Diocese. How eloquent that art inspired by 

Christianity can also speak to those of other creeds or none. 

 Working in the solitary confines of my studio is not unlike the monastic life. 

I feel I am in silent dialogue with my Maker, working intuitively from memory 

and  playing with time. When the work becomes problematic I often 

flounder in the struggle to make it right but then as if from nowhere comes 

the answer; like inspiration itself sometimes mysterious and unbid.  Is it this 

intensity of emotion between the artist and canvas that entices the viewer in 

to partake in the dialogue, for without the viewer the story would remain 

untold? 

 Art speaks in many different ways; two of the charities I have the honour of 

being patron of are Artshape (based in Gloucester) which works with the 

disadvantaged and COS, a conglomerate of two hundred artists, some of  

 

 

 

Around the Spire: November 2015 -  14 

Stamps for Sudan 

Each autumn in recent years in the run-

up to Christmas, this magazine has 

promoted the cause of the Sudan Churches Association linked to 

the Salisbury Diocese in Wiltshire. This charity raises about £4000 

each year to help the church in Sudan. After 40 years of civil war 

between the Muslim north and the Christian south, the south 

gained its independence four years ago as the world’s newest 

(and, on many counts, its poorest) country in the hope of a better 

life for its people. 

But before long, civil war broke out within South Sudan itself and 

famine stalked the land. Despite a recent peace deal, little has 

changed and civil unrest continues. It makes little news in Britain 

with our focus on Syria, Iraq etc. Yet the simple act of buying 

stamps for our Christmas cards helps the Sudan Church to help its 

people.  

You can purchase mint commemorative stamps (for first or second 

class) for your Christmas post from: 

Helen Donnellan, 17 Ashleigh Drive, Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 

8QX. Helen is happy to receive calls and emails to enquire how 

to make purchases. She can be contacted by phone: 01626 

774142 and 07733368252 and email scastamps@gmail.com  

Cheques should be made out to Sudan Churches Association and 

include 74p for p&p. Orders and payment can also be made over 

the internet – ask her for the sort code and account number. 

mailto:scastamps@gmail.com
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whom are therapists working with patients on prescription; others, like 

Deepspace, with schools and the community; and a group at Christ’s Church 

who are organising a Christian Arts Festival 8 - 24 April 2016 

www.ChristianArtsFestival.org 

PJ Crook is currently working on a large triptych altarpiece for St Michael and Angels, 

Bishops Cleeve which already houses her Rood screen. 

 

First female Bishop in the Lords 

History was made last month when Bishop Rachel became the first female 

bishop to sit in the House of Lords. She is now one of the Lords Spiritual.  

Bishop Rachel said: “Through the parish system, which covers every part of 

England, the Church of England has a detailed understanding of what is 

important to people’s lives, and where transformation is most needed. This is 

the voice I seek to bring to the House, together with the wisdom and 

transformation which only comes from the Good News of Jesus Christ.”  

 

Landmark moment for parishes 

This autumn, the first Diocese of Gloucester Pastoral Assistants were 

commissioned at Evensong. These 47 people have trained over two terms to 

help with pastoral work in their home parishes. Many of them have already 

been volunteering in this way, but this commissioning reflects their training 

and formally recognises their vital role. 

 

Diocesan Delegates elected to General Synod 

House of Laity: Corinne Aldis, William Belcher, Martin Kingston, Margaret 

Sheather 

House of Clergy: The Revd Canon Tudor Griffiths, The Revd Canon 

Richard Mitchell, The Venerable Jackie Searle 
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Bishop Martyn - The Gift of Hospitality 

Hospitality – a word that is bandied around a lot these days, but do we all 

mean the same thing when we use it? 

Immanuel Kant famously spoke of hospitality as ‘the right of a stranger not to 

be treated as an enemy when he arrives in the land of another’. The 

philosopher Jacques Derrida drew on this essentially political understanding 

to contrast the laws of hospitality (for example the laws that surround 

immigration) and The Law of unconditional hospitality, the universal law of 

welcome to the stranger. We need them both, he says, but their relationship 

is highly complex. 

As someone who has lived in a number of different countries, I can bear 

personal testimony to this tension. I have been on the receiving end of 

extraordinarily generous hospitality in countries that place a very high value 

on welcoming the stranger, while also enshrining profound prejudice in their 

legal system. 

Perhaps one way for us to wrestle with this tension is to understand 

hospitality as a form of gift exchange, an exchange in which both parties give 

and both parties receive. So we will always find that the guest brings 

unexpected gifts, which elicit surprising responses within us. In Christian 

terms, these surprising responses can be understood as the work of God’s 

Holy Spirit, the One who works in the relationship between ‘the other’ and 

me. It’s in this interaction between host and guest, between giving and 

receiving that the Holy Spirit of God comes to us as The Gift. 

 

Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 8 November, 3pm at Gloucester Cathedral 

Gloucestershire gathers to recall those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  
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announcement that the government will resettle 20,000 people over the next 

five years. 

We stand ready to play our part as well. We will: 

1. encourage our church members to work alongside the wider community in 

offering support to all refugees who come. 

2. encourage, where possible and feasible, churches, congregations and individuals 

to make rental properties and spare housing available for use by resettled refugees. 

3. promote and support foster-caring among churches, congregations and 

individuals where appropriate to help find the homes needed to care for the 

increasing number of unaccompanied minors. 

4. pray for, act with and stand alongside your government, to rise to the challenge 

that this crisis poses to our shared humanity. 

From what we see in congregations across the United Kingdom we are 

confident that the country stands ready and willing to support the 

government to be even more ambitious as it responds to this historic crisis. 

We believe such is this country’s great tradition of sanctuary and generosity of 

spirit that we could feasibly resettle at least 10,000 people a year for the next 

two years, rising to a minimum of 50,000 in total over the five-year period 

you foresaw in your announcement. Such a number would bring us into line 

with comparable commitments made by other countries. It would be a 

meaningful and substantial response to the scale of human suffering we see 

daily. 

We believe that should a National Welcome and Resettlement Board be 

established in response to the crisis, drawing together civic, corporate and 

government leadership to coordinate efforts and mobilise the nation as in 

times past, such an effort would not be beyond the British people. A senior 

bishop would gladly serve on such a board on our behalf and at your pleasure. 

This letter is written to you privately at present. The College of Bishops meets 

in Oxford next week and will spend some time considering our practical 

response. If you were able to respond ahead of that date it would help our 

discussions.  
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Bishops, refugees  
and the Prime Minister  

 

A letter, signed by the vast majority of bishops, has made news recently. Written 

privately to the prime minister, the bishop of Durham said that it received only a 

‘cursory acknowledgement’. The bishops then made the letter public but it has not 

been published in most newspapers. Here it is. 

 

Dear prime minister, 

Like you, your government and the people of our nation, we are deeply 

concerned for the refugee crisis that we have to face together. We are grateful 

to you and your ministers for the conversations they have already held with 

the archbishop of Canterbury and others around these issues. 

We pray for the millions of people fleeing war and violence in one of the 

largest refugee crises ever recorded, and we remember those who have 

tragically died seeking sanctuary on European shores: those like Alan Kurdi, 

the three-year-old boy who heartbreakingly died and was washed up on a 

beach in Turkey. 

It is a command in Judaism to “welcome and love the stranger as you would 

yourself because you were strangers in the land of Egypt”. Followers of Islam 

are obliged to provide food, shelter and safety to the traveller. Christ himself 

and his family were refugees at one point. 

We are reminded that in the crypt of Canterbury cathedral there is a 17th-

century notice which pays tribute to “the large and liberal spirit of the English 

church and the glorious asylum which England has in all times given to 

foreigners flying for refuge against oppression and tyranny”. 

Such traditions and prayers must be joined with action. A moral crisis of this 

magnitude calls each and all of us to play our parts. We recognise and 

applaud the leadership you and your government are showing in this crisis, 

both as one of the world’s top international donors and in the recent  
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The Big Give enables you to make donations to charities and offers the 

opportunity to double your donations through matched funding. Its web-

site (www.thebiggive.org.uk) describes the work of thousands of charities 

and their projects.  It is responsible for the UK’s biggest online matched 

funding campaign, called ‘the Christmas Challenge’. Since being founded 

by Sir Alec Reed in 2007, the Big Give has helped to raise over £66 million 

for UK-registered charities. 

Since 2008, the Christmas Challenge has raised over £66 million for amaz-

ing causes. The matched funding to double donations comes from a com-

bination of two sources: wealthy philanthropists and the charities’ own 

major donors.  

The 2015 Christmas Challenge will begin at 12pm (midday) on Friday 4th 

December when the first tranche of matched funding will be re-

leased.  

The second release of matched funding will be at 12pm (midday) on Sat-

urday 5th December. Donations will be doubled on a first -come first-

served basis until the matched funds run out or until Monday 14th De-

cember at 5pm. 

More than ten thousand UK-based charities have benefitted over the 

years. The Big Give can be used as a simple way of giving an unusual 

Christmas present to a friend or family member. For more details, go to 

www.thebiggive.org.uk  

http://www.thebiggive.org.uk
http://www.thebiggive.org.uk
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The Parish Diary - November 2015 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Sunday 1st All Saints Day 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Monday 2nd 7.00pm - 8.00pm: Julian Prayer Group 

Tuesday 3rd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 5th 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 6th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 8th Remembrance Sunday 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 10.50am: Remembrance Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Remembrance Service  (A) 

Tuesday 10th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 11th 11.00am: Act of Remembrance (M) 

Thursday 12th 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 13th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 15th 2nd before Advent 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 
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Tuesday 17th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 18th 7.30pm: PCC (M) 

Friday 20th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate) 

Sunday 22nd Christ the King 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 24th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 26th 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 27th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 29th Advent Sunday 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

 6.00pm: ROCK Advent Service (M) 

 

Christmas Fair & Carols! 

On Friday 18th December, from 6.00pm, 

we will be holding our Christmas Fair in  

St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean. 

The A. W. Parker (Drybrook) Band will  

be playing carols and we will have a range of stalls for you to visit. The 

Christmas Trees will also be lit in church on the evening. 


