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Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch noticeboards or 

view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or housebound.  

Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952 

Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to this October edition of the Parish Magazine. W e are now  into 

the second month of the new format and thanks go to those who have provided such 

positive feedback. As always, we know that people like to read articles about 

Mitcheldean and Abenhall in particular as well as the wider church, so if you have 

something you would like us to include, please speak to Michael Heylings.  

Alongside the paper copies, this magazine is now also available on our website and 

can be emailed directly to you. Speak to either Fr. David, Michael Heylings or Hugh 

James or email us at magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk to find out more. 

Whether you are reading this on paper or on your computer, please consider passing 

it on to a friend so that together we can share the church’s news. 
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Only Luke is with me. 

2 Timothy 4. 11 

 

The 18th of October is the feast day of St Luke, referred to by Paul as 'The Beloved 

Physician'.  Luke is believed to have been a gentile, Greek by birth, and the Gospel 

that bears his name pays particular attention to the gentiles in the stories of Jesus.  

 

Luke is also the writer of the Acts of the Apostles, the sequel to his Gospel (just when 

you thought it was safe.....), and it doesn't take a very close reading to pick up the fact 

that for a time he travelled with St Paul.  In Acts ch16 vv 8 and 9 he talks about Paul 

and his party as 'they' and then suddenly in v10 it becomes ‘we’ - the point at which 

he obviously joined the story.  

 

Luke is the patron saint of physicians and surgeons and as such has become closely 

associated with the healing ministry of the church. 

 

We are going to celebrate his feast day with a Solemn Eucharist at 7.30pm in the 

evening, and at this service there will be an opportunity for individuals to receive 

prayer for healing for themselves or for others. Jesus set us a very clear example of 

laying hands on and praying for those who are sick. It is a very important ministry of 

the church but one which we have occasionally lost sight of. I always find the 

moments when we are able to receive this very personal prayer ministry very 

powerful and would encourage you to come along: Friday October 18th at 7.30pm 

 

On the first Sunday of November we celebrate All Saints Sunday and our annual 

commemoration of  those who have died.  This year our Commemoration of the 

Departed will take place at 3.00pm in Mitcheldean Church on Saturday 2nd and at 

the  3.00pm service at Abenhall on Sunday 3rd. If you are planning to come to one of 

these services, there will be lists in each church for a couple of weeks prior to the 

service, on which you can write the names of those you would like remembered. 

 

David Gill 
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Welsh Bishops 
 

There were cheers in Lampeter on 12th September when 

the governing body of the Church in Wales ruled that, from 

around this time next year, women will be able to become 

bishops in Wales. Wales follows similar decisions in the 

Anglican churches in Scotland and Northern Ireland.  

The archbishop of Wales said that it made no theological 

sense not to ordain women as bishops when the church already allowed them to 

become deacons and priests.  

A two-third majority (67%) was needed in each of the governing body’s three houses 

– laity, clergy and bishops. The bishops voted unanimously in favour. The clergy 

voted 37 (78%) in favour and 10 against. The laity voted 57 (80%) in favour and 14 

against. 

One possible way forward for those against the reform had been for a change in the 

church’s constitution to cater for priests who did not want to be led by a woman. This 

change would have required a further vote. Instead, the governing body decided that 

it would be sufficient for bishops to draw up a code of practice. 

The Church of England will now come under increasing pressure to appoint female 

bishops. The issue is to be discussed again in England in November. The archbishop 

of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has said that there are “good signs” that the ordination 

of female bishops will be approved.  

A Good Word... 

A well-meaning member of the church said to the  

    minister, 

 “Vicar, you’ll never know what your sermon     

  meant to me this morning. It was like water 

to a drowning man.” 
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Charity Auction  Friday 4th October from 7.30pm 

The James Hopkins Trust will be holding their annual Charity Auction in 

Wotton Hall Social Club, Barnwood Road, Gloucester GL4 3JS. 

Viewing is from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 

Traditional Auction 7.30pm - 8.30pm 

Food & Entertainment 8.30pm - 10.00pm 

Silent Auction 9.00pm - 10.00pm 

Tickets cost £5 and include finger buffet. These can be obtained from Vance 

or Jo on 01452 612216.  

A list of lots can be viewed at www.jameshopkinstrust.org.uk  

 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

Sunday 6th October 

Join us for fellowship and worship 

this Harvest...  
 

10.00am: Family Service - St. Michael & 

All Angels, Mitcheldean 

12noon: Harvest Lunch - St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean 

Tickets for the Harvest Lunch are available now from the churchwardens, Sue Lewis 

(542618) or Pam Martin (826115). Adults: £4, Children: £2 

3.00pm: Holy Communion - St. Michael, Abenhall 
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Harvest Charities 
 

This year we are supporting two charities at Harvest Thanksgiving. 

We are inviting donations of tins, packets and dried foods and also toiletries that we 

will pass on to The Lord’s Larder, the food-

bank we support which is based in Newent. It 

supports residents in times of crisis as far into 

the forest as Cinderford. We now collect for 

this charity regularly but, as the weather 

deteriorates on the approach of autumn and winter, the service that the Lord’s 

Larder provides is even more important. Find out more by visiting the website: 

www.thelordslarder.org.uk 

 

We are also supporting the international charity 

called ‘Us’ (which used to be called USPG). 

Their harvest campaign this year is entitled 

‘Bring what you have’ and it encourages us to 

use our own gifts and skills to raise money for 

the work of ‘Us’ and for good causes in our own community. They are using stories of 

a small community in the Philippines as inspiration for us. Gift Aid envelopes are 

available for donations to ‘Us’ and there will be a retiring collection for the charity on 

6th October and for a few weeks afterwards. Find our more about Us at: 

www.weareus.org.uk/harvest/  

 

 Christmas Tree Festival 2013  

       ADVANCE NOTICE - W e are once again holding our   

                         Christmas Tree Festival this year. If you are interested in having a      

           tree either for your family or business and have not had one before please  

             contact Sue Lewis on 542618.  

The cost of each tree is £30.00, £5.00 of which goes to our nominated charities. We 

will provide the tree for you to decorate. 
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From the Parish Record... 

 

FUNERALS 

August: Ronald George Scrivens - 85 

In last month’s edition of Around the Spire, Pam announced that she would be trying 

to ride to as many of the churches in the Diocese as possible between Monday 9th and 

Saturday 21st September, in support of the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 

‘Ride and Stride’ fundraising initiative. 

A month on and Pam has completed her task. In just 14 days she visited 228 

churches and cycled around 525 miles! 

While it proved impossible to cycle to 

every church, Pam covered nearly all of 

the periphery of the Gloucester Diocese, 

east to west, north to south and visited 

both  Gloucester Cathedral and 

Tewkesbury Abbey. 

All the money raised will go to the 

Gloucester Historic Churches Fund. 

Sponsorship can be given to Pam or paid 

directly to the GHCT. To find out how to do this, visit their website: www.gcht.org.uk/

ride.php, where they explain how to donate using 'justgiving'.  

To find out more about the churches Pam visited and the routes she took, visit  

www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk/pam where you can view photos, videos and more. 
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“Enabling every child to hear the story of the Bible at school  

in their primary years” 

 

 
EXCITING NEWS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OPEN THE BOOK 

The trustees of Open the Book are delighted to announce that they have 

agreed a partnership with Bible Society. Merging our strengths offers 

great potential for future development and outreach. This positive move 

will enable Open the Book (OtB) to sustain and expand its work more 

effectively. Through this arrangement OtB will benefit from the Society’s 

wide range of expertise, facilities, resources, national profile and cross-

denominational network.  Likewise, Bible Society is excited to be 

reaching into primary schools with such a successful programme as 

Open the Book. 

This promising new relationship is based on a similarity of purpose and practice 

between Open the Book and Bible Society and a remarkable degree of convergence in 

our aims, ethos and objectives. Open the Book will retain its essential character. It 

has flourished because it is school-sensitive, child-friendly, volunteer-orientated, 

adheres to a code of practice and focuses simply on Bible storytelling. Open the Book 

will now benefit from Bible Society’s greater size and reach, its extensive professional 

services and staff resources. This will enable OtB to expand to many more children, 

schools and regions of the UK.  

Why Bible Society?  There is a close similarity between the vision and objective of 

Open the Book with that of Bible Society, which was established in 1804 “to promote 

the circulation and use of the Scriptures” and to help both church and society engage 

with the Bible more effectively by promoting its availability, accessibility and 

credibility in our culture.  The Society’s Patron is the Queen and its President is the 

Bishop of London. 
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Bible Society is delighted that we are moving to be an integral 

part of their work and have emphasised how highly they value 

and how much they intend to cherish Open the Book in the 

days ahead. The on-going prayer, support, financial commitment and enthusiasm of 

our volunteers and churches will be even more vital in order to resource the 

expansion of Open the Book within Bible Society. There are thousands of primary 

children still to be reached. 

Over the next few months, further information about our new partnership will be 

made available on our website. 

Open the Book,     Phone: 01452 539957 

22 Honeysuckle Drive,   Email: enquiries@openthebook.net   

Abbeymead,      Website www.openthebook.net   

Gloucester, GL4 4DU.   

 

[A footnote:  Open the Book is now underway at our own primary school in 

Mitcheldean. Two assemblies were taken by volunteers from St Michael & All Angels’ 

Church in September, with a regular programme planned from now on.] 

 

Stamps for Sudan 
 

Each autumn in recent years, this magazine has promoted the cause of the Sudan 

Churches Association linked to the Salisbury Diocese in Wiltshire.  

You can purchase mint commemorative stamps for your Christmas post from Helen 

Donnellan, 17 Ashleigh Drive, Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 8QX at phone: 01626 

774142 and 07733368252 and email mrshelendonnellan@gmail.com. Cheques should 

be made out to Sudan Churches Association and include 70p for p&p.  

Eddie Smith, the stamp man of previous years, has now retired. Helen is happy to 

receive calls and emails to enquire how to make purchases. 

http://www.openthebook.net
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14th September 1752 
 

The Gregorian Calendar, also known as the Christian Calendar, is  

the most widely accepted calendar around the world today. Its predecessor, the 

Julian Calendar, introduced by Julius Caesar in 45 BC, was replaced because it did 

not correctly reflect the solar year marked by Earth's revolution around the Sun and 

there was a need to get back in step with astronomical reality. 

The Julian Calendar moves slightly slower than the Gregorian Calendar, introducing 

an error of 1 day every 128 years. This means that the difference between the two 

calendar systems increases slowly over time. Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 decreed that 

10 days be dropped when switching to the Gregorian Calendar and France, Italy, 

Spain and Poland made the change that year. But the later the switch occurred, the 

more days had to be omitted. Scotland, then a separate country to England, switched 

in 1600, whereas England, Canada and the USA made the switch in 1752. Greece (in 

1923) and Turkey (in 1926) are the last countries to have switched.  

England’s switch was a result of an Act of Parliament, the Calendar Act of 1752, and 

11 days were 'omitted' from the calendar, so the day after 2 September 1752 was 14 

September 1752.  Riots were reported on the streets where people thought that the 

government had stolen 11 days of their life. 

What is not so widely known is that the Act also changed the first day of the year to 

1st January. Prior to 1752 in England, the year began on 25 March (Lady Day). Lady 

Day is one of the Quarter Days which divide the year in quarters, the others being 

Midsummers Day, Michaelmas Day and Christmas Day. So, in England, for example, 

the day after 24 March 1642 was 25 March 1643. The Act changed this, so that the 

day after 31 December 1751 was 1 January 1752. As a consequence, 1751 was a short 

year - it ran only from 25 March to 31 December.  

Lady Day was one of the days when rents were traditionally due. Taxes were also due 

on Lady Day. With the 'loss' of 11 days in September 1752 and the stories of riots on 

the street, people were not impressed with having to pay their taxes in March 1753 as 

if nothing had happened, so the taxman skipped the 11 days and decreed that taxes 

were due on 6 April 1753. And, to this day, the UK tax year starts on 6 April. 
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HOST UK 
 

HOST UK is a well-established charity which 

promotes international friendship and 

understanding by arranging for international 

students studying in the UK to spend a day, 

weekend or Christmas in a British home. It is 

hoping to hear from people who enjoy making others feel at home and who would 

love to meet interesting young adults from other parts of the world who are currently 

studying at UK universities. 

Invitations can be for a day, a weekend, or three days at Christmas. For the guest, an 

invitation is an exciting alternative to a university campus. Invitations are urgently 

needed from volunteer hosts, no matter how far they live from a university. To find 

out more, please see contact local organiser Lynette Chappin 02920 693903 or visit 

www.hostuk.org. There is an administrative cost which may be paid in full or in part 

by the student’s university. 

 

 

Chocoholics Party 
 

Tuesday 22nd October 
 

Chocolates for Chocoholics is for  

all occasions, from gifts for boys  

and girls to luxurious continental chocolates.  

Come along to sample them and to buy your Christmas presents. Bring 

a friend! 

7.30pm at St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean 
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The Parish Diary - October 2013 
 

Find out what is happening in October. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, S = Mitcheldean Primary School) 

 

Tuesday 1st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 3rd 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 4th 9.15am: School Harvest Service (M) 

 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 6th 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 12noon: Harvest Lunch (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 8th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 10th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 10.25am: Open the Book (S) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 11th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 13th 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 15th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 17th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 18th St. Luke 

 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 7.30pm: Solemn Eucharist (M) 

Sunday 20th 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 
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Tuesday 22nd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 7.30pm: Chocoholics Party (M) 

Wednesday 23rd 7.30pm: Mitcheldean PCC (M) 

Thursday 24th 9.00am—11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 10.25am: Open the Book (S) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (M) 

Friday 25th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 27th 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Baptism (A) 

Tuesday 29th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 31st 9.00am—11.00am: Last Mini Market (M) 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead to November 2013 
 

Here are just some of the events taking place in November… 

 

Saturday 2nd 3.00pm: Commemoration of the departed (M) 

Sunday 3rd All Saints 

 10.00am: Family Service - (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer & Commemoration (A) 

Saturday 9th 10.00am - 12noon: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 10th Remembrance Sunday 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 10.50am: Remembrance Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion & Act of Remembrance (A) 



 

October 2013 
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Journeying Together 

by the Archdeacon of Gloucester, the Ven Jackie Searle 

 

Every church tells a story. If church is the building then each one reveals its 

own story: the history of the stones and architecture, significant events 

shown in glass or symbolism, the stories of the people in the registers and 

memorials.  
 

The building reveals not just the stories of the past, but also of the present – 

the donations for the foodbank in the corner, the latest art work from the 

children’s holiday club, the candles in the side chapel, the book stall, the 

digital projector - these too tell a story of a living building. People meet here, 

they pray, worship, give generously and learn together.  
 

The church is active, living and vibrant. And of course the church is always 

the people – the ‘living stones’ if you like. People tell their stories, and for 

Christians this means telling the story of God, His encounter with us and 

ours with God.  The story is told and shown wherever the people of God 
are present – in cities and villages, in homes and schools, in places of work 

and places of relaxation.  
 

On 24th November at 3pm all are invited to a special service in Gloucester 

Cathedral to hear and tell our stories. It will be a year since the launch 

service for ‘Journeying Together’, our diocesan vision and strategy. Since 

then many churches have thought, discussed and prayed about their 

response and many have turned those thoughts and prayers into action. 

Come and hear what is going on, be inspired by the stories that are told and 

offer to share your stories too. Every church tells a story – what’s yours? 
 

For more information contact Lucy Taylor, either by email:  

ltaylor@glosdioc.org.uk, or by phone: 01452 835515. 

mailto:ltaylor@glosdioc.org.uk
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Introducing…  

the Rt Revd Martyn Snow, the new Bishop of Tewkesbury 

 

What is a bishop? Aren't you a little young for this? What does your family 

make of it? Just some of the questions thrown my way since it was 

announced that I am the next Bishop of Tewkesbury. 

I have been intrigued both by the level of interest (long lost friends and 

relatives phoning me to say they saw the announcement) and the lack of 

knowledge, 'so what is a bishop and what will you actually do?' 
 

My answer usually involves three words. Firstly, a bishop cares for others. 

So when I was a vicar serving the people of my parish (in my case a former 

coal mining area of South Yorkshire, then rural West Africa, then inner-city 

Sheffield) it was the bishop who regularly checked I was looking after myself 

and my family. 
 

Secondly a bishop teaches. My previous role as Archdeacon of Sheffield has 

led to opportunities as diverse as speaking at conferences of council leaders 

from across northern England, to teaching on training courses and 

mentoring individuals. I'm looking forward to doing more of this. 
 

Finally a bishop leads, particularly leading the church in engagement with the 

wider community. In my last parish we did this through lunch clubs, 

playgroups and a community charity shop; we served women involved in 

prostitution and asylum seekers learning English; we ran Christian basics 

courses and nurture courses. Helping churches engage creatively is my 

passion. 
 

So as a bishop I look forward to sharing in caring, teaching and leading the 

churches of this historic and beautiful diocese. 
 

All are invited to Martyn’s service of welcome on Saturday 12 

October at 4.30 pm in Gloucester Cathedral. 
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Celebrate a new experience  

by the Revd Wendy Ruffle 
 

‘Celebrate!’ is the name of a newly formed Church in Priors Park, 

Tewkesbury.  It’s led by me, the Revd Wendy Ruffle and is a new experience 

of Church known as a ‘Fresh Expression’. Fresh Expressions of church are 

ways for people to explore their spirituality and find out more about faith, in 

a fun setting. 

 

Celebrate! is part of Tewkesbury Abbey and just happens to meet in a local 

primary school on Saturday afternoons where there’s lots of space and it’s 

fine to be noisy! Lots of local families gather together to join in this new way 

of experiencing Church and enjoy being creative with puppets, craft, 

construction, sport, drama and great food is always on the agenda. 

Celebrate!, like any family, gather together regularly to enjoy days out too - 

getting wet, muddy (and lost!) in the Forest of Dean was a real highlight this 

summer! 

 

Celebrate! is at the heart of the community in Priors Park. The members of 

Celebrate! are committed to journeying together with all who would like to 

belong - whatever you believe and wherever you might be spiritually.  It’s a 

safe place to come and explore life, God, friendship and what it truly means 

to be part of a loving family, unconditionally.   

 

And if you’re wondering why this new church is called Celebrate!, Kelly 

Walker, a member of the community, said: “It’s because we love to Celebrate 

when we worship God.  We Celebrate our God who loves and heals us and 
we Celebrate our God who saves and guides us. Come and join us in 

celebrating sometime!” 

 

Contact Wendy on 07768 182769 or email rev.wendy@icloud.com  
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Get involved… 

Ever wondered how you might get involved in your local church. We speak 

to two people from St Catharine’s Church, Gloucester about their very 

different roles. 

 

Welcome to our church, by Don Humphries, ‘A Welcomer’ 

“The first thing I do when I arrive for my weekday Open Church duty is 

attach our ‘Welcome to our church’ mobile board to the perimeter fence. 

Each morning we have a team of two who turn on the rolling screen which 

shows notices and activities, display the visitors’ book and check there are 

enough parish magazines to give away. Then it might be time to make a 

cuppa.  

At Sunday services we have teams of Welcomers who look out for ‘new’ 

people, give out large print service sheets to those who need them, locate 

wheelchairs in the best place and generally make sure everyone feels 

welcome to whichever kind of service it might be.” 

 

 

Sharing our faith, by Helen McGeoch, Children’s Outreach 

Worker 

“I spend time each week working to create links with families and our local 

Children’s Centre. This is all part of the vision of making a difference in our 

community, which is shared by many of the congregation who are involved 

in school assemblies, Open the Book and Experience Easter and Explore 
Christmas. We have many care homes and hostels in our patch and we 

invite them to special seasonal services tailored to their particular needs. An 

annual memorial service for the bereaved is also well attended.” 

The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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What price Mitcheldean? 
 

Do you live in or around Mitcheldean? Why is that? Possibly you grew up here or 

maybe you come from outside the Forest of Dean. It is, apparently, a desirable place 

to live. One can see why. It is neither too small, nor too large, but just about right as 

a village with access to a city, various towns and the lovely forest. It has little crime 

and has the basic shops and pubs, a post office, our church, library, surgery, chemist, 

community centre, schools for all ages, a playing field and places to walk a dog. For 

newcomers, the price of houses is not sky- high. Really, it’s just about perfect. 

 

But do we value this place in which we live? Do we support it?  Do we get everything 

we can, including our pensions, from the post office, or does the queue put us off?  

Can we get what we want from the local butchers, greengrocers or co-op?  Or are 

their prices too high? And so do we go by car to ‘do a big shop’ at a large supermarket 

in Ross, Gloucester, Cinderford or elsewhere and only buy from Mitcheldean shops 

when we have forgotten to get something from the supermarket?   

 

If so, do we think the village shops can carry on? I have lived in Mitcheldean for 33 

years and have seen a decline in the number of shops and businesses and especially 

so over the last ten years. In this village ten years or so ago, there were, starting from 

the Lamb Inn, a small grocery now called the Old Smithy, a florist and the garage 

which used to sell spare parts for cars. At Stars Pitch, there was a bread and cake 

shop and a butchers, and then an opticians and Mrs Craven’s grocery. In Mill End, 

there was Burroughs’ grocery and opposite was a greengrocer which became a 

clothes shop before it became today’s hairdressers. In the High Street, beside the 

present shops, there was a separate newsagents, another hairdressers, a bank and, in 

the Mews, a local bakery. Of the shops that have closed, five (and shortly six) have 

become houses and so are lost to the available supply of shop premises. 

 

At present, we have three food shops but, maybe in a few years’ time, probably only 

the co-op may remain. Why is this?  Is it the lack of customers? Do we say that the 

prices are too high? Well, yes, relative to the big five national supermarkets, they are.  
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But, with dwindling customers locally and rising running costs, prices for goods have 

to rise.  

 

So what do we who have large freezers, cars and petrol do? We do our ‘big shop’ at a 

giant supermarket where ‘every little helps’. But does it help the struggling small 

shopkeeper? Does it, in the long run, help us? In 5 or 6 years’ time, will we still be 

able to run a car? Will there still be more than one shop in Mitcheldean or even any? 

Will this perfect little village with a traditional high street be a mere dormitory town 

with just ‘take-aways’ and ‘off-licences’? 

 

Will those of us with cars now still be able to run them at an age of 80 plus? Will we 

then find that the only option we have is to shop in Mitcheldean High Street? This is 

already the case for many elderly people here now – and it is these people and those 

without cars who mostly shop in our three shops at present. To stop this village 

dying, it is a case of ‘Use the shops or lose the shops’. Should we not buy more in the 

village before it is too late? Think not what Mitcheldean can do for you; think what 

we can do for Mitcheldean! Surely, favouring our own shops will, in the long run, be 

preserving the character of Mitcheldean and safeguarding all our services for our 

futures. 

W. (Bill) Waddell 

 
Notes from the schoolroom 

At Sunday School, they were teaching how God created everything,  

including human beings. Johnny seemed particularly intent  

when they told how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs.  

Later that week, his mother noticed him lying down as though  

he were ill, so she asked “Johnny, what’s the matter?” 

Johnny responded. “I’ve got a pain in my side and I think  

I’m going to have a wife.”  
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Littledean, Longhope, Mitcheldean,  
Newnham on Severn, Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

WHICH? HEARING AIDS 

A free guide to hearing aids is being published to help people find the right device 

for them. The Which? Guide, launched with the charity Action on Hearing Loss, 

covers steps from having hearing checked by an audiologist, to choosing a hearing 

aid and what to do if there are problems once it has been fitted. Action on Hearing 

Loss believes four million Britons could benefit from a hearing aid but have either 

not been checked or have not taken steps towards getting an aid. The new guide - 

How to Get the Best Hearing Aid - is available free at www.which.co.uk/

hearingaids. 

 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS ON BOARD SHIP 

Mobility at Sea is a company which can deliver mobility scooters to all major docks 

and ships meeting you at the dockside and if you wish, delivering a scooter to your 

cabin. The telephone number is 0800 328 1699 or 0238 065 8642. Their website is: 

www.mobilityatsea.co.uk  

 

PERENNIAL GARDENERS ROYAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Provides free, confidential advice, support and financial assistance to people of all 

ages working in or retired from horticulture, and their spouses, partners, and 

children.  They have debt advisers who can help with looking for ways to maximise 

income and minimise expenditure, as well as negotiating with creditors, and helping 

with Debt Relief Order or bankruptcy paperwork.  They will also help with applying 

for benefits, and they have a fund to help with the care costs of individuals in 

registered care or for care-at-home services. Their website is www.perennial.org.uk  
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and their contact number is 0845 230 1839.  Their debt advice line is a Freephone 

number 0800 2944244.  The advice and support caseworker who covers 

Gloucestershire (within a larger area of southern England and Wales) is Lindsey 

Churchill, contact number 0845 6760621. 

 

WALKS WITH WHEELCHAIRS 

Sunny Days "Walks with Wheelchairs" is the website which contains contact details 

of useful links and selected companies that will be able to provide you with all the 

equipment you need to have an enjoyable and safe walking break. Regions, 

distances, gradients, terrain can all be specified and the appropriate information 

given. For further details visit: www.accessibleguide.co.uk  

 

HOMES MODIFIED FOR WHEELCHAIRS 

The Little House Company at www.thelittlehousecompany.co.uk find, buy, sell or 

rent accessible homes that have been built, adapted or modified for wheelchair users. 

You can email them via the above website or telephone to: 020 3633 2151.  

 

THE SCREWFIX FOUNDATION 

This is a charity set up with the purpose of raising funds to support projects that will 

fix, maintain and improve properties and community facilities specifically for those 

in need. Local charities can be helped on a case by case basis and an application 

form can be downloaded from their website: www.screwfixfoundation.com  Money 

for the projects will be raised by customers donating via Pennies, the electronic 

charity box where you can round up your bill to the nearest pound, via collection 

boxes in the stores and fundraising events. 

 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 

A grant-making charity that supports members of the farming community facing 

need, hardship or distress.  According to their website, they have welfare officers 

who can help with benefit applications, they can provide grants and awards, plus 

money for particular needs such as mobility vehicles and disability aids.  Their 

website is www.rabi.org.uk, and they have a helpline number 0300 303 7373. 
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Welcome Club 
 

The club’s outing for September was to Abergavenny and we went on a Tuesday as 

that is their market day. Once again the weather was kind to us and everyone enjoyed 

the market with its many and varied stalls.  The town itself is also full of interest and 

we all enjoyed our day there. 

Our speaker for September was Rosaleen Lane from Maisemore who gave a very 

amusing and fascinating talk, complete with slides, of her holiday in Queensland, 

Australia. 

The club meets each Wednesday, except the second Wednesday in the month, as that 

is our day for our monthly outing.  We meet at Mitcheldean Community Centre, 

between 2.00pm and 4.00pm. Anyone who wishes to join this very friendly club, 

then please come along. For more information, ring Joy on 01594 543986. 

The co-operative 

funeralcare 
ALICIANNA DESIGNS 

Clothing Alterations 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

 24 hour personal service 

 Private chapel of rest 

 Pre-paid funeral plans 

 Monumental masonry service 

 

Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 

Co-operative funeralcare 

Lower High St 

Cinderford 

01594 822115 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Sue Lewis 

Nasz Dom, The Stenders,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE 

Tel: 01594 542618 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Ms Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


