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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to the October edition of the magazine. This month Fr David 

looks ahead to All Saints and All Souls. There are also several social 

events taking place in October and November at both of our churches, 

read on to find out more. 

If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email 

magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this 

on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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One more step along the way I go

One Sunday afternoon at the beginning of September there was a knock on 

the Rectory door. On the door step were two couples, the gentlemen of which 

introduced themselves respectively as the son and grandson of the Reverend 

Smith who was rector here in the 1940s.  Mr Smith senior, now an elderly 

man, explained that he had spent some of his childhood years living in the 

rectory and was wondering if he could have a nostalgic look around.  On our 

tour it was fascinating to learn more about the history of our house and the 

changes which have been made over the years. Mr Smith said that he hadn't 

been allowed to use the main staircase as a child, he had only been allowed to 

use the servants stairs, which no longer exist. 

In the middle of September I received an email from Australia from a  

member of  St Peter’s Church, Gympie, Queensland.  She was trying to find a 

photograph of a priest Arthur Macleane who had been at their church in the 

early 1900s . She was emailing me  because Arthur Macleane was the parish 

priest in Mitcheldean in 1896 and yes we did have a picture of him. 

These two events have been quite inspiring in that they have reminded me of 

the long line not only of priests who have served this parish over the 

centuries but also of the ordinary church members who have gone before us, 

in whose foot steps we tread and who have entrusted us with the baton of 

faith in this community. 

On November the 1st we celebrate All Saints day, this isn't the day in the year 

when we cover ourselves for any of those very holy saints who have their own 

saints day but who we forgot. It is rather the day in the church’s year when 

we celebrate that all Christians, all followers of Christ, are saints, people  
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made holy by faith, and that we have our place in the roll of their names.  

In 100 years time or 200 years time the Christian community in the place will 

I suspect face considerably different challenges to those we face, in the same 

way that our challenges are different to those of 100 years ago.  But when our 

ancestors gather for worship they will be walking in our footsteps,  and 

celebrating the gift of faith that we have passed on.  

     David Gill 

All Souls - Commemoration of the departed: 

At the end of October we keep annual commemoration of the those 

who have died.  This year there are two opportunities  at 3.00pm in 

Mitcheldean Church on Saturday 31st October and at the  3.00pm 

service at Abenhall on Sunday 1st November. If you are planning to 

come to one of these services there will be a list in the church 

concerned for a couple of weeks before, for you to write the names of 

those you would like remembered. Those who have died in the last 

12months will automatically be included in the list. 

 

 

 

Saturday October 17th, 10.00am - 2.00pm 

Craft Fayre in Mitcheldean Church 

If you would like to book a table, please contact Sue Lewis on 01594 542618  
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A message for Bible Sunday, 25 October  

from the Archdeacon of Gloucester, the Ven Jackie Searle 

‘I rejoice at your word, like one who finds great treasure’ Ps 199:162 

One rainy day, a few years back, I spent a happy half an hour in the Sir John 

Ritblat Treasures gallery of the British Library. ‘Treasures’ is the right word. 

Along with scribbled lyrics by John Lennon and hand-written script from 

Charlotte Bronte and Shakespeare, was a 4th century fragment of the gospel 

of St John. I stood in awe and looked for a long time at the neat Greek script 

on ancient, torn parchment. I thought of the original writer, the careful 

copying, the safe keeping and guarding of such treasure over centuries. 

It is so easy for us to take the Bible for granted, opening it up as we can 

these days on our tablets or screens. Bible Sunday is a reminder to rejoice at 

God’s word, like one who finds great treasure.  

We remember with gratitude the authors, the copiers, the guardians, the 

translators, the printers, the publishers, many of whom risked or gave their 

lives that we might access this treasure in our own homes, in our own 

language, every day. Let us value this treasure and, like them, make sure we 

pass it on. 

“Desiring God”, led by the Revd Dr Anne Phillips 

Sunday 10 October, 10am to 3pm, St Nicolas’ Church, Cheltenham  

A day of reflection and prayer with talks.  Cost £12. To reserve a place 

contact the Revd Pauline Green on 01454 311936 or pgreen@clara.co.uk 

See more at www.snfglos.org.uk 
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1st  Acts 21  1-16 

2nd Acts 21. 17-36 

3rd Acts 21. 37 -22. 21 

4th Mark 10. 2-16  

5th Acts 23. 1-12 

6th Acts 23. 12-end 

7th Acts 24 1-23 

8th Acts 24. 24- 25. 12 

9th Acts 25. 13-end 

10th Acts 26. 1-23 

11th  Mark 10. 17-31  

12th Acts 27. 1-26 

13th Acts 27. 17-end 

14th Philippians 1. 1-11 

15th Philippians 1. 12-end 

16th Philippians 2. 1-13 

17th Philippians  2. 14.-end 

18th Luke 10. 1-9 

19th Philippians 3. 1- 4. 1 

20th Philippians 4.2 -end 

21st Genesis  1. 1-19 

22nd Genesis 1. 20- 32 

23rd Genesis 2. 

24th  Genesis 3. 1-13 

25th  Mark 10. 46-end  

26th Genesis 4. 1-16 

27th Genesis 4. 17- end 

28th  John 15. 17-end  

29th Genesis 6. 1-8 

30th Genesis 6. 9-end 

31st  Genesis 7.  

Daily Bible Readings - October 2015 

Flower Festival at St. Michael's Church Abenhall, 
  

"AGINCOURT comes to ABENHALL" 

  

Saturday 24th October 11.00 - 5.00pm 
  

Sunday 25th October 11.00 - 5.00pm 

Songs of Praise at 3.00pm Service 

  

Refreshments available both days. Surprise guest appearances. 
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             Bake Sale 
for Macmillan Cancer support 

After the Parish Eucharist on Sunday October 11th 

(The Parish Eucharist begins at 10.00am for about an hour prior to the sale)  

Cakes to eat with your after-church coffee  

or to take home. 

ROCK is our young people's group,  

please show your support.  
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The Parish Diary - October 2015 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Thursday 2nd 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 3rd 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 4th Harvest 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 12noon: Harvest Lunch (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Monday 5th 7.00pm - 8.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 6th 9.00am: School Harvest Service (M) 

 10.45am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 8th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 9th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 10th 10.00am - 12noon: Jumble Sale (M) 

Sunday 11th 19th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 11.00 - 12noon: ROCK Cake Sale (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 13th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 8.00pm: Chocoholics Party (M) 

Thursday 15th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 16th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate) 
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Saturday 17th 10.00am - 12noon: Craft Fayre (M) 

 3.00pm - 4.00pm: Baptism (M) 

Sunday 18th St. Luke 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Thursday 24th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 23rd 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 24th 9.00am - 1.00pm: Scouts’ Abseil (M) 

Sunday 25th Last after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Songs of Praise (A) 

Tuesday 27th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 29th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 30th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Saturday 31st All Souls 

 3.00pm: All Souls Service (M) 

 

November Dates for the Diary 
Sunday 1st All Saints 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion & Commemoration (A) 

Sunday 8th Remembrance Sunday 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 11.50am: Act of Remembrance (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer & Remembrance (A) 
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The Migrants’ Church 

Giles Anthony Fraser is a priest of the Church of England and a 
journalist. He is currently the parish priest at St Mary's near the 
Elephant and Castle, London. He is a regular contributor on the 
BBC’s Thought for the Day radio programme. He wrote this article 
in the national press in early August and it is printed here with his permission. 

No matter it was some Calais dive bar. Pool is pool. It was one game each – and I 

don’t like losing. Of course we have time for a decider I agreed, looking anxiously at 

my watch. I made a quick mental calculation. A 10-minute taxi ride would get me to 

the station 20 minutes before the train left. Yes, one more game and I could still be in 

England in just over an hour. We racked up the balls. 

That’s how casually I think about a journey from Calais to London. I get to border 

control and waft a little red book that says something about “her Britannic majesty” 

requiring people like them to help people like me to “pass freely without let or 

hindrance”. This red book also affords me a level of protection and welfare unknown 

in many parts of the world. What did I do to deserve this book, I ask myself, as I 

casually return to London from Calais, in time for supper? It’s a trip some are now 

dying to make. 

The purpose of my Calais visit was instinctive. I wanted to say a prayer in the 

makeshift Ethiopian church – St Michael’s, I later discover – as a way of expressing 

Christian solidarity with my brothers and sisters in Christ, those who have been 

despised and rejected, now languishing in a refugee camp a few miles over the 

Channel. And what a great idea that Songs of Praise is coming from there on Sunday 

16 August. Near the entrance of the camp, a drawing of cuddly Peruvian immigrant 

Paddington Bear declares “Migration is not a crime”. The church itself, only 

completed three weeks ago, was originally put up last November. Then the camp was 

moved and the church was relocated in April. Then this new one went up in flames 

when someone dropped a candle. 

It was rebuilt again, on a larger scale, with whatever came to hand. It now rises up as  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thought_for_the_Day
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a landmark within a community of tents, among piles of plastic waste and rubbish, 

next to a standpipe for fresh water. Forget those fancy churches that end up being 

museums for the 1% – this is a holy place. As I sat in the corner, a succession of 

worshippers – Ethiopian or Eritrean – came in to pray some wiping their hands over 

a poster of an angel and then wiping them over their heads. One man comes in on 

crutches, his leg broken. He fell trying to jump on the train. But the people who built 

this church are now in England, he tells me, with a triumphant twinkle of the eye. 

And I tell him that much of England’s finest church architecture was worked on by 

immigrants from northern France. 

All day people come and go, leaving their shoes at the door. Though it turns out that 

this leaving the shoes thing is itself an act of faith because, within the camp, shoes are 

a valuable commodity. You can’t climb a barbed-wire fence with flip-flops. So shoes 

are often stolen – but not, I’m reassured, from outside the church or mosque. 

So I leave mine on the mat and examine those that sit alongside, which remind me of 

those famous Van Gogh paintings of worn shoes that provoke the imagination to 

think of the toil that made them so. In my head, I make the journey over the desert, 

over the sea, up through Europe. With them, I pray for all those who have died 

making the journey. The Catholic Church distributes about a hundred new pairs of 

shoes a week. But in this shantytown of 2,500 people, it’s nowhere near enough. 

I’m a Christian, so I have a special connection for fellow Christians. But the crisis here 

is not religious: it is humanitarian. And things are only going to get worse. It’s simple: 

we have so much and they have so little. I’m not getting into the politics of 

immigration here, but the big issues of global fairness have come to our door and 

building higher fences is no sort of answer. 

Thousands of people enter this country every day without papers or a little red 

passport. They are called babies. And they are a drain on the economy for at least 20 

years. From the viewpoint of eternity, by what right do they gain the advantages of 

the red book and others not? It’s nothing but luck. Or, in other words, there but for 

the grace of God go I. 
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

NEW DRIVING LICENCE  

The new electronic Driving Licence came in on June 8th but you still need to 

keep your current photocard driving licence. If you are hiring a car you may 

need to obtain evidence to prove which vehicles you can drive or your 

penalty point situation. You can request a unique code from www.gov.uk/

view-driving-licence which allows you to share your driving licence details. 

NB It only lasts 72 hours. Alternatively, you can download a summary of 

your driving licence record to take with you to the vehicle hire company. If 

you are unable to get a code from the web site, you can call 0300 083 0013 

and the DVLA will provide you with a code. Another option is to phone 

DVLA on 0300 790 6801 and leave permission for your driving record to be 

checked verbally by the hire company. Not all hire companies will ask for 

this information, so a phone call to check first will save you frustration and 

time!  

DISABILITY RE-ASSESSMENT AND YOUR RIGHTS 

Many people with a disability are being re-assessed as to the amount of care 

that their local authority will pay for. If you have a disagreement with your 

latest assessment from your local authority you may wish to visit the website 

of Disability Rights UK for help and advice: 

 www.disabilityrightsuk.org/complaining-about-local-authority-decisions 
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EYE TESTS 

If you’re 60 or over, you can have a free NHS eye test every two years and a 

free test every year if you’re 70 or over. If you can’t leave your home because 

of illness or disability, you can have an NHS eye test at home. Contact your 

usual optician to find out if they can visit you at home or NHS England which 

has a list of opticians in your area who do home visits. Tel: 0300 311223 or 

email england.contactus@nhs.net  

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

The Lions Club International Message in a Bottle project is a free scheme 

designed to save the Emergency Services valuable time identifying you, your 

medication and your emergency contacts. You are given a small bottle/tub, a 

form and two stickers. You complete the form, put it into the bottle which 

goes into the fridge door. You stick one sticker on the outside of the fridge 

door and the other one on the INSIDE of your front door. You can find the 

bottles at your local chemist or GP surgery.  

FOOD BANK SUPPLIES 

Demand is outstripping donation supplies. Donations can be dropped at the 

following places: Coleford Roman Catholic Church, 4 High Nash Mon 2-4 

and Thurs 9-11am; Lydney Christian Fellowship, Swan Rd, Wed 2-4 and Sat 

10-12; Cinderford Christian Fellowship, Station Rd, Tues 10-12 and Fri 9:30-

11:30; Coleford Baptist Church every morning except Tues 10-12; Coleford 

Library and Coleford Town Council at their opening times; Supermarkets - 

Lydney Tesco, Coleford and Cinderford Co-ops 

Schools - Lydbrook and St Johns, Coleford; Most churches will take 

donations when they are open.  The Food Banks also need storage space, 

approx 100 cu m. FFI Tel: 07775 265263. 
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

VARIETY SHOW RETURNS TO MITCHELDEAN ! 

After last year’s successful charity  show which raised over £1200 for 

muscular dystrophy and cancer charities, many people asked for more of the 

same , so we are delighted to announce that in 2015 Variety returns to the 

Forest on Sat 7th Nov at Xerox Club Mitcheldean !!!  

A fabulous line up will include hilarious comedy impressions from TV comic 

Jimmy Riddle, classy vocals from local favourite Jess Burton, stage and table 

magic from Mr Gruff , Shadows hits from Newent’s ‘The Saddos’ (don’t let 

the name fool you, these boys are good!) and dancing to the Forests own 

Emrys Cox. To top it all off we have a guest spot from local legend Dick Brice! 

There will also be a prize draw .  

The evening kicks off at 7.30 and you will enjoy 6 brilliant acts for £10! All 

proceeds will go to the Forest of Dean Muscular Dystrophy UK Group.  So call 

Martin for tickets on 07796 585255 / Martinwhitehouse586@btinternet.com 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road,  

Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

 

Churchwardens 
 

Mrs Sue Lewis 

Nasz-Dom, The Stenders, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0JE 

Tel: 01594 542618 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


