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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’

Welcome to the October edition of the magazine. This month Fr David
looks ahead to All Saints and All Souls. There are also several social
events taking place in October and November at both of our churches,
read on to find out more.

If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email
magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this

on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend.

Worship with Us

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion)

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said)
Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer
(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services)

St Michael’s, Abenhall

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch
noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or
housebound. Please contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952.
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We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family -owned and managed, situated in a rural
location within the Forest Of Dean.

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties,
Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.

We fully understand that leaving your much -loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting, so
please discuss any worries you may have with us.

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention
that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury
accommodation.
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VARIETY SHOW RETURNS TO MITCHELDEAN !

After last yearQ successful charity show which raised over £1200 for
muscular dystrophy and cancer charities, many people asked for more of the
same , so we are delighted to announce that in 2015 Variety returns to the
ForestonSat 7#8tKeNox Cl ub!lUMitchel dean

A fabulous line up will include hilarious comedy impressions from TV comic
WA Y Y& , dadsyRddls Fom local favourite WS & & , stajzh\afid2ayle
magic from a NJ D, Nfdzidws hits from NewentQW K S { QdénRIBt &
the name fool you, these boys are good!) and dancing to the Forests own

9 Y NE &To toitill off we have a guest spot from local legend 5 A O1! . NJ

There will also be a prize draw .

The evening kicks off at 7.30 and you will enjoy 6 brilliant acts for £10! All
proceeds will go to the Forest of Dean Muscular Dystrophy UK Group. So call
Martin for tickets on 07796 585255 / Martinwhitehouse586@btinternet.com

ALICIANNA DESIGNS
Clothing Alteffations

Ca mres u p pwhen tt matters most

CLOTHES / CURTA/| fgngocal profesgonaj siff g

Al so speci al i|9fn8urpdrshhal service
BRI @QAtLer at o n k Private chapel of rest
Prepaid funeral plans

CHRI STENI NG | BOWN! Srvices

made to ordejr
Contact Mandy atour Ci n d ehorfieo r

Lower High St

Will Collect / Deliver Cinderford 4 / i
) (0159%822115 » /:',:
077663293 82

25 years expefience! A z/
) iotmons 4«\

% | y6 upao AAOY 80Py
One Sunday afternoon at the beginning of September there was a knock on
the Rectory door. On the door step were two couples, the gentlemen of which
introduced themselves respectively as the son and grandson of the Reverend
Smith who was rector here in the 1940s. Mr Smith senior, now an elderly
man, explained that he had spent some of his childhood years living in the
rectory and was wondering if he could have a nostalgic look around. On our
tour it was fascinating to learn more about the history of our house and the
changes which have been made over the years. Mr Smith said that he hadn't

been allowed to use the main staircase as a child, he had only been allowed to

use the servants stairs, which no longer exist.

In the middle of September I received an email from Australia from a
member of St Peter’s Church, Gympie, Queensland. She was trying to find a
photograph of a priest Arthur Macleane who had been at their church in the
early 1900s . She was emailing me because Arthur Macleane was the parish

priest in Mitcheldean in 1896 and yes we did have a picture of him.

These two events have been quite inspiring in that they have reminded me of
the long line not only of priests who have served this parish over the
centuries but also of the ordinary church members who have gone before us,
in whose foot steps we tread and who have entrusted us with the baton of

faith in this community.

On November the 1st we celebrate All Saints day, this isn't the day in the year
when we cover ourselves for any of those very holy saints who have their own
saints day but who we forgot. It is rather the day in the church’s year when

we celebrate that all Christians, all followers of Christ, are saints, people
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made holy by faith, and that we have our place in the roll of their names.

In 100 years time or 200 years time the Christian community in the place will
I suspect face considerably different challenges to those we face, in the same
way that our challenges are different to those of 100 years ago. But when our
ancestors gather for worship they will be walking in our footsteps, and

celebrating the gift of faith that we have passed on.
$EaeNE ' NOO
P11 HITOHARTIT OAGETT 1T A& ¢
At the end of October we keep annual commemoration of the those
who have died. This year there are two opportunities at 3.00pm in
Mitcheldean Church on Saturday 315t October and at the 3.00pm
service at Abenhall on Sunday 15t November. If you are planning to
come to one of these services there will be a list in the church
concerned for a couple of weeks before, for you to write the names of
those you would like remembered. Those who have died in the last

12months will automatically be included in the list.

Saturday Octob@r ODptmh, 1C
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,
writes...
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DIOCESE OF
Gloucester messenger
\Joumujir\g Togd-ku From the Diocese of Gloucester

A message for Bible Sunday, 25 October
from the Archdeacon of Gloucester, the Ven Jackie Searle

0l rejoice at your word, I|Iike one

One rainy day, a few years back, | spent a happy half an hour in the Sir Jc
Ritblat Treasures gallery of the
Along with scribbled lyrics by John Lennon and hamitken script from
Charlotte Bronte and Shakespeare, was a 4th century fragment of the gos
of St John. | stood in awe and looked for a long time at the neat Greek scr
on ancient, torn parchment. | thought of the original writer, the careful
copying, the safe keeping and guarding of such treasure over centuries.

It is so easy for us to take the Bible for granted, opening it up as we can
these days on our tablets or screens. Bible Sunday is a reminder to rejoict
Godds word, Ii ke one who finds gr

We remember with gratitude the authors, the copiers, the guardians, the
translators, the printers, the publishers, many of whom risked or gave thei
lives that we might access this treasure in our own homes, in our own
language, every day. Let us value this treasure and, like them, make sure
pass it on.

oDesiring Goddé, | ed by th

Sunday 10 October, 10am to 3pm,

A day of reflection and prayer with talks. Cost £12. To reserve a place
contact the Revd Pauline Green on 01454 31193@@reen@clara.co.uk
See more atvww.snfglos.org.uk
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Daily Bible Readings -

1st Acts 21 1-16

oand Acts 21. 17-36

3rd Acts 21. 37 -22. 21
4th Mark 10. 2-16
5th Acts 23. 1-12

6th Acts 23. 12-end

7th Acts 24 1-23

8th Acts 24. 24- 25. 12
oth Acts 25. 13-end
10th Acts 26. 1-23

11th Mark 10. 17-31
12th Acts 27. 1-26

13th Acts 27. 17-end
14th Philippians 1. 1-11
15th Philippians 1. 12-end
16th Philippians 2. 1-13

October 2015

17th Philippians 2. 14.-end
18th Luke 10. 1-9

19th Philippians 3. 1- 4. 1
20th Philippians 4.2 -end
21st Genesis 1. 1-19
22nd Genesis 1. 20- 32
23rd Genesis 2.

24th Genesis 3. 1-13
25th Mark 10. 46-end
26th Genesis 4. 1-16

27th Genesis 4. 17- end
28th John 15. 17-end
29th Genesis 6. 1-8

3oth Genesis 6. 9-end

31st Genesis 7.

Flower Festival at St. Michael's Church Abenhall,

"AGINCOURT comes to ABENHALL"

Saturday 24th October 11.08.00pm

Sunday 25th October 11.68.00pm
Songs of Praise at 3.00pm Service

Refreshments available both days. Surprise guest appearances.

a landmark within a community of tents, among piles of plastic waste and rubbish,
next to a standpipe for fresh water. Forget those fancy churches that end up being
museums for the 1% — this is a holy place. As I sat in the corner, a succession of
worshippers — Ethiopian or Eritrean — came in to pray some wiping their hands over
a poster of an angel and then wiping them over their heads. One man comes in on
crutches, his leg broken. He fell trying to jump on the train. But the people who built
this church are now in England, he tells me, with a triumphant twinkle of the eye.
And I tell him that much of England’s finest church architecture was worked on by

immigrants from northern France.

All day people come and go, leaving their shoes at the door. Though it turns out that
this leaving the shoes thing is itself an act of faith because, within the camp, shoes are
a valuable commodity. You can’t climb a barbed-wire fence with flip-flops. So shoes

are often stolen — but not, I'm reassured, from outside the church or mosque.

So I leave mine on the mat and examine those that sit alongside, which remind me of
those famous Van Gogh paintings of worn shoes that provoke the imagination to
think of the toil that made them so. In my head, I make the journey over the desert,
over the sea, up through Europe. With them, I pray for all those who have died
making the journey. The Catholic Church distributes about a hundred new pairs of

shoes a week. But in this shantytown of 2,500 people, it’s nowhere near enough.

I'm a Christian, so I have a special connection for fellow Christians. But the crisis here
is not religious: it is humanitarian. And things are only going to get worse. It’s simple:
we have so much and they have so little. I'm not getting into the politics of
immigration here, but the big issues of global fairness have come to our door and

building higher fences is no sort of answer.

Thousands of people enter this country every day without papers or a little red
passport. They are called babies. And they are a drain on the economy for at least 20
years. From the viewpoint of eternity, by what right do they gain the advantages of
the red book and others not? It’s nothing but luck. Or, in other words, there but for
the grace of God go L.
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The Migrant Yo ¢,§ Bake Sale

DAt Sa !y (i KELYNR2SENIE RKANID K Azwyr’eyh'-
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After the Parish Eucharist on Sunday October 11
0¢KS tIFNRAaK 9dzOKINAadG o0S3aAaAya i wmnon

No matter it was some Calais dive bar. Pool is pool. It was one game each — and I .
Cakes to eat with your after-church coffee

don’t like losing. Of course we have time for a decider I agreed, looking anxiously at
or to take home.

my watch. I made a quick mental calculation. A 10-minute taxi ride would get me to gﬂ'l'&‘:\%ga gAVE YAOUR R
i wh/ Y A& 2dN) 82dzy3 SSEER S

L S aS aKz2g¢g & 2dzNJ adzLiLxe

the station 20 minutes before the train left. Yes, one more game and I could still be in

England in just over an hour. We racked up the balls.

That’s how casually I think about a journey from Calais to London. I get to border
control and waft a little red book that says something about “her Britannic majesty” RE @ R@ ﬂT‘ ” N @ V@ Lﬂﬂ NT E E [R g
requiring people like them to help people like me to “pass freely without let or .

EN APPROACHES

hindrance”. This red book also affords me a level of protection and welfare unknown

) S0.. THE oTHER WISF
in many parts of the world. What did I do to deserve this book, I ask myself, as I PARRELE oS
1oy WILLING ) ALL DOWN...
casually return to London from Calais, in time for supper? It’s a trip some are now St Lo -
. ANAN) VoLUNTEER ]
dying to make. TWE _/
NEED
S T . HELP
The purpose of my Calais visit was instinctive. I wanted to say a prayer in the —
makeshift Ethiopian church — St Michael’s, I later discover — as a way of expressing \” ” CETTING EXIsTING
1
L. . . . . . . MAKING SUBTLE TARGETING MAKING
Christian solidarity with my brothers and sisters in Christ, those who have been AOVERTISING REFERENCES Bl L L \NDIVIDUALS THREATS

BRING FRIENDS
despised and rejected, now languishing in a refugee camp a few miles over the

Channel. And what a great idea that Songs of Praise is coming from there on Sunday DL LT LY AND You GET

THIS wAND!

/

16 August. Near the entrance of the camp, a drawing of cuddly Peruvian immigrant
Paddington Bear declares “Migration is not a crime”. The church itself, only
completed three weeks ago, was originally put up last November. Then the camp was

moved and the church was relocated in April. Then this new one went up in flames

when someone dropped a candle. PRAYER BRIGERY FLATTERY USING A CARROT USING A STICK

It was rebuilt again, on a larger scale, with whatever came to hand. It now rises up as CartoonChurch.com


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thought_for_the_Day

Around the Spire: October 2015 - 7

Around the Spire: October 2015 - 8

Fi
ou

(M

Th

Fr
Su

Mo
Tu

Th

Fr
Sa
Su

Th
Fr

The Parish DiaryOctober 2015

nd out what is happening this month
r services or other events.
= Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Chu
ursday 2.n@0-drh. 00 am: Mi ni Mar ket (M)
7. 30pm: B eLlolnrgihmogien g (
iday 3rXd2noon: Mi dday Prayer (M)
nday 4thHarvest
10. 00am: Family Service (M)
l12noon: Harvest Lunch (M)
3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
nday 5th. 00-dmO0OOpm: Julian Prayer Gr
esday 69.h00am: School Harvest Servic
10. 45am: Holy Communi on ( M)
ursday B.tho-drm. 00 am: Mi ni Mar ket (M)
7. 30pm: B eLlolnrgihrogpien g  (
iday 9th2noon: Mi dday Prayer (M)
turday L1®thebB2mnmoon: Jumbl e Sale (M)
nday 111hth after Trinity
10. 00am: Parish Eucharist (M)
11.0®@noon: ROCK Cake Sale (M
3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)
esday 11BQG.h30am: Holy Communion (M)
8. 00pm: Chocoholics Party (M)
ursday 94.5@M®dm. 00 am: Mi ni Mar ket (M)
iday 16tchnoon: Mi dday Prayer (M)
12no@n 00pm: Senior Citizens |

Saturday n1od.t;h0mr2noon: Craft Fayre (M

3.00-pPmOO0p mM: Baptism (M)
Sunday 18$th. Luke

10. 00am: Parish Eucharist (

3.00pm: Holy Communion (A)
Thursday 240 G®drm. 00 am: Mi ni Mar ket (N
Friday 23¥X¥2lnoon: Mi dday Prayer (M)
Saturday 24 ®0%(RdmO0O0pm: 6AScsoeuitls ( M)
Sunday 25lLtdéast after Trinity

10. 00am: Parish Eucharist (

3.00pm: Songs of Praise (A)
Tuesday 2T@.h30am: Holy Communion ( M)
Thursday 2.900®drm. 00 am: Mi ni Mar ket (N

7. 30pm: B eLlolnrgihrogpien g  (
Friday 30Xi2noon: Mi dday Prayer (M)
Saturday AlllstSoul s

3.00pm: Al Soul s Service (
Sunday 1sAll Saints

10. 00am: Family Service (M)

3.00pm: Holy Communion & Co
Sunday 8tRemembrance Sunday

10. 00am: Parish Eucharist (

11.50am: Act of Remembrance

3.00pm: Evening Prayer & Re



