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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to our September edition. This month, we look ahead to our 

Patronal Festival on 28th and the visit of Bishop Martyn for our confirmation 

service that day.  The following week (5th October), we will be celebrating our 

Harvest Thanksgiving. Make sure to get your tickets for our Harvest Lunch! 

If you have any contributions , please speak to Hugh James or email 

magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this on paper 

or on your computer, please consider passing it on to a friend so that together 

we can share the church’s news. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

(Children and families are very welcome at all our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Come Holy Spirit 

In the last magazine I mentioned the young people who were exploring 

our faith and thinking about whether they might like to be confirmed.  

I am very pleased to say that all five of them have decided they would 

like to be.  

Martyn Bishop of Tewkesbury is going to be with us on Sunday 28th 

September at the Parish Eucharist in  Mitcheldean and our  

youngsters will be confirmed on that occasion.   

This is going to be a very special occasion both for the young people 

and for our church.  I have been in this diocese for ten years and this is 

the first time I have had a group of children come for confirmation, 

these days confirmation candidates are more often adults. There will 

be no service at Abenhall on that Sunday so do please do make an 

effort to come along and support our candidates, meet Bishop Martyn 

and celebrate together.  

Please also keep our five youngsters in your prayers. They are Brad, 

Callum, Rachel, Rebecca and Charlotte. 

Can I take this opportunity to remind people that we are very happy to 

include the names of those who need our prayers on our weekly pew 

sheet, whether they are ill or need our prayers for other reasons 

(please make sure people are happy for their name to be included). 

Praying for each other is an important part of our life together as a 

church family, as is asking our church family to pray for those for 

whom we are praying. So names included on our church prayer list 

don't have to be members of the church or even of our immediate  
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community. If there are those who would rather not have their names 

in print, then I know most of our intercessors on a Sunday morning 

would be happy just to include people in their prayers when they are 

praying for individuals by name, and I am always happy to be asked to 

include people in my personal prayers. But in both these instances 

please do write the names down. 

You may be aware that over the past 18 months or so both of our 

church councils (PCCs) have been exploring the possibility of merging 

our two parishes.  I am very pleased to be able to say that both councils 

have agreed to start the process for this.  There is of course a formal 

legal process for which we will be guided by the diocese, but we are 

also planning an occasion when members of our congregations, the 

local community and any who are interested can come along and learn 

more about what this means. We don't have a date for this yet but it is 

likely to be a Saturday morning later in October. 

In the meantime please be assured that the merger is a very positive 

step, and will not affect the way in which we use our church buildings 

nor our pattern of services. 

David Gill 

 From the Schoolroom  

 

A Sunday School teacher asked the children just  

before she dismissed them to go to church, 

“And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” 

Annie replied, “because people are sleeping”. 
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Pope Francis’ Secrets to Happiness 

Pope Francis was interviewed by the Argentinian 

magazine ‘Viva’ and drew on his personal experiences  

to give his own lifestyle guide. 

 

1.  “Move forward and let others do the same.” which is equivalent to 

the English saying “Live and let live”. 

2. Be giving of yourself to others. 

3. Proceed calmly in life.  

4. Have a healthy sense of leisure. The Pope said “Consumerism has 

brought us anxiety”.  Set time aside to play with your children and turn 

off the television when you sit down to eat. 

5. Sundays should be holidays.  Sunday is for family. 

6. Find innovative ways to create dignified jobs for young people.  

7. Respect and take care of nature. Environmental degradation “is one 

of the biggest challenges we have,” he said. “I think a question that 

we're not asking ourselves is: 'Isn't humanity committing suicide with 

this indiscriminate and tyrannical use of nature?'” 

8. Stop being negative. He said “Quickly letting go of negative things is 

healthy.” 

9. Don't proselytise; respect the beliefs of others. 

10. Work for peace. “We are living in a time of many wars,” he said. 

“The call for peace must be shouted. Peace sometimes gives the 

impression of being quiet, but it is never quiet - peace is always 

proactive and dynamic.” 
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Saturday 13th September 2014 

 

The Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust will hold its annual Ride 

of Stride event in September. The event is inter-denominational and 

members of churches are invited to seek sponsors who will volunteer 

to pay an agreed sum of money either for the day or for the number of 

churches the participant visits. 

The event takes place between 10 am and 6pm. The money raised is 

shared equally between our Trust and the place of worship nominated 

by the participant. An alternative is for a participant to be sponsored 

to be in his or her church for a time, doing whatever jobs need doing in 

the church, such as polishing or dusting! 

It's simple to do - decide how many churches you'd like to visit on bike, 

foot or horseback, plan your route and then spend an enjoyable day 

out in the county's towns and villages.  Half the money you raise goes 

to the church of your choice - half goes to the Trust to help us look 

after the county's wonderful churches. 

Please contact Ailsa O'Connor, the county organiser, if you would like 

an event pack or more information about how to take part.  Email her 

on rideandstride@ghct.org.uk or phone 01285 643343 

Last year, participants in Gloucestershire raised around £47,500 in 

sponsorship - help us make this year even better! 
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September 2014 

From the Bishop of Tewkesbury, the Rt Revd Martyn Snow 

It was announced in August that Bishop Michael has, for personal reasons, 

stepped back from his ministry as Bishop of Gloucester. This news has 

caused great sadness across the diocese. 

Various news outlets have been carrying a story about a police investigation 

into certain allegations relating to more than 30 years ago. You will realise 

that this is very traumatic time for everyone involved and affected by these 

news reports. Please hold them all in your prayers. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has signed an Instrument of Delegation 

allowing me to act as diocesan bishop in the absence of Bishop Michael.  

~~~ 

If you would like to speak to someone about this matter or any other 

concerns you may have, please contact me or the Diocesan Office: 

The Bishop of Tewkesbury: 01452 835562 or bshptewk@glosdioc.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officers: Judith Knight and Becca Faal: 07944 680320 or 

bfaal@glosdioc.org.uk 

~~~ 

You may already be aware, but we have taken the very difficult decision to 

postpone the visits of Bishops Mary, Sadok and Thomas from our partner 

dioceses. We will however go ahead with the Partnership Service on Sunday 

7 September at 3pm in the Cathedral.  

I would like to warmly invite you to the service in the hope that we can 

gather to mark our own partnership in the gospel and to pray for one 

another and our link dioceses.  

Thank you for your prayers and understanding. 

mailto:bshptewk@glosdioc.org.uk
mailto:bfaal@glosdioc.org.uk
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Helena Arnold, Director of Education, on educating one 

million children  

The Church of England is the largest single provider of schools in the 

country, with 4,500 Church of England Primary schools, and over 200 

Church of England Secondary schools.  

As the largest provider of schools nationally, the church is in a unique 

position to offer a helpful perspective into the national conversation about 

establishing shared ‘British Values’ and strong cohesive communities. After 

all, the ‘common good’ is not just the aggregate of numerous individual 

actions, but a shared perspective across diverse communities and an 

understanding about the conditions that make communities flourish.  

Church schools are dedicated to serving children of Christian faith, other 

faiths and no faith, ensuring an inclusive education where every child receives 

an excellent education within a framework of Christian values.  

Helping people to understand and critically evaluate the major faith traditions 

and to draw on their insights in relation to major ethical issues is part of 

preparing children for effective citizenship. Schools hold a central place in 

local communities, and face the challenge of balancing the needs of that 

community with those of a wider context.   

Nearly one million children attend Church of England schools; this is more 

than five times as many people as are estimated to attend Church of England 

services on Sundays! The responsibility of the church to ‘step up to the 

mark’, to ensure schools are well-governed, teachers supported and pupils 

nurtured, is perhaps one of the greatest gifts we can share. 

How Church Schools work 

Each diocese has a Diocesan Board of Education (DBE) and Director of 

Education (DDE). The DBE determines school policy and focuses on 

standards, Christian distinctiveness, RE and strategic system development.  

DBEs are made up of a wide variety of people who have the skills, experience 

and interests required to run the school system on behalf of the Church. The  
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DBE Measure is the statutory instrument which determines the work and 

composition of the DBE. 

Diocesan Directors of Education and their staff are highly capable educational 

administrators who have the background required to run and support 

Church schools. The DDE's team will comprise experts in buildings and 

finance, governance, admissions, RE and school support. 

Parishes are encouraged to work closely with their schools. Often, the 

incumbent, church wardens and other PCC members are governors of the 

school. Beyond these formal constitutional links there is huge scope for 

schools and parishes to work together in the interest of good learning and 

community development. 

What is a reader? 

Readers in the Diocese minister in all kinds of ways, but the heart of their 

work is to preach and teach, and to conduct worship.  Readers may also be 

Pioneer Ministers. 

A licensed Reader can preach at any service, lead Morning and Evening 

Prayer, parts of the Communion service, and most other services. Readers 

can take consecrated bread and wine to the housebound, make pastoral 

visits, lead groups, and teach, and officiate at funeral services. 

Readers are lay people. The strength of the Readers is that they come from - 

and will remain in - all walks of life. They do not have to be academics but 

must show that they are willing to learn, to work on the necessary skills and 

to grow in understanding of the ministry to which they are called. 

To be a Reader you will need to go through a process of selection and 

discernment which normally begins with a conversation with your parish 

priest and then you will begin a period of stimulating training, which at many 

points is close to the training undertaken by those preparing for ordination. 

 The Messenger is produced monthly by the diocesan communications office at Church House, 

College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is available on www.gloucester.anglican.org and emailed to all 

parish and church representatives who request it. Paper copies are also available on request. To 

submit items, please email to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk call 01452 835591 or send to the address 

above.  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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The Parish Diary - September 2014 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 

 

Monday 1st 7.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 2nd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 4th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.00pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 5th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 7th 12th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 9th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 11th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.00pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 12th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 14th Holy Cross 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A)  

Tuesday 16th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 17th 7.30pm: Abenhall PCC (A) 

Thursday 18th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 19th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 
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Sunday 21st Matthew 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 23rd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 24th Mitcheldean PCC (M) 

Thursday 25th 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.00pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 26th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 28th Patronal Festival 

 10.00am: Joint Confirmation Service (M)  

Tuesday 30th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 31st 8.30am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

Sunday 5th October 

Join us for fellowship and  

worship this Harvest...  
 

 

10.00am: Family Service - St. Michael 

& All Angels, Mitcheldean 

12.30pm: Harvest Lunch - St. Michael & All Angels, Mitcheldean 

  (Tickets available from the Churchwardens - Pam and Helen) 

3.00pm: Holy Communion - St. Michael, Abenhall 
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Aneurin Bevan & the NHS 
This letter from Roger Horsfield of Bream, was printed in the ‘The Forester’ newspaper 

earlier this year. 

 

I recall meeting the man I most admire who lived in the 20th century. He 

was in the middle of the pavement in the centre  of Cardiff with lots of people 

walking past him. Sadly he was made of stone and inscription was simple and 

yet so powerful. It said ‘Aneurin Bevan, Founder of the NHS’. Aneurin, 

through his courage, determination and love of people, has saved as many 

lives as some of our generals have lost. 

I recall as a youngster the furious arguments about the setting up of the 

service which provided the finest available health care 24 hours a day in 

every town and city free of charge. This has saved my family  and myself tens 

of thousands of pounds which we could not possibly have afforded. Dentists 

too were brought into the scheme despite the strenuous opposition and, 

when Aneurin was asked how he won the battle, he said “I stuffed their 

mouths with gold.” In fact, even today, our doctors are the highest paid in 

Europe. 

The doctors also managed to keep an independent private service alongside 

the state provision which could also use state facilities, which had to be 

conceded as the price for their cooperation. 

Aneurin, after four years, resigned from the government when his colleagues 

decided to charge patients for their dentures. He saw this as the thin edge of 

the wedge and how right he was. 

During the last 25 years, governments have removed more than 50% of NHS 

beds. In 2013-14 there are 135,000 NHS beds compared with 297,000 in 

1987-88.  
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But this is only part of the story. During the past 20 years, many hospitals 

and A&E services have been closed. We are told that GPs, instead of 

providing a service at weekends, can help out in their local A&E department 

for up to £1,500 per shift on top of their average yearly salaries of just over 

£100,000. 

To pay for this, as an example, the top floor of Gloucester Royal Hospital is 

full of private patients, paid for by insurance companies, thus increasing the 

waiting times and help for NHS patients. Private patients who choose not to 

have rooms of their own can be rewarded by these companies to the tune of 

£100 a night. The rest of us must go to the back of the queue unless it is 

desperately urgent, in which case the hospital might have to pay to send us to 

a private facility. Furthermore, to get our hospitals built and extended, 

hospital trusts have had to take on 30 year credit agreements which one MP 

likened to buying your house with a Barclaycard. 

Private companies such as Virgin are also buying up and profiting from state 

hospital services. A year ago Cherie Blair, wife of the ex-prime minister, set 

up in New York with an American partner a company designed to profit from 

the supply of medical services and equipment to the NHS. Many other 

services and activities formally provided by the NHS have been closed down 

as private firms cherry-pick the cases they are prepared to take on, knowing 

that if things go wrong, they can always bung them into an NHS clinic. 

When I next visit Cardiff I would not be surprised to see Aneurin in tears. 

Aneurin, in his Welsh passion, called the saboteurs and profiteers who were 

gathering to reduce and undermine his great achievement ‘lower than 

vermin’. If only he could have lived to hear the roar of approval when the 

opening of our Olympic Game’s witty tribute was paid to the dedicated people 

who are keeping it in being. They need our support. 
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Land Slips 
After our recent experience of a land-slip on the Ross road out of 

Drybrook, here is the tale of Somerset’s experience of a land-slip. 

 

The A431 through Kelston, Somerset, has been closed since February due to a 

land-slip. The diversion adds an hour on the journey between Bath and 

Bristol for hundreds of people. A local farmer opened a field so local owners 

of 4×4s could bypass the road works. The news got out. Lots of drivers who 

didn’t have 4×4s used the field and, on wet days, got stuck in the mud and 

needed towing out. So the farmer had to padlock the gate and give the 

combination of the lock only to those with 4×4s.  

That was when a local businessman, so fed up with the diversion, spent his 

own money to build 400 yards of road across the field. “Time is of the 

essence. Every day this road is a problem for hundreds of people.” It was 

actually his wife who said “You should put in a toll road and charge people.” 

It took ten days to build - so quick because there are no kerbs, no tarmac, just 

a base of stones from a local quarry. The businessman says that the £2 toll is 

excellent value for the 14 miles that it saves drivers.  On its first Sunday, 

about 600 cars used the road and it needs 1000 a day to break even. He is 

still waiting for retrospective planning permission! The repairs to the A431 

are expected to be completed by December when the bypass across the field 

will be removed and the field returned to pasture. 

Why did he decide to pursue this project?  

“I live by a saying which hangs on our wall at home. It says: 

‘There are some people that make things happen. There are some people 

that watch things happen. And there are some people that think ‘What 

happened?’ I like to be the one that makes things happen.” 
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Your local voice for 

health and social care 

 

  

 

http://www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk
mailto:info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk
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Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

HEALTH LEAFLETS 

If you want a leaflet on a health condition or problem, visit 

www.easyhealth.org.uk. The site has directions to get leaflets on hundreds of 

topics which can be downloaded and nearly all can be printed off. Easyhealth 

is run by an organisation called Generate Opportunities Ltd and is part 

sponsored by MENCAP and Wandsworth PCT. 

MINDSONG 

Mindsong is a Gloucestershire based charity taking music into care homes, 

We are looking for volunteers who like singing and who might be able to 

help bring our project into the Forest. We would need volunteers to offer 

about an hour a fortnight to sing with people with Dementia. If you are able 

to help now or be involved in the future, please contact  Jane Rothery on 

01594 544149 or by email: mindsong.jane@gmail.com 

DRIVERS WHO ARE DEAF – CAR BREAKDOWN 

Texting on your mobile is one choice but what if there is no signal, or another 

problem? Now deaf people can use the Emergency Roadside Telephones 

operated by the Highways Agency. The operator will text you and you can 

answer Yes or No to communicate with them. See more at: 

www.royaldeaf.org  
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FOREST ROUTES LAUNCH 

is a new community transport partnership in the Forest of Dean. The launch 

event takes place on 8th  September, 10am-3pm, at the West Dean Centre, 

Bream. During the day an information fair will be open, which will include 

stands from all our partners, as well as other local groups and organisations. 

You are welcome to attend at any point during the day. If you would like to 

attend, please contact Anna-Marie Daniels, Community Transport Partnership 

Coordinator Tel. 01594 812 613 

DISABLED ACCESS 

Looking for access information for disabled people in the UK? 

www.DisabledGo.com has information on over 120,000 places of interest 

including: Council offices, tourist attractions, sports grounds, colleges, parks, 

shops, historic landmarks, etc. 

BLOCK NUISANCE PHONE CALLS 

To find out more about True Call, the call blocking device tested by Trading 

Standards which stops 99% of nuisance, calls visit www.truecall.co.uk  

BASIC ONLINE SKILLS 

GRCC has some funding to teach people basic online skills. The teaching is 

done through a succession of courses on a website. People can learn all about 

using email, how to add an attachment, sorting emails etc. There is a section 

on using the internet, safety and security, etc and also a course which takes 

you through an NHS choices website which is designed to help people look 

up health services in their area, how to lives healthily and to stay active. If 

you would like to do any of these courses, GRCC can arrange a volunteer to 

come out and take you through the process. Phone GRCC on 01452 528491.  
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

Welcome Club 

Our trip for August was to Evesham and Evesham Country Park. The weather 

was very good for us again, fine and warm. Although Evesham is not a large 

town there are several places of interest besides several unusual shops.  

Evesham country park has a large garden centre where there are many items 

for sale i.e ornaments, books , lamps etc. besides plants bulbs and everything 

else needed in the garden.  There is also a Pavers shoe shop, Labels dress 

shop and a large farm shop plus a large restaurant. 

Our speaker for August  was Jenny  Eastwood who together with husband 

John gave a very interesting talk about their holiday in Canada accompanied 

by slides. 

Our September outing will be to Cardiff and if anyone would like to join us. 

Please ring Joy on 01594 832527. 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk


 

The Ministry Team of Mitcheldean & Abenhall 
 

Parish Priest 
 

Father David Gill 

St Michael’s Rectory, Hawker Hill, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BS 

Tel: 01594 542952 

Email: frdavid@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

Reader Emeritus 
 

Mr Peter Grevatt 

21 Oakhill Road, Mitcheldean, GL17 0BN 

Tel: 01594 542912 

 

Churchwardens for 
Mitcheldean 

 

Mrs Pam Martin 

Rosedean, Tibbs Cross,  

Littledean, GL14 3LJ 

Tel: 01594 826115 

 

Ms Helen Dunsford 

7 Wintles Close,  

Mitcheldean,GL17 0JP  

Tel: 01594 543146  

Churchwardens for  
Abenhall 

 

Ms Sheila Baker 

The Fuchsias, New Road, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0EP 

Tel: 01594 543522 

 

Mrs Kath Fisher 

Laburnum Cottage, Plump Hill, 

Mitcheldean, GL17 0ET 

Tel: 01594 543584 

For more information on the magazine, please contact one of the Churchwardens or 

email: magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 


