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Welcome to ‘Around the Spire’ 

Welcome to the September edition of the magazine. Please continue to 

find out about our 2015 Harvest charity, get the latest on the ‘Project 

Pilgrim’ work at the Cathedral and read a review of the Coleford 

Community Choir and Wind Band concert at Abenhall. 

If you have any contributions, please speak to Hugh James or email 

magazine@stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk. Whether you are reading this 

on paper or on screen, please consider passing it on to a friend. 

Worship with Us 
 

St Michael and All Angels, Mitcheldean 

1st Sunday of each month: 10.00 am Family Service (inc. Holy Communion) 

Remaining Sundays: 10.00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesdays: 10.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

Fridays: 12noon Midday Prayer 

(Children and families are very welcome at all of our services) 

 

St Michael’s, Abenhall 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month: 3.00 pm Evensong 

 

For Saints Days and other Holy Day services, please see the porch 

noticeboards or view the website: www.stmichaelmitcheldean.co.uk 

 

The church is pleased to bring Holy Communion to those who are ill or 

housebound.  Please contact Fr David Gill  on 01594 542952 

 

To arrange a baptism or wedding, contact Fr David Gill on 01594 542952. 
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Sleepy Hollow 

Wigpool 

Mitcheldean 

Gloucestershire 

GL17 0JN 

We are a small, high-quality boarding cattery which is family-owned and managed, situated in a  rural 

location within the Forest Of Dean.  

Whether you're moving house, booking a holiday, planning a business trip, or any personal difficulties, 

Celtic Cattery offers a professional, quiet and caring service with competitive daily rates.  

We fully understand that leaving your much-loved cat(s) in someone else's care can be upsetting,  so 

please discuss any worries you may have with us. 

Our aim is to ensure that your cat is a happy cat, with all the love, cuddles & individual personal attention 

that they receive at home. Even the most discerning of cats will appreciate our heated luxury 

accommodation.  

tel:  01594 542597    www.celticcattery.co.uk 

 
Lavender’s 

Blue 

Floristry 

 

  

The Old 
Dairy 

Tearoom  

  

Stunning  flowers  for any occasion : 
Weddings, gifts, funerals, corporate 

work 
  

Locally sourced gifts, helium balloons & 
artificial flowers 

  
The Shop, 1 Churchill Way, Mitcheldean, 

GL17 0AZ 
  

01594 542121 
mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

Visit our website at: 
www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk 

The Forest’s premier tearoom 
for afternoon and cream teas 

 

Harts Barn 
between Mitcheldean & Longhope 

On the A4136 
Tel: 01452 831221 

 
Open Tuesday-Sunday 

10am - 5pm (4pm Nov–March) 
 

Booking advised between 12noon-2pm 
 

Traditional roasts every Sunday 
 

Last hot orders 1 hour before closing 

mailto:mail@lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
http://www.lavendersbluefloristry.co.uk
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ALICIANNA DESIGNS 
Clothing Alterations 

 

CLOTHES / CURTAINS / COATS 

Also specialises in  

BRIDAL alterations 

CHRISTENING GOWNS 

made to order 

 

Will Collect / Deliver 

07766329369 

25 years experience! 

The co-operative funeralcare 

  

Care and support when it matters most 
from local, professional staff 

  
24 hour personal service 
Private chapel of rest 
Prepaid funeral plans 
Monumental services 

 
Contact Mandy at our Cinderford home: 
Lower High St 
Cinderford 
(01594) 822115 

  
  

  

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.  

 

Around the Spire: September 2015 -  2 

Milk and Water

At the beginning of October (Sunday 4th ) we celebrate Harvest 

Thanksgiving.  This festival springs from a rural community’s desire to 

celebrate that 'all has been safely gathered in' , and finds it origins in 

an age when a bad harvest meant  a very hard winter with a real risk of 

malnutrition. 

In this day and age in this country we are not so tightly bound up with 

the production of our food and are often unaware of the realities of it's 

production. Where it was grown, whether animals were reared and 

slaughtered to modern welfare standards, whether the producer was 

paid enough to make a living. I have to confess every time it has rained 

in August I have sent up a prayer for those who are trying to harvest 

cereal crops.   

Over the summer we have also been hearing about the issue of the 

price our own UK dairy farmers are paid for their milk.  I hope we have 

all been reminded of our responsibilities as consumers. 

Harvest thanksgiving these days is a time in the year when we 

particularly remember those who are not so fortunate as ourselves in 

having cheap and easily available food and we usually pick a charity to 

support and to learn more about. This year our charity is going to be 

Water Aid, reminding us of all the things we take for granted fresh  
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clean water is the one which is the biggest issue for many people in 

other parts of the world.  

If you'd like to know more about  

Water Aid you can visit their website 

www.wateraid.org/uk. 

David Gill 

1st  Acts 8. 4-25 

2nd Acts 8. 26-end 

3rd Acts 9. 1-19 

4th Acts 9. 20- 31 

5th  Acts 9. 32-end 

6th Mark 7. 24-end  

7th  Acts 10. 17-33 

8th Acts 10. 34- end 

9th Acts 11. 1-18 

10th Acts 11. 19-end  

11th Acts 12. 1-17 

12th Acts Acts 12. 18-end 

13th  Mark 8. 27-end 

14th John 3. 13-17 

15th Acts 13. 44- 14. 7 

16th Acts 14. 8-end  

17th Acts 15. 1-21 

18th Acts 15. 22-35 

19th Acts 15. 36- 16. 5 

20th Mark 9. 30-37 

21st Matthew 9. 9-13 

22nd Acts 16. 25-end 

23rd Acts 17. 1-15 

24th Acts 17. 16-end 

25th Acts 18. 1-21 

26th Acts 18. 22- 19. 7 

27th Mark 9. 38-end 

28th Acts 19. 21-end 

29th John 1. 47-end 

30th Acts 20.17-end 

Daily Bible Readings - September 2015 
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UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

There are five U3As within easy travelling distance: Chepstow, Forest of 

Dean, Monmouth, Newent & District and Ross on Wye. To find out more 

about them, start off by going to www.u3a.org.uk and clicking on the “Find a 

U3A” button. You will then be able to search for local groups and see what 

activities are on offer. 

NEW NAME 

The organisations Breakthrough Breast Cancer and the Breast Cancer 

Campaign have merged and have become Breast Cancer Now 

FOREST UPCYCLING 

The project is based at Unit 1, Hollywood Works, Valley Road, 

Cinderford. GL14 2PO. They are a charity which collects, recycles and sells 

good quality furniture and household goods. In addition, they offer affordable 

house moves, gardening and bespoke furniture made from upcycled wood. 

They claim' No job too small'.   

Contact Matt Jones. Tel. No. 01594 368240 or mobile 07810 524404.  

Email forestupcyclingproject@gmail.com  or visit the website at 

www.forestupcyclingproject.com. 

GUTTER CLEARING SCAM 

If you are approached by someone (perhaps whilst you are out shopping) who 

says that Two Rivers Housing has instructed him to clean your gutters, do not 

give him your address or agree to have your gutters cleared. If you do, he will 

ask you for money and tell you that you can claim this back from Two 

Rivers. Not true! 



 

Around the Spire: September 2015 -  15 

Helen Roberts, our Village Agent,  

writes… 

Helen Roberts covers the parishes of Awre and Blakeney,  
Blaisdon, Drybrook, Flaxley, Littledean, Longhope,  
Mitcheldean, Newnham on Severn, Northwood Green,  
Ruardean and Westbury on Severn. 

Tel: 07810 630004    |    Email: helen@villageagent.grcc.org.uk  

 

DISABLED TOURISM 

OpenBritain is a one stop shop for accessible tourism in the UK providing a 

simple way to find accessible destinations and places to stay. This enables a 

person or family to create the perfect holiday, tailored specifically to access 

requirements, whether this means wheelchair access or just having good 

lighting. All of the properties on the site are self-assessed. However, for extra 

assurance look out for the VisitEngland logo on venues which have been 

professionally assessed.  www.tourismforall.org.uk  

TURN2US 

Turn2us is a charity that helps people in financial hardship to gain access to 

welfare benefits, charitable grants and support services. There is a handy tool 

on their website. When you put in your postcode, local charities, covering a 

wide range of sectors, come up. The web site is: www.turn2us.org.uk 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 

It meets on the first Wednesday of the month 2-3.30 at the West Dean Centre 

in Bream (opposite the school). Phone Jane Henderson first in case the 

activity for that month is a trip out: 08442253694 or email: 

jhenderson@parkinsons.org.uk  
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Your new bishop starts her ministry 

Our new bishop will formally begin her new role as Bishop of Gloucester on 

Saturday 19 September at 4.30pm.  Rachel Treweek will be the first female 

diocesan bishop in the Church of England. 

During the service she will be presented with her pastoral staff and will be 

placed in her cathedra (or bishop’s chair) by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, 

the Venerable Sheila Watson, on behalf of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  

Rachel was consecrated as the 41st Bishop of Gloucester at Canterbury 

Cathedral on 22 July, but this service on 19 September will mark the formal 

start of Rachel’s ministry in the Diocese of Gloucester. She said: “I am 

delighted that my inauguration service is finally in sight and I am looking forward to 

it with joyful anticipation and immense excitement. It is my hope that the service 

will resound with thanksgiving for what has been and hopeful expectancy for what 

is yet to come, as we journey together into the next chapter, rooted and grounded 

in the love of Christ.” 

 

With arms wide open 

Walking into somewhere new can sometimes feel overwhelming. 

Surrounded by lots of strange faces looking towards you, it can take a lot of 

courage to step into the unknown. But a warm welcome can make all the 

difference. 

As the academic year begins again in September, hundreds of children are 

bracing themselves to start a new school. It can be a daunting time, and it is 

important that the teachers and pupils take on the responsibility to welcome  
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them to their classes and to make sure that no one feels left out and no one 

is forgotten.  

What a huge task to give to our children, but it is one which is central to our 

faith. Once Jesus’ disciples were arguing about who was the most important. 

Stopping the argument, Jesus took a child in his arms and said: “Whoever 

welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me.” It is 

important to remember that we should be welcoming everyone equally – 

from the grandest king to the smallest child. Because when we welcome 

them, we are welcoming God into our lives too. So when we see someone 

entering a new place – whether it is our classroom, office or neighbourhood, 

let us remember to welcome them with open arms. 

 

Cathedral City, City Cathedral 

Dean Stephen reflects briefly on the role of the cathedral in the city of Gloucester. 

A cathedral is firstly the place where the seat of the bishop rests, the 

cathedra, and so a cathedral is naturally the mother church of the diocese. 

But any cathedral is also in a unique relationship with the city that is often 

only called a city because of having such a major church at its heart. . This is 

true in Gloucester where the cathedral still dominates the landscape and still 

has a unique role in the life of the whole city. Civic and secular events take 

place here and people come and go on a daily basis, rather than just for an 

occasional diocesan service.  

The Heart of Gloucester is the name for the first phase of Project Pilgrim, 

the project to improve and restore parts of the cathedral and it is what we 

seek to be. Amongst all our development plans and events, what holds us 

together is the offering of public worship 365 days a year. In this way, we 

seek to be a place of prayer and a place for all. We pray daily in turn for each 

parish, school, fresh expression, chaplaincy in the diocese. But we also pray  
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Home Volunteering 
Acorns Children's Hospice is a registered 
charity offering a network of care for life 
limited and life threatened children and 
young people, and their families, across 
the heart of England. Our Worcester 
based hospice supports families from around Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and South Warwickshire, and is currently 
looking to recruit a new team of home volunteers. 

Acorns home volunteers offer an amazing service to families who live a long 
distance from the hospice or may need extra support at home. Home 
volunteers help families in a variety of ways e.g. housework, gardening, or 
befriending of the Acorns child, siblings and parents/carers. They visit the 
family on a regular basis, once a week, fortnight or monthly, and are always 
in pairs with a parent or carer on the premises. 

Becoming a home volunteer achieves an enormous sense of fulfilment and 
helps to make a difference to a family’s life. Home volunteers also become 
part of a dedicated team and receive on-going training and support to help 
their personal development. All travelling costs will be reimbursed. If you live 
in Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire or South Warwickshire, 
and feel you are reliable, committed and have good listening skills, then 
please get in contact with Grace Evans (Volunteer Coordinator) 
grace.evans@acorns.org.uk or 01905 767676. You can also visit 
www.acorns.org.uk to find out more. 

mailto:grace.evans@acorns.org.uk
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Art & Craft for Well-being with Gary Fell 

Wednesdays 1pm - 4pm at Drybrook Memorial Hall 

(You first visit is free after which it is £10 on the day) 

As a qualified artist, craftsperson, tutor with disabilities I was given the 

opportunity to set up the group with funding from the police via GAVCA. The 

healing advantages of painting, crafting and making are well documented, so 

why not come along and benefit from creating in a relaxed friendly 

atmosphere.   

You can try out all sorts of arts and crafts, from drawing in silverpoint, 

pastels, and pen and ink; even try a bit of printmaking or painting in 

watercolour or acrylics; or a bit of modelling with air-dried clays, or perhaps 

you're the more creative crafts kind of person who likes paper-crafts making 

gift-cards or maybe make your own piece of jewellery.  

There is a plethora of arts and crafts out there and some tools and materials 

will be available for use so long as I'm informed the week beforehand so that 

where possible I can accommodate, although speciality tools for a particular 

craft may need to be brought along and where possible please bring along 

your own. 

To find out more, contact Gary Fell by email at gary_fell@hotmail.com or by 

calling 01594 544774 between the hours of 11am and 5pm. 

 

 

 

Saturday October 17th, 10.00am - 2.00pm 

Craft Fayre in Mitcheldean Church 

If you would like to book a table, please contact Sue Lewis on 01594 542618  
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daily for the city and the diocese in which we are set. You are welcome to 

join us any day, we are always here. That is our job as your cathedral. 

 

Project Pilgrim—what you thought 

Thank you to everyone who gave their responses to the initial design 

proposals for Project Pilgrim, the project to improve and restore parts of the 

cathedral.  Almost 400 people answered a questionnaire and others joined 

with focus groups and attended presentations.   

 87 per cent of you said they were supportive of the project 

 84 percent of you believed that the transformation of the car park into 

a public space would  

provide a better setting for the Cathedral 

 87 percent of you were supportive of putting solar panels on the Nave 

roof 

 93 percent were supportive of our plans to restore the Lady Chapel 

 95 percent of you were supportive of using the Tribune Gallery as a 

place to tell the stories of our building and history. 

 44 percent of you also wanted reassurance about parking solutions. 

Rest assured, we are fully aware of how important this issue is and will 

make sure we find viable and sustainable alternative parking for key 

stakeholders before any building work begins at the end of 2016.  

To find out more visit www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
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100 Club 

June:  1. Mr P Fisher / 2. Mrs M King / 3. Mrs L Gibbs 

July:  1. Mrs M Fielder / 2. Mrs E Jones / 3. Mrs H Roberts 

August:  1. Mrs M Griffiths / 2. Mr D Yemm / 3. Miss E Rhodes 

A reminder that subs for September, October & November are now due. 

Thank you. Doreen Davis 

Bills into mills 

Did you know that the Diocese of Gloucester has a partnership with Stroud-

based green energy company Ecotricity? The company puts its profits back 

into building windmills, with its ‘bills into mills’ model.  

Ecotricity does this in pursuit of a vision for a Green Britain – a place in 

which we all live more sustainable lives and where ethical business is the 

norm – pursuing outcomes other than profit.  All Ecotricity customers are 

on the latest, best and same price, no matter when they joined or how they 

pay.  

Switching to Ecotricity is one of the single biggest things you can do to cut 

your carbon emissions. Its only electricity tariff is 100 per cent green and it 

also offers one single green gas tariff. What’s more, there are no exit fees or 

penalties for leaving.  

Switch to Ecotricity and get a voucher worth up to £25 to spend at 

Waitrose or John Lewis. Plus for every household, vicarage or church that 

switches, Ecotricity will donate £25 to the Diocese of Gloucester into a 

special fund that will support new, local environmental projects.   
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listening. Finally the concert came to its finale when the audience was 

invited to join in with some community singing and readily agreed by 

giving a lively rendition of When Your 64! We all agreed that a 

wonderful musical concert had taken place and as a result, the grand 

total (with raffle) amounted to £634. Special thanks must be given to 

all those who helped make the concert such a success...from the 

parking attendants to the raffle donors and organisers; to those who 

provided the fabulous varied refreshments and to those who served 

them; to John Verity for the use of his field and amenities and Father 

David Gill for his opening and closing remarks; and to those who made 

the Church look so welcoming, decorated with bunting, flowers and 

teacups. Ultimately, we give our utmost appreciation to the Choir and 

Wind Band under Sam Davis. 

As the audience and performers left and Abenhall Church once again 

fell silent, the memory of such uplifting music still lingered in our 

minds. 

Joan Powell 

 From the Parish Record... 

 

BAPTISMS 

Lola Mason (August)  

 
 

FUNERALS / INTERMENT OF ASHES 

Dennis Beard (June) 

Judy Thomas (June) 

Christine Gaylard (July) 
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MUSIC, TEA & SWING 
Any hikers wandering the lanes around the pretty country church of St 

Michael’s, Abenhall on the afternoon of Saturday June 27th might have 

been surprised to hear melodious music emerging from the church; 

unlike the usual rural sounds of bleating sheep and birdsong. 

In reality, the Coleford Community Choir, conducted by Sam Davis and 

supported by the Wind Band were in full swing in concert, performing 

a wide repertoire of songs and instrumental arrangements before a 

packed audience. 

Firstly, we were treated to pieces from the Wind Band, namely the 

spirited Pirates of the Caribbean and a dynamic compilations of James 

Bond signature tunes from Goldfinger to You Only Live Twice. 

However, this ensemble, with its varied wind instruments, includes 

younger members and the audience was held spellbound as they 

listened to eight year old drummer, Charlie, playing a rousing solo from 

Spiderman. With such enjoyment and confident expertise, his progress 

should be assured. 

Sam, assisted by his accompanist Howard Gibbard, formed the 

Coleford Community Choir in 2011 and since then their mixed 

membership has grown to sixty members. With his engaging and 

friendly personality, Sam sets the tone for audience and similarly the 

choir. Music has many emotional moods and with their balanced 

voices expertly blended, the Choir took us through the soothing Fields 

of Gold, to the gentle Colours of the Wind which both contrasted to the 

spirited Pompeii and African Hallelujah. It was soon very obvious that 

the choir loved singing and performing as much as the audience loved  
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Mitcheldean Lunch Club 

In July we were delighted to meet Samuel, the newest member of the family 

of Rachel and Tim Payne. Dorothy Hunt, our oldest member reflected the joy 

of all involved that day.  

 

The Lunch Club meets each 

third Friday of the month at 

Forest Gate Church, to 

enjoy a three course meal 

supplied by “Age Concern” 

from 12.00 to 2.30pm. We 

welcome all who may be 

housebound, live alone or 

would welcome the opportunity to find old friends once again. Transport is 

available, wheelchairs included and all dietary requirements catered for.  

Details available from Pam Martin - 01594 826115; Pam Britton - 01594 

542670 or Helen Roberts, Village Agent - 07810 630 004. 

 

 

CHOCOHOLICS PARTY 

Starting 8.00pm in Mitcheldean Church 

on Tuesday 13th October 

Contact Sue Lewis on 01594 542618  

for further details 
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The Parish Diary - September 2015 
 

Find out what is happening this month. Please feel free to join us at any of 

our services or other events. 

 

(M = Mitcheldean Church, A = Abenhall Church, R = The Rectory) 
 

Tuesday 1st 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 2nd 11.00am: Funeral (M) 

Thursday 3rd 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 4th 11.30am: Funeral (M) 

Sunday 6th 14th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Monday 7th 7.00pm - 9.00pm: Julian Prayer Group (M) 

Tuesday 8th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 10th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 11th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 13th 15th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 15th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Thursday 17th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 
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Friday 18th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

 12noon - 2.00pm: Senior Citizens Lunch (Forest Gate) 

Sunday 20th 16th after Trinity 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Tuesday 22nd 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

Wednesday 23rd 7.30pm: PCC Meeting (M) 

Thursday 24th 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

Friday 25th 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 27th Patronal Festival 

 10.00am: Parish Eucharist (M) 

 3.00pm: Evening Prayer (A) 

Tuesday 29th 10.30am: Holy Communion (M) 

 

October Dates for the Diary 
Thursday 1st 9.00am - 11.00am: Mini Market (M) 

 7.30pm: Bellringing (Longhope) 

Friday 2nd 12noon: Midday Prayer (M) 

Sunday 4th Harvest 

 10.00am: Family Service (M) 

 12noon: Harvest Lunch (M) 

 3.00pm: Holy Communion (A) 

Saturday 10th 10.00am—11.30am: Jumble Sale (M) 

Tuesday 13th 8.00pm: Chocoholics Party (M) 

Saturday 17th 10.00am - 2.00pm: Craft Fayre (M) 

 


